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It only makes sense as

a living or vital organism that
occupies a place that cannot
be overlooked in public and
political life. [...] The Library
must in some way be unique,
in and of itslelf, in its everyday
nature, as a permanently
existing phenomenon or place.

Vaclav Havel
A Few Sentences on the Vaclav Havel Library
Hradecek
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The Vaclav Havel Library

The Véaclav Havel Library collects, researches, disseminates,
promotes and advocates the spiritual, philosophical, literary and
political legacy of Vaclav Havel, a great figure of modern Czech
history who was a writer, playwright, thinker, human rights
campaigner and Czechoslovak and Czech president. It also
focuses on persons, events and phenomena linked to the legacy
of Vaclav Havel and attempts to popularise them and place
them in the period and contemporary context. Since August
2014 the Vaclav Havel Library has been located at Ostrovni 13,
Prague 1. Space in the ground floor of the building is given

over to the exhibition Havel in a Nutshell and club events.

The VH Library puts on all kinds of seminars, readings, lectures,
concerts and theatre performances at the venue. The first floor
houses offices, the archive, a constantly expanding library and
areading room for the public.

The Vaclav Havel Library’s central
missions include:

- organising archival research, documentation and library activ-
ities focused on the work of Vaclav Havel and documents and
other items related to him, including expert analyses of their
influence on the life of society and its self-reflection

= organising exhibitions, debates, readings, theatre performanc-
es, concerts, lectures and other cultural activities to introduce
the general public and specialists to the historical importance
of the struggle for human rights and freedoms in the totali-
tarian period and the creation of civic society in the democra-
cy-building period

- organising academic research and publishing activities map-
ping the “world of Havel”
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People of the Vaclav Havel Library

People of the Vaclav Havel Library

Founders

Dagmar Havlova
Miloslav Petrusek (t 2012)
Karel Schwarzenberg

Board of trustees

Michaela Bakala (deputy chair)
Iva BroZova

Gabriel Eichler (chair)

Dagmar Havlova

BoZena Jirkd

Martin Palou$

Jacques Rupnik

Nina Smitova

Milan Simec¢ka

Supervisory board

Emil Holub
OndrejJonas
Ludék Niedermayer

Statutory representative
Michael Zantovsky, executive director

Library team

Veronika Brazdilova — programme coordinator, on maternity
leave since September 2016

Eva Csémyova — archive, 0.6-time employee

Anna Freimanova — editor, 0.8-time employee

Barbora Grec¢nerova — education coordinator, 0.8-time employ-
ee, from 1.9.2016

Pavel Hajek — head of production

Marianna Placakovéa — exhibition curator, production assistant,
0.6-time employee, until 31.12.2016

Lucie Pracharova — VHL executive assistant

Karolina Stranska — office manager

Jachym Topol - chief dramaturge

Martin Vidlak — head of Documentation Centre

Ondrej DoleZal - IT support, external employee, until January
2016

Kristyna Bohacova — archive, book sales, external employee
Vaclav Doubravsky — IT support, external employee, from Febru-
ary 2016

Barbora Hankova — assistant during events, external employee
Katerina Hankova — assistant during events, external employee,
from June 2016

Jan Hron - digital archive administration, external employee
Marie Fanty$ova — archive, external employee, from February
2016

Tereza Johanidesova — librarian, external employee

Zdenka Potmésilova — custodian, external employee

Filip Rut — assistant during events, external employee

Filip Simon — assistant during events, external employee

Lucie Skvrnova — assistant during events, external employee
Sarka Sladovnikova — guided tours, external employee

Barbora Senoltova — assistant during events, external employee
Tereza Senoltova — assistant during events, external employee
Libuge Sidlova — custodian, external employee

Kristyna Stastna — archive, guided tours, external employee
Petr Stefek — archive, external employee

Andrea Vitkova — assistant during events, external employee,
from June 2016

External collaborators

Jiri Bélohradsky — administration of servers

Klara Binarova — Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize

Zuzana Formankova — Pavel Juracek Archive, until July 2016
Toma$ Javora — video recordings

Zuzana Janeckova — Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize

Eva Lorencova — editing and teaching work

Helena Medkova — German translations

Ondrej Némec - photo archive

Radka Proskova - production assistant, from September 2016
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Vlasta Reittererova — German translations

Tatana Rubasova — Pavel Juracek Archive, from August 2016
Nina Rutova — programmes for schools

Kristyna Slajchrtova — Carton Clan, graphic design

Jifi Vanék — Carton Clan, graphic design

Jana Vejrikova — Prepisto.cz, transcription of spoken word and
texts

Adéla Volfova — Vaclav Havel European Dialogues

lan Richard Willoughby — English translations

Erika Zlamalovéa — lvan M. Havel Archive

Volunteers / interns

Barbora Fickova — review of transcriptions of audio recordings
Hana Kucerova — digitisation and description of written docu-
ments

Simona Matulova — review of texts and recordings in Slovak
Ema Novakova — volunteer

Minna Suikka — Erasmus programme intern, Finland, research
into Scandinavian Havel studies

Daniela Valentova — English translations

Renatd Fehér — Erasmus programme intern, Hungary

Services

Building administration: Atkins and Langford Development, s.r.o.
Accounting services: VGD, s. r. 0.

Auditing: KPMG Ceska republika Audit, s. r. o.

Webmaster: 2142 net, Jiti Solc

Cleaning: UNIVERSAL Uklidova sluzba

Acknowledgments

for financial support
Fondation Zdenek et Michaela Bakala
Miroslav Cacky, P3Chem

Vaclav Havel Library Foundation
Michal Broza

David Dolezil

The Ibls

Petr Janovsky, Friends of Prague
Monika Jelinkova

Marek Kovarik

Karolina and Jakub Kovtun
Martin Konecny

Tomas Pikola

Respekt Institut

Sekyra Group

vénék Silhan
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Tomas Vtipil

Representation of the European Commission in the CR

The 241 donors who contributed to the Hey, It's Havel! crowd-
funding campaign on the website www.hithit.com and all small
donors

for financial support in grant form

City Hall, City of Prague

Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic

Rockefeller Brothers Fund

State Culture Fund of the Czech Republic

Embassy of the French Republic in the Czech Republic

for non-financial support
TechSoup o. s.
KPMG Ceska republika Audit s. r. o.

for year-round support

Aspen Institute Prague

Bakala Foundation

Bison and Rose

Czech Centres

Cinoherni klub

DILIA

Faculty of Theatre, Academy of Performing Arts
Divadlo Husa na provazku theatre

Divadlo Na zabradli theatre

Theatre Institute

DOX Centre for Contemporary Art

Faculty of Humanitarian Studies, Charles University
Faculty of Arts, Charles University

Google Cultural Institute

University of South Bohemia

Prague Municipal Library

Dagmar and Vaclav Havel Foundation VIZE 97

Forum 2000 Foundation

Charter 77 Foundation

National Theatre, Prague

National Gallery, Prague

University of Pardubice

Council of Europe

Respekt

Libri prohibiti samizdat library

Vaclav Havel Library Foundation

Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia in the Czech Republic
Embassy of the Swiss Federation in the Czech Republic
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in the Czech
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Republic
Embassy of the USA in the Czech Republic
Embassy of the French Republic in the Czech Republic

for cooperation on one-off projects
American Center

Archive of the Office of the President
Bruno Kreisky Archive, Vienna
Artefakt Kulturmanagement
Bulgarian Cultural Institute
Burgtheater Wien

Czech Radio

Czech Television

Czech Centre Berlin

Czech Centre Brussels

Czech Centre the Hague

Czech Centre Vienna

Czech Centre Kiev

Czech Centre Munich

Czechoslovak Documentation Centre
People in Need

European Partnership for Democracy
American Spring festival

Festival of Arabic Culture

Khamoro festival

Kulturus festival

Crescent Moon over Prague festival
Stranou festival

Forum kulturniho partnerstvi

Goethe Institute

Music and Dance Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts

Historical Sociological Faculty of Humanitarian Studies, Charles

University

European Values Initiative

Prague Institute of Planning and Development
Arts and Theatre Institute

Lidska prava bez hranic

Jihlava International Festival of Human Rights Documentary
Films

Moravian Regional Library

Police Museum

Dagmar and Vaclav Havel Foundation VIZE 97
Forum 2000 Foundation

Charter 77 Foundation

KarelJanecek Foundation

Nakladatelstvi Argo publishing house
Nakladatelstvi LEDA publishing house

People of the Vaclav Havel Library

Nakladatelstvi Petr Stengl publishing house
Nakladatelstvi Portal publishing house

Nakladatelstvi SLON publishing house

Nakladatelstvi TORST publishing house

National Archive

National Theatre

National Film Archive

National Technical Library, Prague

Negative

NEWTON Media

Litera civic association

Open Air Festival Trutnoff

Palace Lucerna

Memorial of National Literature

Polish Institute in Prague

Post Bellum

PP Production

Prague House in Brussels

Prague 6 local authority

Prague Municipal Library

Prague Information Service

Respekt

reSITE

Ferdinand Peroutka Association

Common Law Society

Politi¢ti vézni.cz

Spolek Slabiky.cz

Permanent Representation of the Czech Republic to the EU
Book World Prague

Institute for Czech Literature, Czech Academy of Sciences
Contemporary History Institute, Czech Academy of Sciences
Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes

University of Bremen

Charles University — Department of American Studies
Charles University — Institute for International Studies
Embassy of the State of Israel

University of Economics and Management

East European Club, Faculty of Arts, Charles University
Diplomatic missions of the Czech Republic in Berlin, Vienna,

Madrid, Dublin, Warsaw, Rangoon, the Hague, London, Pristina

and Addis Ababa

individuals
Lenka Deverova
Magdalena Drsova
Vladimir Hanzel
Vilém Precan
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Lucie Reitingerova
Pavel Seifter

institutions

European Solidarity Centre, Gdansk

Hessischer Rundfunk

Gottlieb Duttweiler Institute

One World in Schools - People in Need

History and History Didactics Department, Faculty of Education,
Charles University

Nakladatelstvi Akbar publishing house

Anna Pammrova Society

Office for the Documentation and Investigation of the Crimes of
Communism

Nation’s Memory Institute

Contemporary History Institute, Czech Academy of Sciences
Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes

special acknowledgments
Dagmar Havlova

Michaela and Zdenék Bakala
Dagmar Havlova Ilkovic¢ova

lvan M. Havel

Marek Juracek

Pavel Kohout

Andrej Krob

Karel Schwarzenberg

for the provision of archival materials to the
Library’s Documentation Centre
lvan M. Havel

Marie Brichtova

Marie Brunerova

Andrea Colandrea

Igor Czesany

Jan Drabek

Katerina Drtinova

Ondrej Dubsky

David Dusek

Marie FantySova

Jan Foll

Anna Freimanova

Markéta Goetz-Stankiewiczovéa

Jan Havel

Vlastimil Hutl

Boris Iljuk

Andrzej Jagodzinski
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Alena Jiraskova
Marek Juraceki

Jiri Kladivo

Pavel Kacirek
Helena Kantorovéa
Jan Kaspar (1)

Petr Kazda

Pavel Kolafik
Jaroslav Kopacek
RazZena Kulhankova
Ondrej Kundra
Zbynék Kysilka

Mr. LiSka

Miroslav Masaki
Reza Mirchi

Karel Moravek
Aurelie Morel
Tomki Némec

Pavel Ort

Véaclav Pech

Robert Pejsek
Denis Poniz
Damjan Preloviek
Karel Prokop

David Puschmann
Jakub Sofka

Alois Strnad

Ivan Skar

Milada Skarova
Martin VeliSek
Véclav Vitovec
Sang Hoo Park (Kyung Hee University, Soul)
Janu Sechterovi
Sabu Soemu
Minna Suikkie
Josef Svarc

Jachym Topol
Libuse Tepla
Katarina Vaculikova
Kieran Williams
Michael Zantovsky and the 153 donors who contributed photo-
graphs to the project Hey, It's Havel!
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A word from the director

From start to finish 2016 reaffirmed unequivocally the sig-
nificance of the philosophical, literary and political legacy of
Vaclav Havel in both domestic and international terms, as well
as opening exciting new vistas for the Library’s activities. The
extraordinarily successful Havel@80 season, consisting of
actions, exhibitions, publications and events throughout the
Czech Republic and in numerous cities in Europe and elsewhere,
the publication and staging of previously unknown texts and
theatrical works by Vaclav Havel, the broad media coverage of
the Véaclav Havel European Dialogues and the conference held in
connection with the Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize, the crea-
tion of a new education programme on Vaclav Havel's role in the
field of human rights, civic society and civic responsibility, the
provision of a forum for appearances by world-renowned artists,
politicians and thinkers, including Madeleine Albright, Michael

Ignatieff, Ai Weiwei and Phillip Zimbardo, and a host of other
activities confirmed the indispensable position that the Library
has built up in public life in the Czech Republic and brought

with it new opportunities with regard to applying for sponsors’
donations and grants from public and private institutions and
individuals, as well as a position as the non-profit organisation in
the country most cited in the media. These results, which would
have been impossible without the devoted and exhausting work
of the entire Library team and their collaborators, or without the
steady support of the Library’s founders, strategic sponsors and
members of the board of trustees and supervisory board, are
not merely gratifying; they also represent a commitment to the
future, in particular because increasing signs of crisis domesti-
cally and in Europe make the legacy of Vaclav Havel all the more
current.

/

Michael Zantovsky
Executive Director
16 June 2017
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The Documentation Centre

The Documentation Centre administers a specialised library of over

5,200 catalogued titles, an extensive photography archive and written
documents whose digital processing has reached close to 48,000 entries
and a publicly accessible permanent exhibition and reading room. Access
to the digital archive is free of charge to researchers following registration.

The Véaclav Havel Library’s Documentation Centre administers

a collection of physical documents, artefacts, audio-visual mate-
rials and photographs and continuously adds digitised archives
from loans and gifts from institutions and private individuals to
its collections. In addition, it develops its own research activities
and participates in the preparation of the Library’s program,
exhibitions and book production.

In 2016, nine interns and volunteers worked with the archive:
Kristyna Bohacova, Barbora Fickova, Hana Kucerova, Simona
Matulova, Ema Novakova, Filip Simon, Minna Suikka, Kristyna
Stastna and Daniela Valentova.

The Archive

In 2016 the archive continued to constantly digitalise selected
archive documents as well as describing and cataloguing them.
This chiefly concerned:

- the digitisation of documents and photographs from the
archive of lvan M. Havel, including metadata, in a total of
5,266 high resolution scans;

- the scanning and description of 3,258 negatives (approximate-
ly 100,000 images) stored in 54 original binders belonging
to photographer OldFich Skacha and digitising and editing
selected images;

- the compiling of Vaclav Havel's interviews for the print media
prior to 1989 and their preparation for publication in book form;

- gathering documents and recollections linked to Vaclav Hav-
el's school years;

- reviewing the audio recordings of Vaclav Havel's debates, in-
terviews and press conferences from 2010 and debates from
2009, about 35 hours;

- excerpting the Political Blocks of Radio Free Europe’s broad-
casts from the years 1974-1989 deposited in the

Czechoslovak Documentation Centre at the National
Museum;

= continuing to arrange the Pavel Juracek Archive, including
compiling correspondence dating from the 1960s to the
1980s (2,460 scans) and the digitisation of texts related to
the writing of the screenplay of the film Case for a Rookie
Hangman.

The Archive in numbers

At the end of 2016, the total number of processed events and
documents amounted to 47,915; the number of processed
events in the life of Vaclav Havel was 15,287; the number of pro-
cessed Vaclav Havel texts was 2,994; texts about Vaclav Havel
14,707, the volume of processed correspondence 4,514; video
recordings 195; and audio recordings 542.

At the end of 2016 the book catalogue reached a total of 5,238
books and periodicals, of which approximately one-quarter fea-
ture texts by Vaclav Havel. Physically there are 4,706 books and
magazines at the library.

The Documentation Centre responded to 205 individual queries
made during personal visits by researchers or via email. Some
476 new researchers were registered in the digital archive.

New additions

The most significant new additions in 2016 were another

part of the archive of Ivan M. Havel, which is gradually be-

ing processed, documentation of Vaclav Havel's activities in
1992-1993 on the basis of the archive of Vladimir Hanzel,

the audio-visual collection of director Karel Prokop, a digital
copy of Vaclav Havel’s diary from 1977 and photographs from
the project Hey, It's Havel!

The following contributed acquisitions to the archive’s collec-
tion: Marie Brichtova, Marie Brunerova, Andrea Colandrea, Igor



Czesany, Jan Drabek, Katefina Drtinova, Ondrej Dubsky, David
Dusek, Marie FantySova, Jan Foll, Anna Freimanova, Markéta
Goetz-Stankiewicz, Jan Havel, Vlastimil Hutla, Boris Iljuk, Alena
Jirdskova, Marek Juracek, Jiri Kladiva, Pavel Kacirek, Helena
Kantorova, Jan Kas$par, Petr Kazda, Pavla Kolarikova, Jaroslav
Kopacek, Rizena Kulhankova, Zbynék Kysilka, Mr. Liska, Miroslav
Masak, Reza Mirchi, Karel Moravek, Aurelie Morel, Tomki Némec,
Pavel Ort, Vaclav Pecha, Robert PejsSek, Denis Poniz, Damjan
Prelovéek, David Puschmann, Alois Strnad, lvan Skara, Milada
Skarova, Martin Velidek, Vaclav Vitovec, Sang Hoo Park (Kyung
Hee University), Jan Sechter, Sabe Soe, Josef Svarc, Libue
Tepla, Katarina Vaculikova and Michael Zantovsky. Institutions
that did so included the Gottlieb Duttweiler Institute, Hessischer
Rundfunk and the Anna Pammrova Society. The book collec-

tion was enriched by books and periodicals from the following
donors: the Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes, the
Nation’s Memory Institute, the Contemporary History Institute
at the Czech Academy of Sciences, the History and History
Didactics Department, Faculty of Education, Charles University,
the Office for the Documentation and Investigation of the Crimes
of Communism, the European Solidarity Centre, Gdansk, One
World in Schools — People in Need, the Nakladatelstvi Akbar
publishing house, Kieran Williams, lvan M. Havel, Karel Prokop,
Andrzej Jagodzinski, Marie Brunerova, Minna Suikka, Jakub
Sofka and Ondrej Kundra.

The archive acquired almost 1,500 photographs from 153
donors within the project Hey, It's Havell A hundred photos were
published in the book Hey, It's Havell and also appeared in an
accompanying exhibition.

The Library

The main focus of the Library’s Documentation Centre’s work
was the ongoing updating of Vaclav Havel's bibliography. The
bibliography is freely accessible, linked to the book catalogue
and maps the greatest possible number of texts published both
at home and abroad. Though the Documentation Centre has
built on previous smaller projects, itis probably the only centre
that is consistently engaged in this important task. In 2016,
work began on the complete bibliographic processing of the
interviews that Vaclav Havel gave to the press prior to 1989 and
a selection was prepared for book release in 2017 (in printed or
electronic form). At the end of 2016, a total of 5,872 bibliograph-
ic records had been produced. The division of the entire book
collection into new numbers continued. Some 141 new books
and magazines were added and in addition 250 articles from the
magazine Zapad were added to the digital archive.

The Documentation Centre 17

Alongside regular purchases of domestic and foreign literature,
the book collection was enriched by the following donations: Ki-
eran Williams — Vdclav Havel (edition: Critical lives), Tsasvla — the
Georgian translation of Havel's play Leaving, French translations
of Havel's play from the archive of Karel Prokop, Bulganeung-ui
yesul=The Art of Impossible — a Korean translation focused on
Vaclav Havel's political speeches, a selected publication issued
by the European Solidarity Centre in Gdansk, Milan Horacek: Exil
und grtin = Exile And Green, '68-'08, Jouni Jarvinen: Normali-
zation and Charter 77: violence, commitment and resistance in
Czechoslovakia, Anthologies from the Semper paratus series
published by the Office for the Documentation and Investigation
of the Crimes of Communism, Zmienia¢ swiat: eseje polityczne,
translated by Andrzej Jagodzifski, Michael Zantovsky: Vdclav
Havel. Una vida (a Spanish translation of M. Zantovsky's biogra-
phy).

During 2016 scanned material from Vaclav Havel's library at
Hradecek, which was returned to Dagmar Havlova the previous
year, was gradually processed. Some 80% of the books were
prepared for entry in the database. By contrast, a set of books
and periodicals from Ladislav Hejdanek amounting to 100
standard metres and six boxes, which was newly acquired by the
Ladislav Hejdanek Archive, was delimited.

The digital catalogue of books and periodicals is freely available
without prior registration at the website of the Documentation
Centre, while publications from the book collection are provid-
ed to researchers in reference form in the reading room. The
archive and library’s reading room was open to the public every
Tuesday from 9am to 5pm; it was also accessible at other times
by prior arrangement.

The Photo Archive

In 2016 more than 400 photos were processed, while 50 selected
photographs from the life of Vaclav Havel were added to the
website. Work on the lifelong archive of photographer Oldrich
Skacha, which the Library acquired the previous year, focused

on the digitisation of contacts and their classification and de-
scription. Some 54 binders of contacts (a total of 3,250 sheets)
containing about 100,000 pictures were scanned and described.
Another 300 photographs used at exhibitions and in the virtual
gallery A Tribute to Vaclav Havel were scanned in high resolution.

A further 190 photographs by Jaroslav Krejc¢i were scanned.
Photographic documentation of 65 events (1,770 photographs)
organised by the Library in 2016 was also added to the archive.
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The photo archive prepared a variety of projections of photo-
graphs for various events at home and abroad and collaborated
on the handling of a number of research questions, alongside
dozens of publication requests. It was also involved in the prepa-
ration of Havel@80, Hey, It's Havel! and publications produced
by the Library.

The Pavel Juracek Archive

The Pavel Juracek Archive arose in February 2014 when his son
Marek Juracek handed over six banana boxes and a typewriter
case from his father’s estate to the Vaclav Havel Library. Thou-
sands of pages of manuscripts, typescripts, photographs, doc-
uments and personal and official correspondence are gradually
being classified and digitised. The result of this work should be
not only to map the life and work of one of the key figures of the
New Wave of Czechoslovak film in the 1960s, but also to make
his literary works accessible in the book series Works of Pavel
Juracek.

The aim of the Vaclav Havel Library is to ensure that Pavel
Juracek finds a place in the broader cultural consciousness

and to notionally build on the deep friendship he shared with
Véaclav Havel. Soon after Juraéek’s death in 1989 Havel said of
him: “Pavel was a friend of mine whom I liked very much. He
was one of the most sensitive and gentle people | have known —
that’s why | cannot write more about him.”

In 2016 the digitisation of archival materials related mainly to
Juracek’s own directorial and journalistic work continued. No
less energy was devoted to the search for and sorting of exten-
sive personal and official correspondence (about 2,500 pages).
There was also extensive research of Pavel Juracek’s diary
entries, complete editions of which are being prepared for 2017
and 2018 by the publishers Torst in collaboration with the VH
Library. In connection with the upcoming anniversary of Charter
77, digital copies of the 1976 diary and a very large collection of
daily press clippings from the first half of 1977 were produced
as a priority.

The main output of the PJ Archive last year was the issuing of
Volume 4 of the Works of PJ Joseph Kilian (see the Publica-
tions chapter). It was ceremonially launched on 29 February at
Prague’s Lucerna Palace, together with a projection of the Pavel
Juracek films Joseph Kilian and Case for a Novice Hangman,
which were digitally restored by the National Film Archive (NFA).
In 2017 we intend to publish in cooperation with the NFA an
anthology of Jurasek’s journalism entitled Ze Zivota tajtriiki
(From the Life a Buffoon) and at least two volumes of the Diaries
(in collaboration with the Torst publishing house). We also plan
to add to the current edition of the Works of Pavel Juracek with
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a book dedicated to his final authorial film, Joseph Kilian, and to
make major headway with the editing of Jurac¢ek’s correspond-
ence (we aim to publish it in cooperation with the NFA in 2018).

Technical support

A new NAS server was purchased for the needs of the Documen-
tation Centre in the second half of the year, enabling a significant
expansion of the capacity of the digital workplace. The speed
and capacity of the data being transferred were resolved at the
beginning of 2017 by a new optical cable connection.

Cooperation

on research projects

Pavla Kolarikova, a student of Charles University’s Faculty

of Arts in the field of Information Studies and Librarianship,
defended her diploma thesis on The Principles of Services of
Presidential Libraries, the assignment of which came about in
cooperation with the Vaclav Havel Library and the Faculty of
Arts; it also provided important inspiration for the further work
of the Documentation Centre.

With the help of materials available in the archive and the Docu-
mentation Centre’s library, new student and final papers on Hav-
el-related themes came into existence, subsequently enriching
the library’s collection: Ondrej Kopfriva: The Media Response to
Vaclav Havel's Drama from the 1960s to the Present, Alice Mad-
sen: Vaclav Havels appels (in Danish), Robert PejSek: Suche nach
Paradoxen bei der Realisierung von den Stlicken Vaclav Havels
am Wiener Burgtheater (German).

If the number of listed items fell compared to previous years, this
was the result of the systematic removal of duplicates that had
accumulated in the digital archive. The Documentation Centre
will continue this work in the coming years.

on public events

In connection with what would have been Vaclav Havel's 80th
birthday, the Documentation Centre focused a large part of its
programme of activities on the anniversary of his birth, creating
the essential support for club and publication activities. It initi-
ated a number of events and discussions itself, several of which
gave rise to further archival materials and information for future
researchers.

on the VH Library club programme:
lvan Medek — A Certain Voice

Ai Weiwei in Prague

Five Years of Leaving
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Museum Night at the Library the first free elections, with an emphasis on portraits of impor-
The Library at the Library tant figures in Czechoslovak culture who encountered the
Open Air Festival Trutnoff disfavour and harassment of the totalitarian regime to varying
The Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize: Fences, walls and trenches degrees.
Havel@80 at Lucerna, or Eighty well-wishers for Eighty Years - The Times They Are A-Changin’
A Tribute to Vaclav Havel in Prague 6 (street exhibition and film EU information and cultural centre, Pristina, 9 - 31. 5. 2016
marathon of the same title) Exhibition of photographs by OldFich Skacha presenting Va-
VH80 Concert on Wenceslas Square clav Havel as dissident, president and citizen, organised by the
Thanks for Being Able To Czech Embassy in Pristina in cooperation with the Office of the
Eye-witnesses to the Charter (conference of signatories organ- EU in Kosovo/the special representative of the EU.
ised in cooperation with the Charter 77 Foundation that took - P.S. More in Person, Vaclav Havel 1936-2011
place on 6 January 2017) Prague Municipal Library, 3. 10 - 7. 11. 2016
Recollections of Vaclav Havel held in the publicly accessible
on exhibitions: central hall of the Prague Municipal Library.
The following exhibitions were created on the basis of materials - Anticodes
from the Vaclav Havel Library’s archival collection: Dam Sté&panka Netolického, Trebori (8. 4. - 1. 6.)
- Havel - Prigov and Czech Experimental Art Divadlo Husa na provazku theatre, Brno (5 — 10. 10.), exhibi-
Hvézda Summer Palace, 17. 6 - 31. 10. 2016 tion comprised of a selection of Vaclav Havel's typographic
In cooperation with the Memorial of National Literature, the poems.
Library prepared the collection Vaclav Havel's Anticodes for - Havel@80, 2016
an extensive international exhibition focused on experimental Photographic exhibition mapping the life and work of Vaclav
artwork at the meeting point of writing, painting and other Havel as part of commemorations of the 80th anniversary
media in Czech and Russian culture from the 1960s to the of his birth under the same name. It was prepared in various

present day.

Politics and Conscience

Czech Centres, 2016

A travelling exhibition marking what would have been Vaclav
Havel's 80th birthday comprising quotations and better and
lesser known pictures by various photographers, organised in
cooperation with the Czech Centres network and the Institute

for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes and intended for both the

domestic and international public.

A Tribute to Vaclav Havel

Prague 6 — Dejvice, 5. 10 - 18.12. 2016

Exhibition of 96 large-format photographs by Oldfich Skacha
primarily centred on Véaclav Havel, dissident, president and
citizen and put up in the public space between the National
Technical Library and Hradc¢anska as part of a multi-genre
project organised by the Prague 6 local authority, the Vaclav
Havel Library and Post Bellum. The photos were accompanied
by quotations from Havel.

Oldrich Skacha: Not only Havel, A Concert against
Totalitarianism

Respirium HAMU 17. 11. 2016 - 13. 1. 2017

A selection of photographs by OldfFich Skacha from the 1960s
until the Concert for Understanding, which Rafael Kubelik
conducted on Old Town Square in June 1990 in celebration of

versions for the Czech Centre in Moscow (Russia), the Czech
Embassy in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), J. E. Purkyné University in
Usti nad Labem, the Pracherl Museum in Pisek and Cernosice
near Prague (in connection with the unveiling of a Vaclav
Havel's Place).

= In cooperation with Google Culture Institute (GCl), the Docu-
mentation Centre prepared two digital exhibitions accessible,
among other ways, via the Vaclav Havel Library’s website:
Leaving, marking the fifth anniversary of the premiere of the
film of the same title by Vaclav Havel, and A Tribute to Vaclav
Havel, a virtual version of the autumn outdoor exhibition in
Prague 6. Cooperation with the Library also resulted in the GCI
launching a virtual tour of the VHL club’s space and the perma-
nent exhibition Havel in a Nutshell, which is part of one of the
most used internet maps of the world, Google Street View.

- Cooperation on the conception and execution of the exhibition
Charta Story at the Salm Palace at the Prague Castle complex
(ceremonially opened on 13 March 2017, due to run until 19
January 2019).

- On the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the signature of
the Charter 77 Declaration, the National Gallery in Prague
organised in cooperation with the Jan Patoc¢ka Archive,
the Vaclav Havel Library, Libri prohibiti and others the new
exhibition Charta Story: The Story of Charter 77, an informal
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Scan of a diary of Vaclav Havel’s from 1977 that became the
basis for the book Notes of the Accused.

I TR TEIDIESIO AT AEIEA

Invitation to the exhibition The Times They Are-A Changin’.

civic initiative criticising violations of human and civil rights.
Drawing on the story of lvan Jirous, a poet, art critic and
representative of Czech underground culture, which is
documented in photographs, written materials and personal
belongings, the creators of the exhibition present, along
with an historical assessment by Petr BlaZek and Veronika
Tucker, the life stories of people from various social circles
who were linked by their affinity to the spirit of Charter 77
and signed the document. The exhibition also involves the
presentation of photographs by Jifi Bednar, Jaroslav Brabec,
Michael Dus, Bohdan Holomicek, Jan KaSpar, Jaroslav Kukal,
Ivan Kyncl, Ondrej Némec, Viktor Stoilov, Oldfich Skacha and
other photographers who captured events in the unofficial
culture.

on other public events

- The Year of Havel, or Havel@80 in Trebon
A weeklong remembrance event (8 — 15. 4. 2016) organised by
the Christian Academy under the auspices of the mayor of the
town of Trebon, Terezie Jenisovd, and the Vaclav Havel Library
marking what would have been the 80th birthday of the play-
wright and former Czech president Vaclav Havel. The Vaclav
Havel Library made available the Anticodes exhibition (launch
at Dam Stépanka Netolického 8. 4. 2016, guided tour 14. 4.)
and recommended a performance of Protest by the Divadlo
na tahu theatre, which was complemented by a debate with
grammar school students.

- Consultations linked to the preparation of a staging of Protest/
Rest at the Svandovo divadlo theatre in Prague (premiere 25.
4.2016)

- Cooperation on the preparation of celebrations of VH's jubilee
as part of the Festival of Theatre / Plzer 6 — 14. September
2016

- Cooperation with the Prague Crossroads theatre festival dedi-
cated to the legacy of Vaclav Havel. It was held by the National
Theatre in Prague in cooperation with the Union of European
Theatres from 4 — 9 October 2016 at the New Stage of the
NT and at adjacent premises. The VH Library was involved in
consultations, dramaturgical suggestions, a performance of
Pavel Havel: Rr and a launch of the book Hey, It's Havel! for
its supporters on the HitHit website. “An essential element of
Havel’s philosophical legacy is his dramatic work, in which he
converts the philosophically weighty subjects of his essays to
a comedic, predominantly absurd level. While Havel’s essays
are an appeal to the better side of human nature, his dramatic
texts deal equally persuasively with mankind’s inability to
measure up to its own moral demands. The resultant whole
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is not then a cheap rhetorical exercise but a flexible deposi-
tion on mankind’s efforts to improve the world, its occasional
victories and daily failures,” wrote Michael Zantovsky in the
introduction to the festival catalogue.

- Cooperation on the preparation and execution of the festival
We Need More Havell, organised to mark what would have
been Vaclav Havel’'s 80th birthday, at the theatre Divadlo Husa
na provazku in Brno—Centre for Experimental Theatre on
5 - 10 October 2016. The Vaclav Havel Library participated
(debate with M. Zantovsky, performance of Rr) and offered
consultation on several areas, including the launch of the
exhibition Anticodes.

- The international multi-disciplinary conference Vaclav Havel -
Dramatist, Dissident, Politician organised on 15 - 16. 12. 2016
by the Institute for Czech Literature at the Academy of Scienc-
es and the Institute for Contemporary History at the Academy
of Sciences. The programme was divided into two sections,
focused on Havel as dramatist and man of the theatre and
Havel as dissident and politician. The VHL was represented
by director Michael Zantovsky, who launched the event, Anna
Freimanovad, Tereza Johanidesova and Martin Vidlak.

- Cooperation with the Jan Patocka Archive on the preparation
of events linked to the anniversary of Patocka’s death in 2017.

on Czech Television documentaries

- Theatre of Resistance, documentary by Jaroslav Brabec
on Vlasta Chramostova’s apartment theatre, premiere
9.1.2017

- The Way the President Departs, documentary by Pavel
Kacirek, premiere 18. 12. 2016

- Theatre of the Absurd, Czech Style: Divadlo Na zabradli in
the era of Jan Grossman and Vaclav Havel. The second part
a series on the history of the Divadlo Na zabradli theatre was
written by Anna Freimanova.

- One part of an audio-visual project from the One World organ-
isation dedicated to Vaclav Havel, the playwright (Theatre of
the Absurd, Unveiling, Anticodes).

on the preparation and realisation of VH Li-

brary book titles:

- Pavel Hajek (ed.): Pavel Jurdcek: Postava k podpirdni (Pavel
Juracek: Joseph Kilian)

- Zdenék Lukes: Praha Vaclava Havla (Vaclav Havel's Prague)

- Pavel Hajek (ed.): Hele, Havel! (Hey, It's Havel!)

- Tereza Hubackova, Jan Zelenka, Martin Vidlak (eds.): Vaclav Hav-
el: Hovory v Lanech 1993 (Vaclav Havel: Talks from Lany, 1993)

- Anna Freimanova, Tereza Johanidesova (eds.): Rozhovory
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Viéclava Havla do roku 1989 (Vdaclav Havel’s Interviews Prior
to 1989)

= Jan Bernard (ed.): Vdclav Havel a film (Vdaclav Havel and Film)
(For more information on individual titles see the following
charter: Publishing activities)

on the preparation of film retrospectives

- We Need More Havel, Divadlo Husa na provazku theatre, Brno,
October 2016

- Film marathon in tribute to Vaclav Havel, National Technical
Library, Prague, December 2016

on the creation of photographic supplements

for VH Library book titles

= Design v ¢eskych zemich (Design in the Czech Lands), Mu-
seum of Decorative Arts in cooperation with the Academia
publishing house, Lucie VI¢kova

- Pribéhy starych piseckych domu (Stories of Old Pisek Houses),
Zlata Méchurova

on the presentation of the VH Library’s books

- at the Prague Book World trade fair, the book fairs Knihex in
Prague and Tabook in Tabor, at the Autumn Book Fair in Hav-
lickGv Brod and at many Library public events.



Pavel Juricek Praha Viclava Havla
l',;;;;;;“““ THE SOLIDARITY OF THE SHAKEN
k podpiréni - -

feroteska 1962-1963/

Exibavns Ticlavs Havls

VACLAV HAVEL VACLAV HAVEL

HELE,
HAVEL!

Covers of books we produced: The Power of the Powerless, Suspicious of
Myself, the VH Documents (apart from plays!) — in all 7 volumes.
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Publishing activities

The central focus of the Library’s publishing programme is the life and work of Vaclav

Havel, his family and close collaborators and friends. For clarity, the programme is
divided into six series: Vaclav Havel Library Notebooks, Vaclav Havel Library Editions,
Student Council, Talks from Lany, Vaclav Havel Documents, Works of Pavel Juracek

and Vaclav Havel Library Conferences. Titles that cannot be incorporated into any

of the given series but which are nonetheless important for the Library’s publishing
activities are issued independently, outside the series framework.

Best-selling titles

published in 2016:

David Dusek (ed.): Vdaclav Havel — Zdpisky obvinéného (Vdaclav
Havel — Notes of the Accused)

Zdenék Lukes: Praha Véaclava Havla (Vaclav Havel’s Prague)
Pavel Hajek (ed.): Hele, Havel! (Hey, It's Havel!)

Pavel Hajek (ed.): Pavel Juracek: Postava k podpirdni. Groteska
1962-1963 (Pavel Jurdcek: Joseph Kilian. Burlesque, 1962-1963)

published in previous years:

Krystyna Wanatowiczova: Milos Havel — ¢esky filmovy magndt
(Milos Havel — Czech Film Magnate) (2013)

Martin C. Putna: Vdclav Havel — duchovni portrét v raému ceské
kultury 20. stoleti (Vaclav Havel — A Spiritual Portrait in the
Framework of the Czech Culture of the 20th Century) (2011)
Jan Hron (ed.): Perzekuce Vdclava Havla. Dopisy a dokumenty
z let 1968-1989 (The Persecution of Vdclav Havel: Documents
and Letters, 1968-1989) (2015)

Miroslav Barta, Vaclav Cilek (eds.): Cesko za sto let. Zdznam
Ctvefice rozprav z konference Evropa a Cesko 2113 (The Czech
Republic in 100 Years: A record of four discussions from the
conference Europe and the Czech Republic 2113) (2015)
Vaclav Havel, Anna Freimanova (ed.): Moc bezmocnych a jiné eseje
(The Power of the Powerless and other essays) (2011, 2012)

Sold-out titles:

Jan Hron (ed.): Perzekuce Vdclava Havla. Dopisy a dokumenty
z let 1968-1989 (The Persecution of Vdclav Havel: Documents
and Letters, 1968-1989) (2015)

Filip Topol: Fantazie G moll (Fantasy in G minor)(2014)

Anna Freimanova (ed.): Sila vécnosti Olgy Havlové (Olga Hav-
lovd’s Power of Pragmatism) (2013)

Martin C. Putna: Spiritualita Vdaclava Havla (The Spirituality of
Viéclav Havel) (2009)

Ladislav Hejdanek: Havel je uhlik (Havel is Carbon) (2009)

The Vaclav Havel Library Notebooks

The Vaclav Havel Library Notebooks are an irregular quarterly
published since 2009. They are in their way a laboratory and ex-
perimental space presenting the research of the Library’s Doc-
umentation Centre (in the form of reprints of texts unknown or
inaccessible to the public) and newly created Havel studies in the
fields of culture and oral history. They are intended for students
and the general public.

The originally planned biographic text by Jana Wohlmuth
Markupova Od Puzuka k Sakatekovi. lvan M. Havel 1938-1989
(From Puzuk to Sakatek: Ivan M. Havel, 1938-1989) was as-
signed to the Karolinum publishing house, via which it should
come out in 2017, due to the simultaneous preparation of a more
extensive volume about Ivan M. Havel.

The Vaclav Havel Library Editions

The Library’s “flagship” series, established in 2010, focuses on
the publication of extensive studies of key significance in under-
standing the life and work of Vaclav Havel.

Two extensive titles — Vaclav M. Havel: Mé vzpominky (Vaclav
M. Havel: My Memoires) and Jan Lukes: Pravé proto, Ze jsem.
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Rozhovor s Ivanem M. Havlem (Just Because | Am: An Interview
with Ivan M. Havel) — were prepared within the framework of
this series in 2016. There are plans to publish them in May (Jan
Lukes$’s book-length interview with lvan M. Havel) and Septem-
ber 2017 (Vaclav M. Havel's memoires).

The originally planned publication Jan Bernard (ed.): Vdclav Hav-
el a film. Scéndre, analyzy a avahy z let 1957-1989 (Vdclav Hav-
el and Film: Screenplays, Analyses and Reflections, 1957-1989)
will be issued in 2017 in cooperation with the National Film
Archive, so not as part of any series.

Student Council

The Library has been issuing themed collections from the works
of Vaclav Havel, intended primarily for students or those encoun-
tering his work (and life) for the first time, in this series since
2012. Individual volumes are supplemented by essays by ex-
perts on Havel's oeuvre and rich photographic accompaniment.
Two successful collections of Vaclav Havel's works, Moc bezmoc-
nych a jiné eseje (The Power of the Powerless and other essays)
(2011) and Sa@m sobé podezrely (Suspicious to Myself) (2014)
were published in this series in 2016.

Anna Freimanova (ed.): Vaclav Havel - Moc
bezmocnych a jiné eseje (The Power of the
Powerless and other essays)

An anthology of key essays by Vaclav Havel (An Open Letter to
Gustdv Husdk, The Power of the Powerless, Rotterdam Erasmus
Prize Acceptance Speech, Stories and Totalitarianism, A Word
About Words). Introductions by Martin Palou$ and Daniel Kroupa
consider the cultural and historical context in which the texts
originated. The book, which is aimed at young readers, is supple-
mented by photographs, a Vaclav Havel biography and a select-
ed bibliography of his works.

Anna Freimanova (ed.): Vaclav Havel - Sdm
sobé podezrely (Vaclav Havel - Suspicious

to Myself)

The key to the selection of speeches — Hebrew University honor-
ary doctorate, Salzburg Festival, Anatomy of Hate Conference,
Sonning Prize, New York University honorary doctorate, speech
to Japanese intellectuals, Medal of Freedom, Future of Hope —is
laid out by editor Anna Freimanova in an editorial note: “In the
role of president, Vaclav Havel suddenly finds himself face to face
with various temptations of power, feeling a dangerous tension
between thought and action. In an atmosphere approaching ad-
oration, he realises how important it is to hang on to one’s com-
mon sense. He tries in every way to make his own mark on the
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post of president, to humanise it, to bring his own personality to
it through a certain unconventionality, so signalling that Vaclav
Havel has remained himself and will give up nothing of his past.
He has a sense, however, that it is not humanly possible to fulfil
this resolution completely. A lifelong inner continuity, linked to
responsibility and personal obligation, was always a condition of
identity for Vaclav Havel. He makes that clear in these presi-
dential texts, in which among other things he keeps returning

to the Faustian subject of temptation by the devil, a subject he
pondered from at least his first imprisonment for making Charter
77 public at the start of 1977. At that time he had begun playing
a game with the StB in which, in his view, he did not measure

up particularly well. Throughout the rest of his life he returns to
this subject, dealing with it anew, always, including as presi-
dent, coming to the conclusion that he must examine himself,
work on himself, and that everything is by and large in his own
hands — and by extension in the hands of each of us.” Two original
essays — a foreword by Martin Palous, a member of the Board

of Trustees of the Vaclav Havel Library, and an afterword by
Michael Zantovsky, author of a biography of Havel — place Vaclav
Havel's philosophy in a broader period and cultural-historical
context. Photographs by Ondrej Némec complement the text.

Hovory v Lanech (Talks from Lany)

Hovory v Lanech (Talks from Lany), a series of transcriptions from
a series of radio interviews with Vaclav Havel in 2013, was in 2016
retransformed from classic printed to electronic form. The first
such volume, which was numbered 4 — Hovory v Ldnech 1993
(Talks from Lany, 1993) — was readied for final review by the end
of the year. Itis in line for publication in the first half of 2017.

The Vaclav Havel Documents

This series, established in 2013, builds on the work of the Torst
publishing house. It is revising the first book editions of the
Vaclav Havel Documents (1997, 2007) prepared by Torst with
the purpose of republishing them in e-book form. In 2014 and
2015 eight volumes were carefully checked and corrected by
three renowned editors. The electronic publication of the Vaclav
Havel Documents was ceremonially launched on 6 January 2016
as part of the Year of Havel.

Works of Pavel Juracek

The series was established in spring 2014, shortly after Marek
Juracek (PavelJuracek’s son) decided to donate the entirety of
his father’s estate to the Library. The very first encounter with
the preserved typed and handwritten manuscripts made clear
the indisputable literary and cultural-historical value of the
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estate, which will require further systematic work. To this end

a partial Pavel Juracek Archive was created while a framework
plan to publish his works was also put in place.

In 2016, two Works of Pavel Juracek volumes underwent editing.
Postava k podpirani. Groteska 1962-1963 (Joseph Kilian. Bur-
lesque, 1962-1963 ), which explores his final authorial film Joseph
Kilian, was published. The title Podobenstvi 1966-1969 (Para-
ble, 1966-1969) will come out in autumn 2017. In cooperation
with the National Film Archive (and therefore outside the series),

a complete collection of Juracek'’s journalistic writings was also
created. A selection was published on 19 April 2017 under the title
Ze Zivota tajtrlikt. Clanky, Gvahy, rozhovory 1954-1978 (From the
Life a Buffoon: Articles, Reflections, Interviews, 1954—-1978).

Vaclav Havel Library Conferences

The Library’s newest series was established in autumn 2014 with
the aim of mapping the proceedings of selected conferences

that the Library has been involved in the preparation and holding
of, either as (co)organiser or guarantor. Compared to regular
conference proceedings, the preparation of these volumes
receives extraordinary care, including in terms of design; each

is accompanied by a piece by an artist for whom the subject has

a close connection and a resonance. 2016 saw the publication in
this series of a collection of papers, edited by Martin Palous, from
the Solidarity of the Shaken conference dedicated to Jan Patocka,
which took place on 15 — 16 May 2013 at the Béhal-Fejér Institute.

Extra-series

The work published here does not differ significantly from the
Library’s regular output in thematic terms; the main difference is
chiefly in genre (sound recordings, DVD) and visual conception
(graphics, format).

These titles were issued in 2016:

Zdenék Lukes: Praha Vaclava Havla (Vaclav
Havel’'s Prague)

Praha Vaclava Havla. Privodce po stavbdch spojenych s Zivo-
tem dramatika, disidenta a prezidenta (Véaclav Havel’s Prague:
A guide to buildings connected to the life of the playwright,
dissident and president) focuses on buildings in the city linked
to the life of that extraordinary figure. The 70 or so Prague build-
ings and open spaces are laid out chronologically, while the book
also delivers biographical information concerning individual
stages of Havel's life, detailed maps and an index of architects.

David Dusek (ed.): Vaclav Havel - Zapisky ob-
vinéného (Vaclav Havel - Notes of the Accused)
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For a long time, nobody had any idea that the fragmented diary
entries, written during his time in investigative remand, existed.
Vaclav Havel never mentioned them and rarely returned to the
subject of his experiences in prison. They were not discovered
until almost two years ago, when David DuSek began sorting
out the estate of his grandfather Zdenék Urbanek — a translator,
essayist and lifelong advisor and friend of Vaclav Havel. Shortly
afterwards he asked three close collaborators of Vaclav Havel's —
philosopher Martin Palou$, Canadian translator Paul Wilson and
diplomat and psychologist Michael Zantovsky — to write essays
that would uncover and elucidate Havel's diary entries. That is
how the concept of the book Zdpisky obvinéného (Notes of the
Accused) came about.

Pavel Hajek (ed.): Hele, Havel! (Hey, It’s Havel!)
The Véaclav Havel Library wished to celebrate what would have
been the 80th birthday of the writer, playwright, philosopher,
human rights campaigner and Czechoslovak and Czech presi-
dent Vaclav Havel and also wanted to enable as many people as
possible to also wish him happy birthday. At the same time, it
was looking for an opportunity to expand recollections of Vaclav
Havel through private memories not be to found in any official
archives, libraries or photography collections. So at the end of
2015 it issued a public appeal entitled Hey, It's Havell! calling

on everybody who had ever spotted Vaclav Havel when they
had a camera with them or had a friend take his picture. The
response was enormous. Between January and June 2016 more
than 1,300 pictures were gathered from 150 photographers or
owners of photographs, of which 100 ended up in the book.

Work was also carried out in 2016 on the titles Pritel a tri tecky
(A Friend and Three Periods) (an anthology of Filip Topol’s lit-
erary writing), Lucerna / Barrandov (a monograph about the
Havel family’s construction projects), Rozhovor s Oldrichem
Skdchou (Interview with Oldrich Skdcha) (his final interview,
complemented by a selection of pictures tracing his “journey to
photography”), Pripad CH 77 — Prfepadeni (The Case of C 77 —
The Assault) (the freshly discovered torso of a typewritten text
by Véaclav Havel, capturing the atmosphere of the initial days fol-
lowing the publication of the “constituent” declaration of Charter
77 inJanuary 1977).

Publishing cooperation

In this area the Library focused on the publication of biographies
of Vaclav Havel in 2016. Cooperation consisted of providing
archival materials, consulting with writers and carrying out
research.
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The central motif of the VH Library’s dramaturgy in 2016 was the commemoration
of what would have been Vaclav Havel’s 80th birthday. To this end, it joined

forces with Art for Amnesty-Amnesty International and the Vaclav Havel Library
Foundation in New York to jointly create the project Havel@80. In the final days of
2015 the Library launched the special website www.havel80.cz, which alongside
the Facebook profile www.facebook.com/HavelAt80/ became the chief means

of promoting the celebrations at home and abroad. The Library launched the
official programme of the “year of Havel” with an Epiphany party for friends

(6. January 2016) and closed it with a large happening at Prague’s Lucerna Palace
entitled Havel@80, or Eighty well-wishers for eighty years.

The VH Library abroad

- 15 - 24 April 2016 | Presentations of the VH Library in Bratisla-
va, Vienna and Kiev

=19 - 21 May 2016 | The VH Library in London

- 20 - 21 September 2016 | Ceremonial launch of the exhibition
Véclav Havel and the Burgtheater in Vienna

- 27 — 28 September 2016 | Happy Havel Day in New York and
Washington

- 7 October 2016 | The VH Library in Berlin

- 19 - 21 October 2016 | Presentation of the VH Library in
Lisbon

- 21 - 22 October 2016 | The VH Library at Buchmesse in Frank-
furt

- 27 — 29 October 2016 | Presentation of the VH Library in the
Hague and Amsterdam

- 8- 10 November 2016 | VH European Dialogues, presentation
of the VH Library in Brussels

- 12 - 13 November 2016 | Central European Forum, Bratislava

- 16 — 20 November 2016 | The VH Library in Burma

- 23 - 25 November 2016 | The VH Library in Madrid

- 26 — 27 November 2016 | Conference on the legacy of VH in
Cambridge

- 6 - 8 December 2016 | Vaclav Havel European Dialogues in
Dublin

Exhibitions

Vaclav Havel: Politics and Conscience

Travelling exhibition marking what would have been Vaclav Hav-
el’'s 80th birthday comprising quotations from his works, as well
as well-known and less familiar photographs. It was organised
in cooperation with the Czech Centres network and the Institute
for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes.

= 20 April - 5 May 2016 | Politics and Conscience at the Czech
Centre in Prague

- 3 August — 18 September 2016 | Politics and Conscience at
Brno’s Kryt 10-Z

- 28 - 30 September 2016 | Politics and Conscience in New York

- 29 September — 31 October 2016 | Politics and Conscience in
Sofia

- 16 November — 18 December 2016 | Politics and Conscience
in Nymburk

- 16 — 17 November 2016 | Politics and Conscience in Islamabad

-5 - 12 December 2016 | Politics and Conscience at the Univer-
sity of Zurich
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20 September 2016 - 17 April 2017 » Theatermuseum,
Lobkowitzpl. 2, Vienna, Austria

His Freedom, Our Freedom: Vaclav Havel at the
Burgtheater

Premieres of works by the playwright, dissident and president
at Vienna's Burgtheater in the years 1976-1986. An exhibition
marking what would have been Vaclav Havel's 80th birthday.
Main organisers: Vaclav Havel Library and Czech Centre Vienna.
Partners: Theatermuseum Wien, Burgtheater /Akademietheater
Wien, Max Reinhardt Seminar Wien.

17 June - 31 October 2016 »

Havel - Prigov and Czech Experimental Art

In cooperation with the Memorial of National Literature, the
Library prepared the collection Vaclav Havel’'s Anticodes for an
extensive international exhibition focused on experimental art-
work at the meeting point of writing, painting and other media
in Czech and Russian culture from the 1960s to the present day.
The exhibition took place at the Hvézda Summer Palace.

5 October - 18 December - Prague 6

A Tribute to Vaclav Havel in Prague 6

Celebration of what would have been the 80th birthday of the first
Czech president, intended not only as a tribute from the citizens of
Prague 6 to their famous co-citizen but above all as an expression
of respect for a person who served freedom and democracy in

an extraordinary way, his literary work and his lifelong work for
human rights around the world. The whole event ran for two and
half months and was unquestionably the most extensive com-
memoration of a life and work that to this day can inspire with
surprising urgency. A Tribute to Vaclav Havel was a joint project of
the Prague 6 Town Hall, the Vaclav Havel Library and Post Bellum
and comprised an outdoor exhibition of large-scale photographs
by Oldfich Skacha and a series of concerts, theatre performances,
film screenings and other events involving the National Technical
Museum, the theatres Dejvické divadlo, Divadlo Semafor, Divadlo
na tahu, Klicperovo divadlo and Divadlo Sklep, and other institu-
tions.

4 October - 17 December 2016 - Dejvické divadlo

theatre, Prague

Five Candles for Vaclav Havel,

Five evenings entitled Five Candles for Vaclav Havel were held

at Anti.kvariata, the small stage of Dejvické divadlo theatre,
between the start of October and the middle of December.
Individuals connected to President Vaclav Havel were invited to
each evening, either in person or through their work. The Library
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Billboard on the facade of Vienna’s Theatermuseum for the exhibition His
Freedom, Our Freedom: Vidclav Havel at the Burgtheatr.
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Havel@80, or Eighty well-wishers for eighty years — Grand Hall, Lucerna
Palace.
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contributed to the project through the personal involvement of
director Michael Zantovsky, head of dramaturgy Jachym Topol
and expert consultations.

5 October 2016 - National Technical Museum

A Tribute to Vaclav Havel - Walkabout

Opening of a large-scale exhibition in the streets of Dejvice that pre-
sented pictures by the president’s court photographer Oldfich Ska-
cha on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of Vaclav Havel's birth.

15 December 2016 - Villa Pellé

Our District’s Literati

Guests: Michael Zantovsky, Milan Uhde, Andrej Krob and Zuzana
Stivinova.

16 - 17 December 2016 - National Technical Library, Prague
Film Marathon in Honour of Vaclav Havel
Previously unseen footage from President Vaclav Havel's first
trip to North Bohemia in February 1990 was part of a special
film marathon of authentic views of Vaclav Havel and, through
him, of recent Czech and Czechoslovak history.

Film marathon programme

Friday 16 December 2016

Appearance by Vaclav Havel in connection with Jan
Palach’s sacrifice

Czechoslovak Television, 1969, director: Sylvia Pojarova, 3 min.
Screening: Friday 16. 12. 2016, 17.10.

Imprisoned by the Iron Curtain - Vaclav Havel, prisoner no. 9658
Czech Television, 2007, director: Marcel Petrov, 13 min.
Screening: Friday 16. 12. 2016, 17.15.

Letters to Olga

Original Video Journal, 1986, director: Michal Hybek, 24 min.
Screening: Friday 16. 12. 2016, 17.30.

Samizdat: The Emergence of Dispatch Editions

Czech Television — Prvni vefejnopravni — Slovak Television, 2000,
director: Andrej Krob, 57 min.

Screening: Friday 16. 12. 2016, 18.00.

The Hradec¢ek Phenomenon, or Ghosts Beneath Brectejn
Czech Television — Prvni verejnopravni, 2008, director: Andrej
Krob, 2008, 57 min.

Screening: Friday 16. 12. 2016, 19.05.

And The Beggar’'s Opera Once Again

Czech Television — Original Video Journal, director: Olga Som-
merova, 1996, 54 min.

Screening: Friday 16. 12. 2016, 20.10.

Havel@80
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Citizen Havel Rolls Another Barrel

Chicago Motion Pictures — Space Films — EALLIN, 2009, director:
Jan Novak — Adam Novak, 72 min.

Screening: Friday 16. 12. 2016, 21.15.

Our Vasek

Czech Television — Media Kontakt, 2013, director: Krystyna
Krauze, 52 min.

Screening: Friday 16. 12. 2016, 22.35.

Olga

Film & Sociologie — Jarmila Polakovéa, Czech Television, 2014,
director: Miroslav Janek, 87 min.

Screening: Friday 16. 12. 2016, 23.40.

Prague 28 October 1989

MTV, 1989, director unknown, 18 min.

Screening: Friday 16. 12. 2016, 01.15.

Saturday 17 December 2016

Journey to North Bohemia

Produced and directed by: Jan Vorac, 1990, 20 min.
Screening: Saturday 17. 12. 2016, 10.10.

Vaclav Havel, Prague-Castle Il

Screening: Saturday 17. 12. 2016, 10.30.

Citizen Havel

Film a sociologie — FTV — Negativ — Michael Wolkowitz, 2007, di-
rector: Pavel Koutecky a Screening: Saturday 17. 12. 2016, 11.35.
Heart Above the Castle

Jan Némec Film, 2007, director: Jan Némec, 48 min., English
subtitles

Screening: Saturday 17. 12. 2016, 13.50.

Life According to Vaclav Havel

Czech Television — Arte — Negativ, 2014, director: Andrea
Sedlackova, 71 min., English subtitles

Screening: Saturday 17. 12. 2016, 14.45.

Leaving

Buc-Film — Czech Television, 2011, director: Vaclav Havel,
91 min., English subtitles

Screening: Saturday 17. 12. 2016, 16.00.

Consultation and participation in events:

The story of the Civic Forum logo / Vitézné namésti farmers’
market 12. 11. 2016

Divadlo Sklep theatre: Mills / Divadlo Semafor theatre 30. 10. 2016
Divadlo na tahu theatre: The Beggar’s Opera / Divadlo Semafor
theatre 6. 11. 2016

Klicperovo divadlo Hradec Kréalové theatre: Slum Clearance /
Divadlo Semafor theatre 13. 11. 2016

Five Candles for Vaclav Havel — Divadlo na tahu theatre: Protest /
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Dejvické divadlo theatre 17. 12. 2016

15 October 2016

Havel@80 at Lucerna, or Eighty well-wishers
for Eighty Years

17.00 Ceremonial launch of the exhibition Hey, It's Havel! linked
to a presentation of the book of the same title. The Vaclav Havel
Library wished to celebrate what would have been the 80th
birthday of the writer, playwright, philosopher, human rights
campaigner and Czechoslovak and Czech president Vaclav Havel
and also wanted to enable as many people as possible to also
wish him happy birthday. At the same time, it was looking for
an opportunity to expand recollections of Vaclav Havel through
private memories not be to found in any official archives, librar-
ies or photography collections. So at the end of 2015 the Hey,
It's Havell public appeal was launched, calling on everybody
who had ever spotted Vaclav Havel when they had a camera
with them or had a friend take his picture. The response was
enormous. Between January and June 2016 more than 1,300
pictures were gathered from 150 photographers or owners of
photographs (in a parallel crowd-funding campaign more than
CZK 220,000 was collected from 239 donors toward the publi-
cation of the book/catalogue of the same title). A selection of the
most noteworthy pictures, accompanied by stories from their
authors or donors, was included in the exhibition and book Hey,
It’s Havel! The exhibition ran until 16 November 2016.

18.00 Musical programme on four stages. Two stages in the
Lucerna Grand Hall, the Lucerna Music Bar and a folk stage in
the Lucerna main cinema hall saw performances by:

Michal Ambroz & Hudba Prague, Bohdan Blahovec, Jan Burian,
Carton Clan, Circus Ponorka, Cokovoko, Jifi Dédec&ek, Dunajska
vlna, Lenka Dusilova & Baromantika, Dagmar Havlova llkovic¢ova
a lvan M. Havel, Bohdan Holomic¢ek, Eva Holubova, Helena
Houdova, Houpaci koné, Jaroslav Hutka, Ille, Jablkor, Miroslav
Janek, Kieslowski, Kittchen, David Koller, Cestmir Kopecky, Krasné
nové stroje, Jana Uriel Kratochvilova & Illuminatica, Andrej Krob,
Kvéty, Lanugo, Milan Lasica, Laura a jeji tygfi, Longital, Jirf Madl,
Mama Bubo, Vladimir Merta, Jan Hruby & Ondrej Fencl, Monika
Naceva, Michal Pavli¢ek a Pavel Borkovec quartet, Nerez, Ondrej
Némec, Noisy Pots, Ohm square, Petr Oslzly, Oskar Petr, The
Plastic People of the Universe, Plexis, Portless, The Prostitutes,
PSH a Vladimir 518, Lucie Redlov4, Republic of Two, Bfetislav
Rychlik, Fernando Saunders & friends, Andrea Sedlackova, Karel
Schwarzenberg, Emma Smetana, Olga Sommerova, Zuzana
Stivinova, Zdenék Suchy, Tam Tam Batucada, Tea Jay Ivo, Jachym
Topol, Vlastimil Tres$ridk a Alo Trio Band, Magda Vasaryova, Tana
Vilhelmova, Vlozte kocku, Dasa Vokata a Oldrich Kaiser, Alexander
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Vondra, Zrni, Michael Zantovsky, Zivé kvety, Vaclav Havel & Ferdi-
nand Vanék.

18.00 film screenings in small cinema hall: Life According to
Vaclav Havel (dir. Andrea Sedlackova), Olga (dir. Mirek Janek),
Leaving (dir. Vaclav Havel).

Accompanying events

5 October 2016

Czech Radio Vitava: Live Mozaika about
Vaclav Havel

Live broadcast of the arts show Mozaika marking the anni-
versary of Vaclav Havel's birth. The theatre expert and editor
of Anticodes Lenka Jungmannova discussed his literary and
dramatic work, director David Radok described his experienc-
es of working on Havel's final completed play Leaving, and the
Library’s programme director JAchym Topol explained the links
between the institution and the name in its title. Monika Naceva
sang, accompanied by Michal Pavli¢ek on guitar.

13. October 2016

Big Book Thursday - Vaclav Havel: Notes

of the Accused

Ceremonial presentation of a facsimile of a previously unpub-
lished 1977 diary kept by Vaclav Havel. For a long time, nobody
had any idea that the fragmented diary entries, written during
his time in investigative remand, existed. Vaclav Havel never
mentioned them and rarely returned to the subject of his ex-
periences in prison. They were not discovered until almost two
years ago, when David Dusek began sorting out the estate of his
grandfather Zdenék Urbanek — a translator, essayist and lifelong
advisor and friend of Vaclav Havel.

The book Zdapisky obvinéného (Notes of the Accused) is a collec-
tion of essays by philosopher Martin Palou$, Canadian translator
Paul Wilson, Véaclav Havel Library editor Anna Freimanova and
diplomat and psychologist Michael Zantovsky, who attempted
to uncover and elucidate Havel's (frequently abbreviated) diary
entries.
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The World of Vaclav Havel

The programme under the heading The World of Vaclav Havel comprises a variety
of domestic and foreign “biographical” events that the Library organises or is
actively involved in. In 2016 its central plank was the fourth annual Vaclav Havel
Human Rights Prize, alongside the project Vaclav Havel European Dialogues, the
debate series Our Journey Back to the World Map and, last but not least, the
expanding network of memorial spots named Vaclav Havel’s Places.

The Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize
The prize is bestowed in memory of Vaclav Havel, playwright,
fighter against totalitarianism, leader of the 1989 Velvet Revolu-
tion, Czechoslovak and Czech president, and a symbol of vigilance
against despotism. Individuals, non-governmental organisations
and institutions advocating for adherence to human rights may

be nominated. Alongside a diploma and a plaque, laureates of the
Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize receive a reward of EUR 60,000.

A seven-member committee headed by the president of the
Parliamentary Assembly or their designee selects the recipient
of the Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize. Three jury members
are named by the office of the Parliamentary Assembly and
three by the Vaclav Havel Library in conjunction with the Char-
ter 77 Foundation, conditional on none of them being currently
in the Parliamentary Assembly. The committee assesses all the
nominees and chooses three finalists, whose names are made
public a month before the announcement of the winner. This
takes place at the first autumn plenary session of the Parlia-
mentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. All three finalists
are invited to the prize announcement in Strasburg before
moving on to Prague for an international conference in honour
of the laureate. The six independent members of the committee
are appointed for two years and are allowed to continue for

a second term.

The nomination process for the fourth year of the award was
open from the first half of January to the end of April 2016. On
the basis of nominations received by 30 August, the seven-mem-
ber expert committee chose and informed the trio of finalists.

The 2016 laureate was the Yazidi activist Nadia Murad. She
accepted the prize in person from Pedro Agramunt, president of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, in Stras-
bourg on 10 October 2016.

The Vaclav Havel Library held an international conference
entitled Fences, Walls and Ditches: Freedom of Movement
as a Human Right? in honour of the laureate (12. 10. 2016,
Prague Crossroads). The conference was launched by the
executive director of the Vaclav Havel Library, Michael Zan-
tovsky, who also chaired a discussion with the finalists. The
keynote speech came from Michael Ignatieff, director of the
Central European University. Alongside the three finalists,
there were a number of notable participants from home and
abroad: Martin Palous (president of the Vaclav Havel Library
Foundation), Ales Bialiatski (director of the organisation
Viasna), Anar Mammadli (Azerbajiani human rights advocate),
Saso Ordanoski (Macedonian journalist), Eva Jifi¢na (architect
and designer), Tomas Prouza (Czech state secretary for Eu-
ropean affairs), Martin Woollacott (journalist, The Guardian),
Daniela Drtinova (journalist, DVTV), Ondfej Liska (activist),
Montserrat Feixas Vihe (UNHRC representative for Central
Europe) and Aleksander Kaczorowski (editor-in-chief, Aspen
Review Central Europe). The closing address was delivered
by Karel Schwarzenberg, Library founder and chairman of
the foreign affairs committee of the Chamber of Deputies of
the Czech Parliament. The panel-based conference explored
Europe’s degree of openness, how its Eastern borders are
restricted or respected and, last but not least, the issue of
Brexit — the UK’s voluntary departure from the EU.
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Vaclav Havel European Dialogues

The Véaclav Havel European Dialogues is an international project
that aims to initiate and stimulate discussion on issues deter-
mining the direction of contemporary Europe while referring to
the European spiritual legacy of Vaclav Havel. The project takes
its main inspiration from Vaclav Havel's essay The Power of

the Powerless. More than other similarly focused projects, the
Vaclav Havel European Dialogues aim to offer the “powerless”

a platform to express themselves and in so doing to strengthen
their position within Europe.

Itis planned as a long-term project and involves cooperation
with other organisations in various European cities. Individual
events, which take the form of conferences, discussions, debates
or meetings, are targeted primarily at secondary and third-level
students, as well as specialists and members of the public inter-
ested in European issues.

30. 5. 2016 » DOX Centre for Contemporary Art, Prague

A Europe Facing a Migration and Refugee
Crisis: The EU, Nation States and Civic Society
The third annual conference of the Vaclav Havel European
Dialogues project focused on pressing issues surrounding
migration and the acceptance of refugees’ “difference” by Eu-
rope’s majority society.

The executive director of the Vaclav Havel Library, Michael
Zantovsky, the French political scientist Jacques Rupnik and the
former Czech ambassador to the UK, Pavel Seifter, spoke at the
beginning of the conference, which was attended by academics
and senior politicians as well as students, representatives of
various civic groups and journalists.

The first panel, focused on migration and European security, fea-
tured lvan Gabal (Prague), Michela Ceccorulli (Bologna), Natalie
Nougayrede (London), Pia Bungarten (Bonn / Berlin) and Michael
Zantovsky (Prague).

The second panel, exploring the issue of the borders of Schen-
gen, saw an exchange of views by Catherine Wihtol de Wenden
(Paris), Karel Schwarzenberg (Prague), Attila Melegh (Buda-
pest), Leonidas Cheliotis (Athens / London) and Tony Curzon
Prize (London).

The following panel on the Balkans refugee route featured
contributions from Jova Teokarevi¢ (Belgrade), Veton Surroi
(Pristina), Saso Ordanoski (Skopje) and Jacques Rupnik (Paris).
The fourth panel, entitled poetically Quo vadis, Europe?, saw
deliberations on the future of the “old continent” from Aleksand-
er Smolar (Paris), Attila Melegh (Budapest), Martin M. Simecka
(Bratislava) and Ludék Niedermayer (Prague / Brussels).

The conference culminated with a debate between the Czech
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prime minister, Bohuslav Sobotka, and the European commis-
sioner for justice, consumers and gender equality, Véra Jourova.
The discussion was chaired by VH Library executive director
Michael Zantovsky.

The conference A Europe Facing a Migration and Refugee Crisis
was held in cooperation with the Permanent Representation of
the European Commission in the CR, Sekyra Group, the DOX
Centre for Contemporary Art and Czech Television.

Other events

18 January 2016

Us, Europe and the World

A debate about Czech foreign policy values, national interests,
human rights, European security and Vaclav Havel with co-cre-
ators of Havel's foreign policy — Karel Schwarzenberg, Alexandr
Vondra and Michael Zantovsky. The debate was relayed live by
Czech Television on its website.

25 January 2016

Havel at the Klinika Squat: The Underground
Then and the Underground Now

Musical recordings with commentary as an effort to compare
the underground of “the Havel era” with today’s underground
scene. Can an underground even exist? Does something connect
musicians “forced to the margins” in the normalisation era and in
the 21st century? What changes did the advent of the digital age
bring? Is contemporary musical resistance further left than its
predecessors? Pavel Klusak conceived and hosted the evening,
which also featured a concert by the band Potmé.

15 February 2016

A Quarter-Century of the Visegrad Four

A quarter-century after the signing of a treaty on closer coopera-
tion between Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland on integra-
tion into European structures is a good time to consider whether
and in what respects Central European cooperation has proven
effective, in what ways it has not, and what kind of future it has

in the European Union.

Guests included Andrzej Jagodzinski, Gyorgy Varga and Martin
Bultora. Michael Zantovsky chaired the talk.

14 March 2016

For Our Freedom and Yours: Havel and Lithuania
Lithuania independence was renewed on 11 March 1990,
meaning that a quarter century has now passed since freedom
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Yazidi activist Nadia Murad became the laureate of the Véclav Havel
Human Rights Prize in 2016. Picture taken at the conference Fences,
Walls and Ditches: Freedom of Movement as a Human Right?

which the Vdclav Havel Library and the Charter 77 Foundation

held in her honour on 12 October 2016.

Participants in the closing discussion of the third annual Véclav Havel Eu-
ropean Dialogues conference on the subject of A Europe facing a migration
and refugee crisis: the EU, nation states and civic society (30 May 2016)
included the Czech prime minister, Bohuslav Sobotka, and the European
commissioner for justice, consumers and gender equality, Véra Jourovd. The
discussion was chaired by VH Library executive director Michael Zantovsky.

Ladislav Snopko and Gyérgy Varga at a debate entitled A Quarter-
Century of the Visegrad Four. (15 February 2016)
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and democracy changed the fates of the societies of the then
Czechoslovakia and Lithuania. In the case of Lithuania, the tran-
sition to an independent state claimed human lives, sacrificed
during an attack by Soviet forces on Vilnius's television tower on
13 January 1991.

Twenty-five years after those events the words of Vaclav Havel
are still pertinent. We are standing, he said, before the most
important task in our history, to make sure “that the large and
powerful will never again be able to decide on the fates of the
small and less powerful.” (Speech at Vilnius University, 1996)
Direct participants in the political and civic events of that

time, Alexandr Vondra (CEVRO Institut) and Almis Grybauskas
(Masaryk University), took part in the discussion, as did the
experts on the Baltic region Lubo$ Svec and Pavel Stoll (Charles
University). Michael Zantovsky moderated.

Held in cooperation with the Embassy of the Republic of Lithu-
ania and the Institute of International Studies at the Faculty of
Social Sciences at Charles University.

5 April 2016

Five Years of Leaving

An evening of remembrances held in connection with the fifth
anniversary of the premiere of the film Leaving, Vaclav Hav-
el's directorial debut. The debate focused on Vaclav Havel's work
as a director while visitors got to see excerpts from the crea-
tor’s manuscripts, behind-the-scenes photographs, costume
designs and other documents.

Guests: actor Josef Abrham, producer Jaroslav Boucek, cine-
matographer Jan Malii and others. Michael Zantovsky chaired
the discussion.

6 April 2016

The New Left, Czech-Style: Havel’'s The Power
of the Powerless in the Western Context

At the end of the 1960s the New Left rejected not only the
capitalism of the West but also the bureaucratism of the Soviet
East and with it Western trade union bodies and political parties,
social democratic and communist. Against their hierarchical and
centralised organisation “from above” they proposed anarchistic
and decentralised self-organisation “from below”. Contrasting
with their plans to remake society by means of state power, they
called for the transformation of life on the basis of immediate
decisions by individuals. Instead of a Utopia that would follow
the arrival of a bright future “there and later” they advocated for
a revolution of everyday life “here and now”. Knowledge of this
programme will have proven interesting to readers of The Power
of the Powerless.
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A debate with political scientist Pavel Bar$a based loosely on his
most recent book Cesty k emancipaci (Paths to Emancipation)
was helmed by Jachym Topol.

13 May 2016

Presentation of Vaclav Havel’s Prague at Book
World Prague 2016

Festival presentation of Zdenék Luke$’s book Praha Vdclava
Havla (Véaclav Havel’s Prague), which introduces 70 Prague ad-
dresses linked to the life and work of the playwright, dissident,
last Czechoslovak and first Czech president Vaclav Havel.
Across a number of chapters, the guidebook presents in
pictures by Pavel Hroch and other photographers buildings
constructed by his grandfather and father, such as the Lucerna
Palace and buildings at Barrandov, as well as spots connected
to Havel's childhood and youth and his periods as a successful
playwright and as a dissident.

It also takes in Prague Castle, which during his years as pres-
ident Vaclav Havel did a great deal to make more welcoming,
alongside places associated with the final years of his life. The
mosaic of locations includes buildings with all kinds of functions
— from his favourite pubs, cafés and theatres to the apartments
of dissident, StB interrogation centres and prisons to new
additions to the Castle. The 70 or so Prague buildings and open
spaces are laid out chronologically, while the book also delivers
biographical information concerning individual stages of Hav-
el's life, detailed maps and an index of architects.

14 May 2016

Browsing with the Vaclav Havel Library,

Book World Prague

An overview of the latest publications from the Vaclav Havel
Library: Gauneriz Hornich Pocernic (The Rogues of Horni Pocer-
nice), Hovory v Lanech Ill. (1992) (Talks from Lany Il (1992)),
Pavel Jurdcek: Postava k podpirani (Pavel Jurdacek: Joseph
Killian).
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Josef Abrham at a gathering held on the fifth anniversary of the making
of Vdclav Havel’s sole film as director, Leaving. (5 April 2016)
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Chief dramaturge of the VHL Jachym Topol presents its “club” programme
at Ostrovni 13. (21 June 2016)
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11 -12 June

Museum Night: The Nineties at Prague Castle
As part of the 2016 Museum Night OldFich Skacha’s photo-
graphs from Prague Castle in the 1990s were projected with
loose commentary by Michael Zantovsky and Vladimir Hanzel,
who at that time served as Vaclav Havel's spokesman and sec-
retary. The permanent exhibition on Vaclav Havel was also open
throughout the evening, supplemented by an exhibition taking
visitors behind the scenes of Leaving been prepared in connec-
tion with the fifth anniversary of its premiere.

21 June 2016

The Library at the Library

...or Everything you always wanted to know about the Vaclav
Havel Library but were afraid to ask. A late afternoon dedicated
to the mission, mysteries and plans of the Vaclav Havel Library.
Appearing alongside director Michael Zantovsky were editor
Anna Freimanov4, archive head Martin Vidlak, programme dram-
aturge Jachym Topol, head of production Pavel Hajek, photogra-
pher Ondrej Némec and others.

22 June 2016

The Withdrawal of Soviet Troops

The turn of June and July 1991 saw the extinction once and
for all of the official remnants of the former Soviet Bloc in
Central Europe: On 28 June the Council for Mutual Econom-
ic Assistance was dissolved in Budapest; on 30 June Soviet
troops left Czechoslovakia; and on 1 July, under the presiden-
cy of President Vaclav Havel, the Warsaw Pact was dissolved
in Prague. Then minister of defence Lubo$ Dobrovsky and
Federal Assembly deputy Michael Kocab discussed events at
that time and the Kremlin’s present day efforts at a re-division
of Europe and sphere of influence. The debate was chaired by
Jakub Zelezny.

18 - 21 August 2016

The VH Library at Trutnoff Open Air

In 2016 it was again possible to find a favourite oasis of calm
amid the sea of loud music. Ondrej Némec projected photo-
graphs as part of the Underground tent’s programme.
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22 August - 11 September 2016

The Longest Night - 21. 8. 1968

Exhibition presenting freshly discovered information about the
military occupation of Czechoslovakia on the night of 20 and 21
August 1968 that showed visitors individual phases of the mili-
tary preparation and political execution of the whole operation.
The curators drew on previously unpublished pictures from the
Austria-based Dutch photographer Okky Offerhaus acquired
by the National Archive in 2011. Other photos used came from
the organising institutions: the Police Museum and the Military
History Institute, as well as the Central Military Archive in Prague
and the Czech Army’s Administrative Archive in Olomouc. The
exhibition was organised in cooperation with the Police of the

Czech Republic and the Office for the Documentation and Inves-

Participants in the first panel of the conference Whose media, whose
Interests? Ownership, public sphere and online space. (18 September
2016).

tigation of the Crimes of Communism.

18 September 2016

Whose Media, Whose Interests? Ownership,
Public Sphere and Online Space

The aim of this conference was to reflect critically upon some

of the main issues that currently surround debates about the
performance of media in the Czech Republic and Central Europe
in general, in particular changing models of media ownership,
the independence of public service broadcasting, as well as the
spreading of disinformation and propaganda via social network
sites. The conference was jointly organized by the Vaclav Havel
Library, the Aspen Institute Prague and the Centre for the Study
of Political Philosophy, Ethics and Religion, Charles University in
Prague, with support from the Reuters Institute for the Study of
Journalism, the University of Oxford and Sekyra group.

The debate was simultaneously translated into Czech.
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Invitation to the evening Directing Havel. (11 October 2016)

29 September - 1 October 2016

Tabook - Festival of Good Publishers

Stand and presentation of both new and tried and tested Vaclav
Havel Library titles.

7 October 2016

Babylon Review Conference: The Past in Us

The editors of the Babylon literary review moderated a discus-
sion on the question: How does the totalitarian past influence
the positions we hold today, be it on the immigration crisis, our
stance on authoritarian regimes and movements, or freedom
and tolerance? How to react in the arts sphere to the rise in
hatred in society? Screenwriters, literary scientists and political
scientists from Slovakia, Ukraine, Russia, Hungary and Poland
came together in Prague for a debate held under Babylon’s wing.

11 October 2016

Directing Havel

Debate with leading directors of Vaclav Havel's plays. Guests:
Andrej Krob, Ivo Krobot, Vladimir Moravek, Petr Oslzly, Jakub
Spalek and Daniel Spinar. Anna Freimanovéa and Michael Zan-
tovsky hosted the evening.

17 October 2016

Can a Politician who Respects Values Succeed
in the 21st Century?

Across Europe populists are coming to power. They like to
present themselves as the defenders of the values that underpin
Western civilisation. Their influence sometimes exceeds that of
those politicians who are developing the legacy of the founders
of the EU and refuse to take the populist route. What chance do
politics based on values have today? Guests: Pavel Bélobradek,
deputy prime minister of the CR, Pavel Svoboda, MEP, Georg
Milbradt, economist and former prime minister of Bavaria, and
Jan Sokol, philosopher and teacher.

The debate was conducted in Czech and English and simultane-
ously translated.
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16 November 2016

Theatre on the Balustrade in Absurd Times

of Absurdist Theatre

A discussion among veterans of the golden age of Divadlo Na
zabradli (Theatre on the Balustrade) in the 1960s discusses how
Jan Grossman presented the greats of Theatre of the Absurd to
Prague audiences and how he and Vaclav Havel created their
own variation on that form of theatre. Sharing their recollections
were then members of Divadlo Na zdbradli Marie Malkova, Hana
Smrckova, Jan Preucil and others. Anna Freimanova hosted the
evening.

17 November 2016

Vaclav Havel’s Living Room, Namésti

Vaclava Havla

As part of celebrations of the 27th anniversary of the Velvet
Revolution we created “Vaclav Havel's Living Room” — a space for
sitting, public readings, buying books, listening to Vaclav Hav-
el's speeches and other activities. The “Living Room” was one
element of the project Thanks for Being Able To — Narodni Prom-
enade 2016, when for the third time Narodni was converted

into a promenade, a pedestrian zone full of street art, concerts
and other arts events. With this large-scale street celebration
contemporary students expressed their gratitude to those who
brought about freedom and democracy and those capable of
treating them responsibly today.

19 November 2016

Theatre Night at the Vaclav Havel

Library

As part of the Theatre Night, the Library offered visitors two
titles, each in its own way archival.

VACLAV HAVEL: ELA, HELA AND THE HITCH

Student theatre production of a 1961 Vaclav Havel micro-play
performed by the Charlieho foxici company from the George of
Podébrady Grammar School in Podébrady.

VACLAV HAVEL: TEMPTATION

Avideo filmed almost 30 years ago in “field” conditions in the
deep totalitarian period. As a banned playwright, there was no
way Vaclav Havel could see his play on stage in 1985. Therefore
Andrej Krob decided to use new “dissident” video cameras to
shoot Temptation with friends of his and Vaclav’s. All involved
learned camera and microphone work, acting and editing “on
the hoof”. However, in the end the author was pleased with the
two-and-a-half-hour production, praising the creators for not
losing the meaning of the play despite the naive rawness of the

v oblasti srdce

R

29.9.—1.10.2016

Poster for the Tabook 2016 festival of small publishers.
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Jifi Suk — Kristina Andélova (eds.)

Cover of the book One Day Something Will Rebel in Our Greengrocer:
Essays on The Power of the Powerless, which was ceremonially presented
at the VHL’s club on 29 November 2016.
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video; indeed, he found the authenticity of the amateur actors to
be exceptional.

Starring Ilvan M. Havel and Lukas$ Hrabéta. Also featuring Karel
Bures, Jarmila Bélikova, Ale$ Duda, Sylvie Krobova, Jana Seky-
rova, Petr Tatoun, Jifi Mrazek, Dagmar Havlova-Ilkovicova, lvan
Sekyra, Petrugka Sustrova, Jan Kagpar and others.

29 November 2016

One Day Something Will Rebel in Our Green-
grocer: Essays on The Power of the Powerless
The Power of the Powerless is one of the most important and
frequently discussed dissident texts. It was written in 1978 in
the singular conditions of a Communist dictatorship. Neverthe-
less it is clear that, even nearly 40 years after its first publication
in samizdat and with those circumstances now a memory, it has
not lost any of its power to inspire, as attested to by new transla-
tions into languages such as Arabic and Ukrainian.

What was it about Havel's essay that spoke to and didn’t speak
to its age? And what can it offer the contemporary period?
These framework questions were considered by sociologist
Milo$ Havelka, political essayist Petr Pithart, philosopher Martin
Skabraha and literary historian Roman Kanda, who — alongside
27 other local and international authors — contributed to the
book Jednoho dne se v nasem zelindri cosi vzbouri. Eseje o Moci
bezmocnych (One Day Something Will Rebel in Our Green
Grocer: Essays on The Power of the Powerless). The volume was
prepared for publication by Jifi Suk and Kristina Andélova from
the Contemporary History Institute at the Czech Academy of
Sciences.

15 December 2016

Appassionata humana

A stage show combing music and excerpts from Vaclav Hav-

el's essay A Word About Words. The programme was prepared
and the text delivered by FrantiSek Derfler, an actor with the
National Theatre in Brno, teacher and Charter 77 signatory.
Margit Kolackova performed on the cello.

In the second part of the programme we screened the short

film Letters to Olga, which was made in 1986 by Original Video
Journal cameraman Michal Hybek.

This testimony from a persecuted man, which was filmed when
he was “underground” during a stay at a clandestine apartment,
comprises shots that could only have been shot by a close friend.
It shows Vaclav Havel in private solitude in a snow-covered
Hradecek, meaning in the situation in which he wrote most of his
plays and essays. The film presents Vaclav Havel as few know
him, despite this being the way — if he wasn’t in jail — he spent



I"///""I The World of Vaclav Havel 39

the great majority of the 1970s and 1980s.
Presented in connection with the fifth anniversary of Vaclav
Havel's death.

16 December 2016

Understanding Havel

Vaclav Havel as a playwright, dissident, politician, prisoner,
president... Michael Zantovsky spoke with David S. Danaher

and Kieran Williams, two US Czech Studies experts who have
authored new monographs on Havel.

The debate took place in Czech with some forays into English.
David S. Danaher is a professor at the Department of Slavic Lan-
guages and Literature at the University of Wisconsin in Madison.

His work is chiefly focused on teaching and research linked to

. . " David S. Danaher and Kieran Williams in discussion with
the Czechoslovak dissident Vaclav Havel, Tolstoy and cognitive Michael Zantovsky at an evening entitled Understanding Havel.

ethnolinguistics. (16 December 2016)

Kieran Williams is a political scientist who lectures at Drake Uni-
versity in the US. He is a graduate of Princeton and Oxford and is
the author of The Prague Spring and its Aftermath and a biogra-
phy of Vaclav Havel published in 2016.
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The Vaclav Havel Library Club

The Vaclav Havel Club is one of the Library’s key activities for the public
and is part of the World of Vaclav of Havel. Within its framework, events
targeted particularly at students and those interested in literature, theatre,

contemporary history, political debate and general social themes are held at the

Library’s premises.

Family and Friends of Vaclav Havel

20 January 2016

Ivan Medek - A Certain Voice

Evening dedicated to the musicologist and journalist Ivan Me-
dek, a Charter 77 signatory and Voice of America editor whose
mesmeric language helped shape the events of 1989 in Czech-
oslovakia. lvan Medek, a living chronicle of the 20th century and
anirreplaceable colleague of Vaclav Havel's, was recalled by
Helena Medkova, Ivan Binar and Pavel Fischer.

From 18:30 there was a screening of Dominik Jan'’s film Ivan
Medek — A Certain Voice (40 min), followed by a debate.

The evening took place in cooperation with the Czechoslovak
Documentation Centre.

27 January 2016

Evening with Pavel Kohout

Pavel Kohout, playwright and novelist, Czech and Austrian poet,
representative of Constructivist poetry, Prague Spring activist,
one of Charter 77's founders, a forced exile... in an interview
with Michael Zantovsky.

29 February 2016

Joseph Killian

Ceremonial presentation of the latest volume of the Works of
Pavel Juracek, combined with a screening of restored versions of
his films Joseph Killian and Case for a Rookie Hangman.

“In Husova St. in the Old Town a caretaker sits in the sun and reads
and he passes by her, crossing to the shade on the other side, he
has his hands in his pockets and sees nothing, despite the other
pedestrians raising their heads and fixing their eyes on one spot.
But eventually he too looks in that direction, remains standing
and blankly stares upwards at a company sign on which his

written CAT RENTAL. What is this nonsense, Cat Rental,
for Christ’s sake, what is this nonsense? You wander the
city and suddenly you run into nonsense that’s out of
reach! So he reaches up to the frame of the shop window,
looks at photographs of cats, reads the name of the
person in charge, looks inside haltingly and touches

the handle, why not, what can happen, he presses the
handle and enters...”

Event held in cooperation with the National Film Archive.

9 May 2016

Jan Drabek on Vaclav Havel and

Vladimir Krajina

The diplomat and author Jan Drabek presented his recollections
of Vaclav Havel, with whom he became friends in early child-
hood. The two later studied together and their lives intersected
in the US in the 1960s, during the Soviet invasion and later at
Prague Castle and in diplomacy...

Jan Drabek also introduced his book Dva Zivoty Viadimira
Krajiny (The Two Lives of Vladimir Krajina), the story of a teacher
and politician who was one of the most important figures in the
domestic resistance during the Protectorate era. Along with the
author, Jaroslav Cvanéara, Martina Fialkova and publisher Michal
Moravec discussed exceptional figures in recent Czech history.
Vratislav Ebr hosted the evening.

21 September 2016

Vaclav Benda - Politician

Evening dedicated to what would have been the 70th birthday
of Vaclav Benda, a Catholic, right-wing politician, Charter 77
spokesman and founder and first chairman of the Christian
Democratic Party. Kamila Bendova shared her recollections of
him.
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22 September 2016

Without FrantiSek Janouch Even

the Sea Doesn't Slosh

Bez Frantiska Janoucha ani more neSplouchd (Without Fran-
tiSek Janouch Even the Sea Doesn’t Slosh) is the title of a new
book, subtitled Mozaika vypovédi svédkt jednoho neobycejného
Zivota (A Mosaic of Testimonies of Witnesses to One Extraordi-
nary Life), that was presented at the Vaclav Havel Library on the
occasion of the 85th birthday of FrantiSek Janouch. A nuclear
physicist and Charter 77 spokesperson, after emigrating to
Sweden Janouch set up the Charter 77 Foundation, which sent
funds to help local dissidents in Czechoslovakia. Post-1989 he
succeeded in finding a new role for the foundation, with the
Barriers Account becoming one of the most significant Czech
charity organisations.

Moderated by Michael Zantovsky.

Held in cooperation with the Charter 77 Foundation

and the Czechoslovak Documentation Centre.

Eminent visitors at the
Vaclav Havel Library

11 January 2016

Karel Janecek: Democracy 2.1

Mathematician Karel Janecek introduced his innovative Democ-
racy 2.1 (D21) voting system. The original intention was to create
an electoral system that would enable the selection of higher
quality leaders. In time it became clear, however, that D21 could
be applied universally, bearing fruit in municipalities, companies,
schools and all kinds of communities. The key benefit of D21 is
that it makes group decision-making more effective and delivers
consensual results. It provides people with more votes and
means greater numbers are satisfied with outcomes. D21 has
sparked interest in the Czech Republic and internationally.

5 February 2016

Meeting with Ai Weiwei

Meeting with one of the best-known contemporary Chinese
artists, Ai Weiwei, who was visiting Prague in connection with
the launch of the exhibition Zodiac Heads at the National Gallery
in Prague. The discussion, which was helmed by the National
Gallery’s director Jifi Fajt and included sinologist Olga Lomova
from Charles University’s Faculty of Arts, took in not only Ai Wei-
wei’s art but also the contemporary political and human rights
situation in China.

VH Library director Michael Zantovsky introduced the debate.
The event was held in cooperation with the National Gallery in

The Vaclav Havel Library Club ll'll

Ceremonial presentation of the 4th volume of the Works of Pavel Jurdcek,
Joseph Kilian. (Galerie Lucerna, 29 February 2016)

Frantisek Janouch, Karel Schwarzenberg and Vilém Precan prior to the
start of the evening Without FrantiSek Janouch Even the Sea Doesn't
Slosh. (22 September 2016)
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Karel Janecek introduced his vision for the innovative Democracy 2.1
voting system at the VHL. (11 January 2016)

Michael Zantovsky and Ai Weiwei at a discussion evening jointly
organised by the VH Library and Charles University’s Faculty of Arts.
(5 February 2016)
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Prague and the Faculty of Arts of Charles University.

The debate was conducted in English and Czech Television
relayed it live with simultaneous Czech interpretation on its
website.

18 March 2016

Evening with Refat Chubarov

Meeting with Refat Chubarov, the current leader of the Crimean
Tartars, who discussed the future of the Crimea and Ukraine
with Volodymyr Prytula, director of the Ukrainian Service of
RFE/RL's Krym.Realii project.

Debate in Russian with Czech interpretation.

Part of the CrimeanSOS charity festival in Prague.

8 April 2016

Meeting and Press Conference with

Rana Husseini

Meeting with the Jordanian journalist, feminist and human
rights activist Rana Husseini (The Jordan Times), a long-term
campaigner against violence against women in the Middle East.
Thanks to her years of investigative work (her book Murder in
the Name of Honour came out in 2009) she has successfully
brought the subject to international attention.

The debate was chaired by journalist Adéla Drazanova.

In cooperation with the Hanns Seidel Foundation.

17 June 2016

25 Years of Post-Communist Transformations
in East Central Europe: From a Success Story
to the Revenge of History

In his presentation Professor Grzegorz Ekiert analysed the
uneven path of political and economic transformations across
countries of the former Soviet bloc during the past 25 years.

He offered some potential explanations for various fates these
countries have experienced, emphasizing the role of histori-

cal legacies in shaping the outcomes of economic, social and
political reforms. He also discussed the EU crisis, the unravelling
of the pro-European consensus in Visegrad countries and chal-
lenges facing the region today. Professor Ekiert is professor of
government, Director of CES, and Senior Scholar at the Harvard
Academy for International and Area Studies. His teaching and
research interests focus on comparative politics, regime change
and democratization, civil society and social movements, and
East European politics and societies.

He is the author of The State Against Society: Political Crises
and Their Aftermath in East Central Europe (1996); Rebellious
Civil Society: Popular Protest and Democratic Consolidation in
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Poland (with J. Kubik, 1999); Capitalism and Democracy in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe: Assessing the Legacy of Communist
Rule (co-edited with S. Hanson, 2003); editor of special issues
of East European Politics and Societies on the “EU Eastward
Enlargement” (with J. Zielonka, 2003) and of Democracy in the
Postcommunist World (2007) and Taiwan Journal of Democracy
on “A Liberal Challenge? Civil Society and Grass-root Politics in
New Democracies” (with S. Kim, 2013). He is also co-editor of
Open Forum—the interactive CES working papers series.

His current projects explore civil society development in new
democracies in Central Europe and East Asia and patterns of
transformations in post-communist world.

28 June 2016

. E . Greil Marcus introduced his legendary book Lipstick Traces at the VH
Greil Marcus: Lipstick Traces Library. (28 June 2016)

Discussion moderated by music journalist Pavel Klusak with

the classic rock critic Greil Marcus on rebellion in music from

the 1960s to the present that provided a unique opportunity to
meet a genuine legend of rock and music journalism. One of the
most important figures in his field, Greil Marcus was the first
reviews editor at Rolling Stone and has written a host of books
on the likes of Bob Dylan, The Doors and Van Morrison. We have
devoted particular attention to Marcus’s Lipstick Traces: A Secret
History of the 20th Century (1989), which explores sedition in
the (sub)cultures of the 20th century.

23 August 2016

The Story of Olga lofe

Meeting with Olga Yurievna lofe Prochorova, one of the people
who in January 1969 demonstrated against their governments’
military intervention in Czechoslovakia. Along with Irina Kaplun,
she organised a protest against the invasion of Czechoslovakia
on the legendary Mayakovsky Square. Both carried signs read-
ing: In eternal memory of Jan Palach and Czechoslovakia’s free-
dom. She was not punished for this but later spent two years

in the Kazan psychiatric prison hospital, where Natalia Gor-
banevskaya was also held, over samizdat and defending political
prisoners. After being released in 1971 she continued to carry
out anti-state activities. After years of home searches and house
arrest, she emigrated to France in 1978. In Paris she worked
with the Russian language exile magazine The Russian Mind.
The meeting followed previous evenings in which we introduced
others who protested the August invasion: Elijahu Rips, Aldis
Cilinskis, Michas Kukobak.

Event chaired by Michaela Stoilova and held in cooperation with
the Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes and the Memo-
rial organisation.
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Dagmar Havlové and Karel Schwarzenberg welcome His Holiness the
14th Dalai Lama at VorSilskd St. (17 October 2016)
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Meeting with Philip G. Zimbardo. (26 October 2016)
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16 September 2016

Public Discussion with Congresswoman

Jan Schakowsky

Public discussion with Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky on cur-
rentissues, including the recent events in Turkey, Brexit and the
future of the EU, the refugee crisis, energy and climate change.
Jan Schakowsky was elected to represent the 9th Congression-
al District of Illinois in 1998. Now in her ninth term in the U.S.
House of Representatives, she serves in the House Democratic
leadership as a Chief Deputy Whip. Among her long-term policy
priorities are quality health care, social security, women's issues,
and immigration reform. She is also active in the fields of nation-
al security and foreign affairs.

Jan Schakowsky is a strong leader from Illinois, a state that has

a significant number of Czech-American constituents; it is also
the home state of former President Obama. She has a strong
interest in the Czech Republic, as well as in Central Europe

as a whole. She serves as co-chair of the Czech Caucus in the
House of Representatives.

The debate was chaired by the Vice-President of Aspen Institute
Prague, Michael Zantovsky, and was held in English under the
Chatham House rule.

The event was organized in cooperation with the Aspen

Institute Prague and the American Friends of the Czech Republic
(AFoCR).

17 October 2016

Meeting with His Holiness the

14th Dalai Lama at Vorsilska

Meeting between the VH Library director Michael Zantovsky
and the Dalai Lama that took place within the latter’s visit to
Mrs. Dagmar Havlova and the Office of Vaclav Havel. On that
occasion, a sculpture bearing His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s
handprints was installed in the courtyard of the building on
Vorsilska St. with the consent of Karel Schwarzenberg.

26 October 2016

Meeting with Philip G. Zimbardo

The debate with the American psychologist and populariser of
psychology, and laureate of the Vize 97 award, Philip G. Zim-
bardo was chaired by Michael Zantovsky. Held in cooperation
with the Jihlava International Documentary Film Festival and the
Faculty of Law, Charles University.
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11 November 2016

With Madeleine Albright on

presidential elections

...this time in the US, chaired by Michael Zantovsky.

Joint event of the Vaclav Havel Library and Charles Universi-
ty’s Faculty of Arts.

The news channel CT 24 relayed the discussion live.

19 December 2016

Debate with Peter Pomerantsev

Debate with the leading British expert on Russian propaganda

and author of the book Nothing is True and Everything is Possible:
The Surreal Heart of the New Russia chaired by Michael Zantovsky.
Held in cooperation with the Prague Security Studies Institute.

Vaclav Havel Library discussions

28 January 2016

Igor Janke: Fighting Solidarity - Underground
Army

Polish journalist Igor Janke’s book is a gripping history of the
most radical and best organised anti-communist organisa-

tion in the Eastern Bloc. Portraits of legendary leaders Kornel
Morawiecki and Jadwiga Chmielowska alternate with snapshots
of the everyday struggles of activists who after the imposition
of martial law in Poland in 1981 were determined to resist
communism, some bearing arms. The book’s translator Petruska
Sustrova helmed the discussion with the writer, while Solidarity
and later Fighting Solidarity members Maria Peisert-Kisielewicz
and Andrzej Kisielewicz also took part.

23 February 2016

Jiti Cerny... On White

Public interview with JiFi Cerny about his experience as a music
journalist conducted by Pavel Klusak in connection with the pub-
lication of the former’s book...Na Bilém (...On White).

25 February 2016

Who Is Threatening Journalistic Freedom?
Evening with the recipient of the Ferdinand Peroutka Prize.
Which threats pose a bigger danger to freedom of expression
and the media in Czech society, internal or external ones?

Is oligarchisation the biggest problem the Czech media faces?
What role can and in reality do public service media outlets have
today? And were things ever actually different?

These questions and more were debated by the winners of

the 2016 Ferdinand Peroutka Prize, Marek Wollner and Lubo$
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Madeleine Albright discussed the outcome of the latest US presidential
election and more with Michael Zantovsky. (11 November 2016)

L

Peter Pomerantsev discussed the Czech translation of his book Nothing is
True and Everything is Possible at the VH Library. (19 December 2016).

Igor Janke introduced his study Fighting Solidarity — Underground Army
about radical opposition to the Communist regime in Poland in the last
fifth of the 20th century. (28 January 2016)
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Editor-in-chief Terezie Pokornd introduces issue 102 of Revolver Revue.
(7 April 2016)
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Dobrovsky, as well as 1997 winner Petra Prochazkova and
JindF¥ich Sidlo, who received it in 2006 and is a member of the
Ferdinand Peroutka Association. Evening chaired by Martin Gro-
man, who is also from the association that bestows the award.

17 March 2016

The Refugee Crisis in the CR and Germany
Debate on the current social, political and media atmosphere
and the differences between “Czech” and “German” views of the
refugee crisis featuring German personalities with long connec-
tions to the Czech environment.

Guests included Hans-J6rg Schmidt, Die Welt's correspondent
in the CR, journalist Silja Schultheis, historian Thomas Oeller-
mann (Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung in the CR) and architect Susanne
Spurna. The debate was chaired by Tomas Lindner.

Czech Television relayed the event live on its website.

The discussion was held in German and simultaneously translat-
ed into Czech.

22 March 2016

Gender, the Dissent and Socialism

How have gender stereotypes shaped prior to 1989 influenced
us to this day? And when did the word feminism become a term
of abuse?

This discussion with Czech female historians and sociologists
was primarily devoted to a critical appraisal of gender relations
in the dissent in Czechoslovakia in the 1970s and 1980s. Debate
participants included sociologist Libora Oates-Indruchova,
historian Adéla Gjuri¢ova and Jana Hradilkova, co-founder of the
Gender Studies Foundation.

In cooperation with the Feminist Society of Prague’s Charles
University.

24 March 2016

On the Integration of Foreigners in the Czech
Republic and Europe

In 2015 over 1,000,000 people from the Near and Middle East
reached Europe. As EU member states attempt to limit refugees’
access to their territory the question has arisen as to how to deal
with those who are already on the continent and who have the
right to international protection. The panel discussion consid-
ered the means and purposes of integration.

What does integration mean and how does it differ from so-
called assimilation? What experiences do we have of integrating
such a large number of people? Is there an inverse relationship
between the success of integration and the crime rate in socie-
ty? And how does the integration of foreigners in the CR work?
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Guests: Martin Rozumek, director of the Organisation for Aid to
Refugees, Eva Cech Valentova, project coordinator of the Asso-
ciation for Integration and Migration, and Ludmila Wladyniak,
arefugee centre social worker.

Evening held in cooperation with the Studentské hnuti za soli-
daritu (Student Movement for Solidarity).

30 March 2016

Filip Remunda, Vit Klusak and Authorial
Documentary Film

Discussion evening with the R&K authorial duo, who, as well as
delivering commentaries on excerpts from their films, spoke
about their outlook on authorial documentary-making, its

transformation and development in recent years, Czech society,

- . . Pavel Klusdk helmed the debate Does Live Music Belong in the Public
media literacy and manipulation. Space in Prague? (13 April 2016)

7 April 2016

Presentation of the Spring Edition of Revolver
Revue: Bondy + Prigov

Founded in 1985, Revolver Revue was one of the most impor-
tant samizdat magazines and enjoyed the support and exclusive
cooperation of Vaclav Havel.

The Russian poet and performer Dmitri Prigov was discussed
by Hana Kosdkova and Tomas Glanc, who prepared a lengthy
portrait of the author and a selection of excerpts from his oeuvre
for the spring edition of Revolver Revue.

Terezie Pokorn4, editor-in-chief of RR, hosted the evening.

13 April 2016

Does Live Music Belong in the Public

Space in Prague?

A new edict has turned Prague into a city where musicians

are unwelcome in the public space. But what are things like in
other European metropolises? How did Katefina Seda’s exten-
sive event in Helsinki go this year? What problems accompany
busking?

Debate participants: Katefina Seda, creator of the event Tram
Buskers Tour, which took place at a festival of contemporary art
in Helsinki, Jan Gregar, organiser of Prague Lives Music, a street
festival, Jifi Wehle and Tessie Bartova, musicians and creators
of the performance piece Busking = Asking, Dalibor Zita, Czech
Radio editor, and Mikulas Ferjencik, Pirate Party member of the
Prague City Council and author of an alternative version of the
edict governing street art, and Prague street musicians.
Debate chaired by Pavel Klusak.
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Schwarzenberg = Rysavy = Kraus = Glanc
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Karel Hvizdala introduced his book of interviews Europe, Russia,
Terrorists and Refugees at the VHL. (18 April 2016)

The Vaclav Havel Library Club

HiZm

14 April 2016

Kamila Zlatuskova: The Search for (Czech)
Television

Evening with producer Kamila Zlatuskova who, with her team,
presented the history of documentary films (Into the Clouds We
Gaze, Goat, Steam on the River) and docu-series (Ex-premieres,
Little Birds, Class 8 A, Golden Youth) that were created at public
service broadcaster Czech Television and represented an alter-
native platform at the station.

15 April 2016

Islam as a Test of Civic Responsibility?

Is the current inflated atmosphere surrounding Islam in this
country merely a media bubble or the start of a self-fulfilling
prophecy?

The outlook for the Czech debate on Islam and the responsibility
of the citizen as the co-creator of the societal atmosphere were
discussed by: Islamic Studies specialists Daniel Kfizek, Depart-
ment of Middle Eastern Studies, University of West Bohemia,
Respekt editor Tomas Lindner, Prague University of Economics
extremism expert Milo$ Dlouhy and Ondrej Hordak, director of
the Civic Education Centre.

Chaired by analyst Zora Hesova from the Association for Interna-
tional Affairs.

Followed by a screening of the French film The Class (Entre les
murs, Laurent Cantet, 2008), which won the Cannes Palme d'Or
in 2008 and offers a raw view of life in a secondary school on the
periphery of Paris.

18 April 2016

Karel Hvizdala: Europe, Russia, Terrorists

and Refugees

Interviews chiefly conducted with university professors and
teachers living outside the CR mapping the crises of 2015 framed
by two massacres in Paris, the 7 January murder of members of
the editorial staff of Charlie Hebdo and the killing of 130 people
on the night of 13-14 November. The EU struggled to prevent the
collapse of Greece, the UK is threatening to quit the EU, Poland has
followed Hungary in paralyzing its constitutional court, media has
been nationalised and Central European states have refused to
play a role in the acceptance of refugees, of whom around 1.5 mil-
lion have come to the EU. The EU and NATO have intervened in
Iraq and Syria and brokered a truce in Ukraine. Russia’s breach of
Ukraine’s integrity saw it hit by sanctions. So-called Islamic State
has claimed responsibility for all terrorist attacks. The shooting
down of a Russian warplane by Turkey on 24 November also con-
tributed to the escalation of tensions in 2015.
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It appears that 2015 and subsequent years may be of great
importance to our existence, as it is no longer possible to expect
the US to deal with all our problems for us. We need to get used
to increased risk levels as a fixed element of our lives and to
giving up some of our comfort.

Petr Fischer chaired the discussion involving Miroslav Petficek
and Petr Pithart.

Jiri Labus read excerpts and Vladimir Merta played guitar.

26 April 2016

12 Years of Czech EU Membership:

Have Our Expectations and Those of Brussels
Been Fulfilled?

The Institute of International Studies at Charles University’s Fac-
ulty of Social Sciences (IMS FSV UK), the Vaclav Havel Library
and EUROPEUM organised a public discussion on the occasion
of the anniversary of Czech accession to the European Union.
What exactly has accession brought the Czech Republic in terms
of both internal development and its position within Europe

and international relations? How has the CR contributed to the
European project — has it reinforced its stability and improved
the outlook for further development?

Debate participants: Stefan Fiile (former minister and European
commissioner), Tereza Novotna (Institute of International Stud-
ies, Université libre de Bruxelles), Tomas Weiss (Department of
European Studies, IMS FSV UK) and Michael Zantovsky (Vaclav
Havel Library).

Chaired by Vladimir Handl (Department of German and Austrian
Studies, IMS FSV UK).

27 April 2016

Why Do We Need National Galleries?

The post-1989 development of the National Gallery and the
Slovak National Gallery, expectations during the 1990s, compar-
isons with other national collecting institutions and the current
Czech and Slovak situations were discussed by Jifi Fajt (director
of the NG in Prague) and Alexandra Kusa (director of the Slovak
National Gallery).

The debate was chaired by art theoretician and historian Milena
Bartlova.

28 April 2016

The Dissent’s Left-Wing Legacy

Is the legacy of Czechoslovak dissident ideologically interesting
to today’s Czech left? Is it possible to build on it constructive-
ly? Or does the situation of today’s globalised world lend itself
more to a search for inspiration in “Western thinking”? Debate
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Jifi Fajt (director of the National Gallery in Prague) and Alexandra Kusd
(director of the Slovak National Gallery) debated the meaning and
mission of national galleries in a discussion with art theoretician and
historian Milena Bartlovad. (27 April 2016)
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Representatives of Generation Y — Havel’s children discussed their views,
dreams and ideas at the VH Library. (23 March 2016)
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participants: historian Kristina Andélova, journalist Jaroslav Fi-
ala, historian Jan Mervart, journalist Jakub Patocka and political
scientist Ondrej Slacalek.

Magdaléna Trusinova moderated the discussion.

3 May 2016

Memory and Trauma

Without memories of the past, it would be scarcely possible to
orient oneself in the present and plan for the future. In what
ways are our recollections of the past being transformed in con-
nection with the advent of new media and geopolitical changes
in the world? How can memory and trauma be explored from the
perspective of the humanities? In connection with the presenta-
tion of the 2015 anthology of theoretical texts Pamét a trauma
pohledem humanitnich véd (Memory and Trauma from the
Perspective of the Humanities), these questions were consid-
ered by Neela Winkelmann (Platform of European Memory and
Conscience), Alexander Kratochvil (Institute for Czech Literature,
editor of the anthology), filmmaker David Vondracek and other
guests.

17 May 2016

The United States: Still United in Diversity?

A discussion between Josef Jafab and Michael Zantovsky on the
following issues: The historical shaping of the American nation;
the gradual Americanisation of society and culture following the
Declaration of Independence; the assimilation of immigrants

as a hope-filled, successful and problematic process; tensions
between cultural pluralism and multiculturalism today; and the
current presidential campaign. Held as part of the American
Spring festival.

23 May 2016

Generation Y - Havel’s Children

Who are Generation Y — Havel’s Children, if you will — and what
do they do? The issues of who has influenced and inspired this
generation and what its members hope to bring to contempo-
rary Czech society and how were discussed by: Dominik Feri, the
youngest local councillor in the history of the Czech Repubilic,
Stream.cz reporter Janek Rubes, volunteer Zuzana Schreiberova
and Marek Fanderlik, author of the secondary school textbook
Matika pro spoluZzdky (Maths for Classmates).

Tomas Sedlacek chaired the discussion.

Organised by the association Generace Ypsilon.
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9 June 2016

Inclusive Education in Relation to Democratic
Principles and Values

Inclusion is a hot topic in Czech society and sparks great interest
among the general public and experts in the education field. This
themed debate placed the subject in the broader societal frame-
work and considered it in the context of declared democratic
values and accepted values.

Debate participants: Constitutional Court judge Katefina
Simackova, chairwoman of the Czech Professional Association
for Inclusion in Education Klara Laurencikova, sociologist lvan
Gabal and university teacher Libor Prudky. Veronika Sedlac¢kova
moderated the discussion.

The event was co-organised by the Vaclav Havel Library and the

One of the guests at the Brexit Vigil — an evening dedicated to the course
and outcome of the referendum on the UK’s departure from the EU — was
architect Eva Jiri¢nd. (23 June 2016)

Good Will Committee—Olga Havlova Foundation.

23 June 2016

Brexit Vigil

On this day at 11 PM Central European Summer

Time in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, the ballot boxes closed in a referendum on the

UK’s membership of the European Union. Its outcome
determined not just whether the UK remains part of the
European project but also has a marked influence on the

future of the whole continent. We met at the Library together
to await with good will the first results of the referendum,
speeding up that wait by relaying the most up-to-date
information on the course of the referendum, an estimate

of the result and a discussion of its likely impact.

Alternating on the stage were former European commissioner
Stefan File, Civic Institute director Roman Joch, Charles Univer-
sity historian Martin Kovar, economist and Member of the Euro-
pean Parliament Ludék Niedermayer, chairwoman of the Yes for
Europe civic group Monika MacDonagh Pajerova, Béla Plechano-
vova of Charles University’s Institute of Political Studies, Aspen
Institute Prague director Radek Spicar, Michael Zantovsky and
other guests.

24 October 2016

Civic Disobedience, the Right to Resist

and the Democratic Legal Order

The right to resist and civic disobedience are instruments that
are regarded as wholly legitimate in periods of repression. But
what place do they have in a society dubbed democratic? Do we
recognise democracy by the fact that it is capable of accepting
debate about itself? Or do we need to rely solely on rules set by
democracy itself?
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President Wanted, N.B. democrat. (31 October 2016)

Participants in the debate included the lawyer and political
scientist Pavel Uhl and Karel Simka, a lawyer, political scientist
and Supreme Court judge. Lawyer and former deputy justice
minister FrantiSek Korbel moderated the discussion.

31 October 2016

President Wanted, N.B. Democrat

The presidential elections that will take place at the start of 2018
are drawing inexorably near. Writer Radka Denemarkova, politi-
cian Michael Kocab, diplomat Petr KolaF and Michael Zantovsky
met at the VHL to discuss the role played by the president in the
Czech constitutional order and the prospects and strategies of
potential candidates. In cooperation with the initiative Vratte
nam stat (Give Our State Back).

10 November 2016

The Situation of Refugees

in Hungarian Politics

Evening with Andras Kovats, director of the non-profit organisa-
tion Menedék—Hungarian Association for Migrants, which has for
several years been active in the fields of international migration,
asylum and social integration, on the current political and social
situation in Hungary, the result of October 2016 anti-migration
referendum, the Hungarian government’s position on the “refu-
gee crisis”, changes being implemented by the government and
the political role of Viktor Orban. Chaired by Renaté Fehér.

The debate in Hungarian was interpreted consecutively into Czech.

15 November 2016

Salon Durrenmatt

In 1990 Vaclav Havel met Friedrich Dirrenmatt, one of the great-
est Swiss author and dramatist of the last century. Alongside

a documentary film on his work and an on-stage debate on his
influence on Czechoslovakia at that time, this evening also fea-
tured a rendering of DUrrenmatt’s famous speech Switzerland —
A Prison, which he delivered on the occasion of the presentation
of the Gottlieb Duttweiler Prize to Vaclav Havel.

Taking part in the discussion were Vaclav Havel Library director
Michael Zantovsky, Swiss ambassador Markus-Alexander An-
tonietti, Madeleine Betschart, director of the Centre DlUrenmatt
Neuchatel, and Prof. Dr. Milan Tvrdik of the Institute of Germanic
Studies at Charles University’s Faculty of Arts.

Event held in cooperation with the Swiss Embassy in Prague.

22 November 2016
Abortion as a Political Issue
Discussing the issue of abortion, whose enactment in law was
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one of the central issues of female emancipation in the last
century, and the current political, social and legal situation in
Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic and the related Catholic
Church, were feminist theorist L'ubica Kobova, Jan Smiggels Kaf-
kova, chairwoman of the Czech Women's Lobby, clinical ethicist,
theologian and paediatrician Jaromir Matéjek and Polish political
scientist and journalist Maciej Ruczaj.

Hosted by Czech Radio journalist Hana Biriczova.

23 November 2016
Czech Silver: What Would be the Text
of a Charter 2016?

Discussion evening with political scientist Milan Znoj, psycho-

SALON DURRENMATT SALON DURRENMATT

therapist Helena Klimova, sociologist Jifina Siklova and other

i i L o Invitation to Salon Dtirrenmatt. (15 November 2016)
leaders of the project Czech Silver (Ceské stFibro), which is
focused on civic responsibility, the direction of contemporary
society and ways in which we can influence events around us.

The debate was chaired by Renata Kalenska.

Debates with Respekt

Debates on topical political and social issues organised in coop-
eration with the weekly Respekt were chaired by Silvie Lauder
and Ondrej Kundra.

12 January 2016

The New Year’s Eve Attacks in Cologne as

a Turning Point in the Approach to Refugees?
Will German policy toward refugees change? Is it really the case
that Muslims are bringing an offensive attitude toward women to
Europe? And don’t we have a serious problem with sexual violence
even without refugees? Debate participants included Petr Kolar,
diplomat and head of the Initiative for European Values, Bronislav
Ostransky an Arab Studies expert at the Oriental Institute of the
Czech Academy of Sciences and JindFiska Krpalkova, chairwoman
of the government Committee for the Prevention of Domestic
Violence. Respekt’s Silvie Lauder helmed the discussion.

9 February 2016

Mrazek’s Legacy

How have the times changed since the murder of the Czech
gangland boss FrantiSek Mrazek? Who rules the Czech under-
world today and what methods does organised crime employ?
And can the police touch them? Participants in the debate were
investigative journalists Jana Klimova and Jaroslav Spurny,
director of the film The Godfather’s Story Petr Nikolaev, MEP
Jiri PospiSil and Karel Tichy, a detective who has worked on the
case. Moderated by Ondrej Kundra.
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KUNDRA

JAK RUSTI SPIONI KRADOU NASE TAJEMSTVI

agent

books

The cover of Ondrej Kundra’s book Putin’s Agents, which was discussed at
the VHL on 8 March 2016.
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8 March 2016

Putin’s Agents

How Russian spies are stealing our secrets. A debate on the activi-
ties of the Russian secret services in the EU and Central Europe.
Guests: former prime minister Jan Fischer, former ambassador
to Moscow and Washington Petr Kolar, lIvana Smolenova from
the Prague Security Studies Institute and Respekt editor Ondrej
Kundra.

The debate was followed by the launch of Ondrej Kundra’s book
Putinovi agenti (Putin’s Agents).

Moderated by Silvie Lauder.

12 April 2016

Chinese Investments in the CR

Are Chinese investments in the CR a cause for concern or a rea-
son for joy? Participants in the debate were Daniel Herman, Olga
Lomova, Tomas Pojar and Tomas Prouza. Moderated by Ondrej
Kundra.

10 May 2016

Do Children Belong in Institutions?

Few countries in Europe have as many children in institutional
care — infants’ institutes and children’s homes — as the Czech
Republic. Though the situation is slowly changing and the num-
ber of professional foster parents is growing, there is still a need
for a fundamental change to the system of substitute parental
care. Debate participants included the minister for human rights,
equal opportunities and legislation, Jifi Dienstbier, foster parent
Tereza Hubackova and Marie Kucerova, chairwoman of the Fed-
eration of Children’s Homes.

14 June 2016

The Rise of Populism and Nationalism in Europe
Have we got reasons to fear the rise of populism and nationalism
in Europe? Katefina Safarikova, Lubog Palata and Daniel Prokop

took part in the debate chaired by editor Ondrej Kundra.

13 September 2016

What Happens After Brexit?

How has Europe been changed and how will it be further
changed by the referendum in which UK citizens agreed to their
country exiting the European Union? When and how will Brexit
happen, and is it possible that the UK will in the end remain? And
what impact will this unprecedented step have on Czech compa-
nies and the country’s economy? Debate participants included
VH Library director and former Czech ambassador to the UK
Michael Zantovsky, the vice-president of the Confederation of
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Industry of the CR Radek Spicar and Zuzana Kasakova, politi-
cal scientist and vice dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences at
Charles University.

Moderated by Respekt journalist Silvie Lauder.

11 October 2016

How to Write a Good Film or Theatre Play

Czech cinema and theatre continue to avoid pressing issues and
politically sensitive matters. Why is that the case? Is it possi-

ble to come up with exciting projects on such subjects? These
questions and more were discussed by St&pan Hulik, historian
and screenwriter and the author of the TV film Burning Bush and

series Wasteland, Jifi Adamek, theatre director, dramatist and
teacher, and Jindriska Blahov4, historian and reviewer.

From the debate What happens after Brexit? (13 September 2016)

lvana Uhlifova was the evening'’s special guest.
Moderated by Ondrej Kundra.

8 November 2016

US Election Night

During a debate hold on the very day of the US presidential
elections we considered what mark they would make on the
country’s history. Perhaps due to the record unpopularity of
both Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton with voters, or for the
fact that the first is a dyed in the wool populist seeped in scandal
while the second is the first woman in this position and a mem-
ber of an American political dynasty.

Guests: Krystof Kozak, head of the Department of North Amer-
ican Studies at Charles University’s Faculty of Social Sciences;
Roman Joch, director of the Civic Institute; Milo$ Gregor, political
scientist, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Social
Studies.

13 December 2016

Is it the End of the World

as We Know it?

According to the American journalist Anne Applebaum, we are
on the verge of a global crisis. Following Brexit and the election
of Donald Trump as US president the outcome of elections in
France are eagerly awaited. Is the free world as we know it col-
lapsing? And how should the Czech Republic respond to these
precipitous changes?

Guests: lvan Gabal, political scientist and MP, Petr Kratochvil,
Institute for International Relations, Vit Dostal, Association for In-
ternational Affairs, and Michael Zantovsky, Vaclav Havel Library.
Moderated by Ondrej Kundra.
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Denis PoniZ begins his lecture Viaclav Havel: From Playwright and
Dissident to President - a Slovenian View. (14 June 2016)

English events

Evenings intended for the English speaking public that both
foster interest in the life and work of Vaclav Havel and provide
a forum for debates on current social issues.

1 March 2016

How to Defeat the Kremlin’s

Disinformation Campaign?

The Russian Federation is waging hybrid warfare against Euro-
pean states. Its disinformation campaign aims to disintegrate the
EU and NATO. How can we counter it? Panellists: Jakub Kalensky
(Expert at EEAS East STRATCOM Team) and Yevhen Fedchenko
(Founder of StopFake.org). Moderated by Jakub Janda, deputy
director of the European Values think-tank.

The event was organised in cooperation with European Values.

31 May 2016

(Russian) Propaganda & Disinformation in
Ukraine: Current Challenges and Ways Forward
Two years after the outbreak of the conflict in Eastern Ukraine
and illegal annexation of Crimea, Ukraine is still facing many
challenges to its future development. What is the state of the
media in Ukraine? How are Russian media, propaganda and dis-
information campaigns influencing developments in Ukraine, the
building of institutions and political and public debate? And how
could Western communities and civil societies help to overcome
these challenges?

Speakers: Roman Shutov, program director at Detector Media
and Telekritika (http://www.telekritika.ua/)

Natalia Shuga, head of the NGO Kharkiv Crisis Infocenter (http://
civilforum.com.ua/)

Ivan Syniepalov, head of Gramadske TV of Azov (http://priazov.tv/)
The debate was moderated by Ondrej Soukup, a journalist and
former Moscow correspondent for the Czech daily Hospodarské
noviny.

The event in English was organized by the Prague Security Stud-
ies Institute in cooperation with the Vaclav Havel Library and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic.

14 June 2016

Vaclav Havel: From Playwright and Dissident to
President - a Slovenian View

Prof. Denis Poniz, a Slovenian literary historian and playwright,
and Prof. Katja Mihurko PoniZ, a literary historian, traced Slo-
venian audiences’ encounters with Havel from the first perfor-
mance of The Memorandum in 1969, when the “normalisation”
period had already begun. The performance and interpretation
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of his plays in Communist-era Slovenia was linked to Slove-

nia’s (and Yugoslavia’s) own political perturbations, thus creating
parallels as well as differences. What does Havel as a playwright
have to say to the societies of Central Europe today, in an artistic
as well as in a wider political sense? Alongside his dramatic
works, the discussion was focused on the reception of his
essays, documents linked to his time as a dissident and all other
materials touching on his connections with Slovene culture.

The lecture (in English), was accompanied by readings (in Slove-
nian) of passages from Slovenian translations of Havel's works,
read by Natasa Burger, and video clips from productions of Hav-
el’'s work at Slovenian theatres. A summary in Czech was availa-

ble, courtesy of the Slovenian Lectureship at Charles University.
The evening was introduced by JAchym Topol.

. Round table on (Russian) Propaganda & Disinformation in Ukraine:
The event was supported by the Embassy of the Republic of Slo- Current Challenges And Ways Forward. (31 May 2016)

venia in Prague in homage to the 80th anniversary of the birth of

Vaclav Havel.

20 June 2016

The Past, Present and Future of Global
Migration

In light of the ongoing migration crisis, we have to discuss,
evaluate and seriously revaluate many interrelated problems in
a broader historical context. The 20th century has seen many
traumatic instances of expulsion and forced migration in Europe
and beyond. The vicious process of nation-building has led to
the displacement of millions of people. The legacies of World
War Il, and later the Yugoslav wars, deeply traumatized those
directly affected, as well as their descendants. Highly relevant
conclusions that are part of the current public debate can be
drawn from these historical perspectives. Participants: Suzanne
Brown-Fleming (U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum), Basil C.
Gounaris (Aristotle University in Thessaloniki), Pieter Lagrou
(Université libre de Bruxelles) and Harry Tzimitras (Peace Re-
search Institute Oslo — Cyprus Centre). Moderated by Katefina
Kralova (Charles University, Prague).

The event was co-organised by the Faculty of Social Sciences of
Charles University and the Vaclav Havel Library and supported
by the U. S. Embassy in the Czech Republic.

17 October 2016

Turkey: Democracy Hijacked?

Discussion evening within the conference Forum 2000 on the
current political situation in Turkey. What will be the fate of Turk-
ish democracy which — especially following a failed coup attempt
in July — is under great pressure? Will President Erdodan further
consolidate his power? And what do current developments
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Cover of the first edition of Tim Laine’s book Tanks and Roaches:
The Collapse of the Socialist System as Seen from the Inside.
(27 October 2016)

mean for the European Union and NATO? These questions were
debated by Jan Techau, Suat Kiniklioglu and Irena Kalhousova.
The discussion took place in English.

The event was organised in cooperation with the Forum 2000
conference at Hotel David, Naplavni 1618/6, Prague.

27 October 2016

Timo Laine: Tanks and Roaches

Timo Laine presented his book Tanks and Roaches.

The Collapse of the Socialist System as Seen from the

Inside (2014), which takes in the heart of events that

were the focus of the late 1980s and early 1990s. The
discussion revolves around the breakup of the Soviet empire,
the nature of the Soviet state, communist ideology, cultural
differences and ethnic conflicts. Laine has continued his travels
in present-day post-Soviet countries, participating in demon-
strations and democratic processes and observing the cleavage
between the reality of everyday life and a media landscape
distorted by disinformation.

Timo Laine is a Finnish author and expert on Eastern European
political history. Laine lives in Prague and works at Charles Uni-
versity as a teacher of Finnish language and culture. As a young
student living in Estonia and travelling around the Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe in the early 1990s, he witnessed the
collapse of real socialism, entering conflict zones and gaining
access to areas normally closed off to foreigners.

Russia and Ukraine
A series of lectures, debate evenings and readings focused on
the issue of human rights in the former Soviet Union and more.

3 March 2016

Russia: The Curse of Empire

What are the historical and ideological roots of the political de-
cision-making of contemporary Russia? What was the decisive
impulse in its aggression toward Ukraine? Was it an eruption of
Russian nationalism and an attempt at unification and defence of
the “"Russian world” from outside influences? Or was it a symp-
tom of a return of the expansive ideology of empire?

In his book Russia: The Curse of Empire, the Polish philosopher
and sociologist Pawet Rojek explores in detail the traditional
dilemmas of Russian thinking, in particular the religious and
secular forms of the myth of the Third Rome. These historical
dilemmas also have a surprisingly strong influence on Rus-
sia’s perception of itself and its role...

Rojek discussed these issues at the VHL with the Russian
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independent journalist Ivan Preobrazhenskij. Debate chaired by
Ondrej Soukup from Hospodarské noviny.

Organised by the Vaclav Havel Library in cooperation with the
Polish Institute in Prague.

1 April 2016

Who Killed Boris Nemtsov?

The prominent Moscow lawyers Vadim Prokhorov and Olga
Mikhailova have for many years been focused on legal cases and
political trials involving Russian opposition leaders (Ilya Yashin,
Alexei Navalny and others). They are at present jointly represent-
ing Zhanna Nemtsova, the daughter of the well-known Russian
politician Boris Nemtsov, who was murdered in spring last year.

Prokhorov and Mikhailova primarily discussed that case, the in-

. . . . . . i Denis Kazansky presents Black Fever, his book on Donbass, to Czech
vestigation into it and little-known details surrounding the case. readers. (12 May 2016)

Debate in Russian with Czech interpretation chaired by political
scientist Emil Souleminanov
In cooperation with the Kulturus festival.

12 May 2016

Denis Kazansky: Black Fever and the

Donbass War

Meeting with the Ukrainian blogger and journalist Denis Kazan-
sky. In his book Black Fever, he describes a depressed region
that most Ukrainians associate with social and environmental
disaster, the unlimited power of local oligarchs, deeply ingrained
organised crime, pro-Russian sentiment and, in recent times,
also war. Without illegal coalmines the war in Donbass wouldn‘t
be possible, Denis Kazansky argues convincingly.

The evening was hosted by Lenka Vichova, a Ukraine specialist
and editor with the magazine Ukrajinsky Zurnal. Translator Alexej
Sevruk served as interpreter.

Held in cooperation with People in Need.

13 June 2016

Viktoria Lomasko and Oksana
Bryukhovetskaya: Feminist Art in Eastern
Europe Today

Viktoria Lomasko and Oksana Bryukhovetskaya are artists and
curators who have long been exploring the position of women
in post-Soviet society. As part of their political activism they
monitor and analyse not just the position of women but also
other marginalised groups: the socially excluded, the homeless,
migrants and homosexual couples. In their talk, they focused

in particular on issues surrounding feminist art and its activist
dimension and influence on society and the political situation in
Eastern Europe today.
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Tetiana Okopna speaks with Jachym Topol about The Power of the
Powerless in Ukraine. (15 June 2016)

Moderated by Sofia Tocari. Lecture in Russian translated into
Czech. The evening took place as part of a residency programme
for foreign artists run by the Prague Civil Society Centre.

15 June 2016

The Power of the Powerless in Ukraine

Tetiana Okopna discussed Vaclav Havel's work, literature, the
power and powerlessness of the written word and the ordeal

of translation with Jachym Topol. Tetiana Okopna was in Prague
within the residency programme of the project Prague City of
Literature, the coordinator of Prague’s membership of the world-
wide UNESCO Creative Cities Network.

27 September 2016

Andrej “Bandy” Sholtes: My Uzzhorod

The Ukrainian writer Andrej Sholtes introduced his home city,
whose history is bound to the fate of several generations of his
ancestors who — though they never left Uzzhorod — were citizens
of five different states. They survived WWII, endured prison and
the camps as Soviet citizens and would rather not discuss the
past... Sholtes presented Uzzhorod as a fascinating crossroads,
forever on the periphery and distant from current events. As

a city for which the border plays a fatal role and where three or
four languages are spoken. What changes and what persists?
And how has the westernmost metropolis in Ukraine been im-
pacted by the current war?

Uzzhorod Prague resident Pavo KrySenyk interpreted and mod-
erated.

3 October 2016

For Free Belarus: An Evening with

Mikalai Statkevich and Maryna Adamovich
Debate with the Belarusian pro-democracy politician Mikalai
Statkevich, a former political prisoner and opposition presi-
dential candidate, and his wife, the activist and human rights
campaigner Maryna Adamovich, about the current situation in
Belarus. After Alexander Lukashenko was declared the winner
of 2010 presidential elections, Belarusians took to the streets to
protest against the rigging of the vote. The Lukashenko regime
responded with arrests and brutally quelled the demonstration.
Statkevich was subsequently sentenced to six years in prison.
He was one of six political prisoners released by Lukashen-

ko last year, as a consequence of which the EU lifted most of

its sanctions against Belarus. Lukashenko is again showing

a friendly face to Europe and last year two representatives of
opposition groups made it into the lower house of the Belarusian
parliament for the first time. Does this mean that liberalisation
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has finally arrived? Or is it just a temporary thaw that will be
followed by a new “freeze”?

Petra Prochazkova chaired the discussion and Kryscina Syjanok
interpreted.

In cooperation with the Slavonic Library in Prague, the East
European Club and the Student Solidarity Movement.

10 October 2016

Waclav Radziwinowicz:

A Polish Perspective on Russia

Debate with Waclav Radziwinowicz, a Polish journalist with the
daily Gazeta Wyborcza who is a leading Polish expert on Russia
and whose articles represent a significant strand of Polish opin-
ion on Moscow. He also serves as a Poland-based correspond-
ent for the radio station Echo of Moscow.

The discussion on the Polish perspective on contemporary Rus-
sia politics was chaired by Petr Janys$ka, a journalist and director
of the Czech Centre in Poland.

21 October 2016

New Dissidents in Contemporary Russia
Meeting with Zoya Svetova, a journalist and human rights
campaigner. From 2010 to 2014 she worked for the opposi-
tion periodical The New Times Magazine and she now writes
for the website OpenRussia. Chaired by Ondiej Soukup from
Hospodarské noviny.

In cooperation with the festival KULTURUS.

25 October 2016

Oleh Kryshtopa: Ukraine, Scale 1:1

Presentation of a Czech edition of a book by Oleh Kryshtopa,

a writer, essayist and journalist who crisscrossed his native coun-
try, from West to East and back again, recording the testimonies
of hundreds of people and accessing places that a regular tourist
never sees. The book Ukraine, Scale 1:1 (published in Czech as
Ukrajina v méritku 1:1) is the result of many journeys and inter-
views. It delivers an authentic testimony as to how people live in
Ukraine today and makes clear what led to the Maidan, the subse-
quent annexation of Crimea and the current war with Russia.

The translator and poet Marie llyashenko chaired the debate
with the author.

4 November 2016

What it Means to be the Wife of a Political
Prisoner

Debate with Anastasia Zotova, wife of Ildar Dadin, a Russian civic
activist who was last year sentenced to three years in prison for

Oleh Krystopa

Ukrajina v méritkui1:1

Oleh Kryshtopa: Ukraine, Scale 1:1 (25 October 2016)
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Born: March 6, 1956 (Moscow, Russia)
Fiieel ary 13, 2016 (M Russi

See: “Another Putin Critic Has
Eeen Foond Dend™ (Daily,
Celler, Jex, 16, 267E])

Vladmir Pribylovsky, author of Around Putin: Who's Who in Russian
Politics. (5 December 2016)
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repeatedly violating a law on public assembly (demonstrations
against the 2012 presidential election, LGBT activism, protests
against the war in Ukraine). Dadin is currently serving his sen-
tence in a penal colony in the town of Segezha in Karelia, where,
for instance, Mikhail Khodorkovsky spent several years.

During the evening there was a screening of a documentary on
Dadin’s case entitled One for All (dir. Luysa Kazaryan, 2016).
Also taking part in the discussion with Anastasia Zotova were
Anna Sabatova, the Czech Ombudswoman. Moderated by Anton
Litvin.

In cooperation with the Kulturus festival and the organisation
Open Russia.

5 December 2016

Around Putin: Who’s Who in Russian Politics
Discussion with Anvar Amirov, Ekaterina Michaylovska and Grig-
ori Belonuchkin, colleagues of the Russian dissident and histo-
rian Vladmir Pribylovsky (1956-2016) who collect biographical
information on members of the Russian elite. Their most recent
book is Around Putin: A Biographical Dictionary. Pribylovsky was
the first person to register the now legendary Ozero dacha col-
lective. It emerged in the mid-1990s and its members are today
among the richest and influential people in Russia. Pribylovsky
did not manage to finish his book and it was completed on his
behalf by his colleagues. Journalist Ondrej Soukup chaired the
debate.

15 December 2016

Prisoners of the Kremlin

Meeting with the independent Russian journalist Anton Naum-
ljuk (Radio Free Europe, Novaja gazeta), who specialises in the
court trials of Crimean Tatars in annexed Crimea as well as
Ukrainians held unlawfully in Russia (pilot Nadiya Savchenko, di-
rector Oleh Sentsov and others). He is one of the few journalists
who, despite intimidation, maps these courts and writes openly
about them as political trials with predetermined verdicts.

The event was held in cooperation with People in Need.
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China

19 January 2016

Olga Lomova: China lItself

Our economic and political convergence with the People’s Re-
public of China is accompanied by rhetoric of a civilisation going
back many millennia, differing cultural traditions and the success
of the Chinese model. However, a view of China from the inside
reveals a complicated struggle with the burden of traditions,
ancient and recent. Tradition and coming to terms with the past
in China were the subject of a lecture by Professor Olga Lomova
from the Faculty of Arts of Charles University.

11 March 2016

Taiwan - Island of Freedom

Vaclav Havel, who received the highest Taiwanese honour the
Order of the Brilliant Star, advocated strongly for Taiwan'’s inclu-
sion in international institutions and called at the United Nations
for its recognition as a member state. Havel and Taiwan are
joined by a non-violent path from repression to democracy.
Documentary films and discussion evening on the colonial histo-
ry and democratisation of Taiwan.

The evening saw the screening of the films:

The Mountain (Su Hung-en, 2015)

Taiwan from the perspective of an old native inhabitant whose
personal story reflects the colonial history of the island and the
poetics of its simple rural way of life. The screening was followed
by a discussion with the director.

Godspeed Taiwan (Jeff Broadway, Kai Boydell, 2013)

A documentary that captures modern political history, at-
tempts to transition to democracy and their partial failures and
foreshadows the establishment of democratic principles that in
2016 led to the desired electoral outcome. The main protagonist
is a political activist and former presidential candidate, though
other important political figures also feature. The film is a clear
mosaic of political developments in Taiwan at the turn of the
20th and 21st centuries.

A panel discussion on the results of January’s presidential
election, the gradual democratisation of Taiwan and relations
with China included contributions from: Leh Chyun-lin, Public
Television Service director, Teling Chen (Taiwan Film Institute),
director Su Hung-en and Niki Alsford, a specialist from the Ori-
ental Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences in Prague and
sinologist Martin Hala.

The discussion in English with Czech interpretation was chaired
by Katerina Prochazkova.

Organised in cooperation with the One World documentary

The Vaclav Havel

Library Club

TAIWAN

- OSTROV SVO
Dokumentarné

filmovy vecer a diskuse

na téma kolonidlni historie

a demokratizace Taiwanu

11. 3. 2016

Alci phipravil Urientilni dutav AV CR jaks in} program festivalu Jeden wit.

Warupné zdarma. Filmy a diskuse v 2eskeé | anglicke verzl.
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www.objev-taiwan.cz

Invitation to the event Taiwan — Island of Freedom. (11 March 2016)
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Anastasia Lin was the main guest of the evening China: One Country, Two
Faces. (8 September 2016)

The Vaclav Havel Library Club
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film festival and the Oriental Institute of the Czech Academy of
Sciences.

24 May 2016

China on China: Project Sinopsis

Presentation of a freshly launched project from the Institute of
East Asia Studies at Prague’s Charles University and the AcaMe-
dia association. The project aims to help increase understanding
of China, its position in the world and our relationship to it on the
basis of substantive analyses and by looking at the broader con-
text of daily news stories. Working closely with the media, it will
attempt to foster informed public discussion free of prejudice or
illusions.

The evening was hosted by sinologists Olga Lomova and Martin
Hala.

8 September 2016

China: One Country, Two Faces

Meeting with beauty pageant titleholder and human rights
advocate Anastasia Lin. In 2015 Lin won the Miss World Canada
title and was to represent Canada at the Miss World pageant in
China. However, she was refused a visa and declared persona
non grata by the Chinese authorities for her outspoken views on
the country’s human rights violations and persecution of Falun
Gong practitioners.

The debate, which focused on the disparity between China’s de-
velopment and the country’s poor human rights situation, was
chaired by Pavel Porubiak.

In cooperation with the NGO Lidska prava bez hranic.

12 September 2016

The Chinese Cultural Revolution After 50 Years
This year marks half a century since the unleashing of the so-
called Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China. In its time
the radical campaign, today officially dubbed the “10 years of
chaos” (1966-1976) in China itself, spoke to millions of partic-
ipants and had a great many ideological fellow travellers in the
West and the developing world. Its impact and influence are still
apparent to this day. Sinologists Olga Lomova and Martin Hala
discussed the essence and legacy of this mass campaign.

The evening was organised in cooperation with Sinopsis, a pro-
ject of the Institute of Far East Studies at the Faculty of Arts,
Charles University, Prague, and the association AcaMedia.
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Evenings with Polish reporters

News agency reports are insufficient if one is to comprehend
today’s world — and Polish reporters are able to combine personal
experience with an effort to grasp the deep essence of the events
described. Within the series Evenings the Polish Reporters,
organised by the Vaclav Havel Library and the Polish Institute in
Prague, new Czech translations of Polish long-form journalism
have been presented within debates on pressing issues.

10 February 2016

Pawet Smolenski’s Iraq

In 2015 Iraq represented the main strategic base of Islamic State
and was one of the most explosive spots on the geopolitical
map. How has recent history influenced this situation?

Polish reporter Pawet Smolenski discussed his book Iraq: Hell

in Paradise and more with journalist Tomas Lindner from the
magazine Respekt.

Pawet Smolenski has been focused on some time on Israel

and Palestine. His book Iraq: Hell in Paradise was published in

a translation by Michala Bene3ova and Lucie Zakopalova by the
publishers Dokoran a Jaroslava Jiskrova — Majin 2015. His book
of journalism Israel Isn’t Flying Any More was published in Czech
(2013)

5 April 2016

How to Write About National History

Some historical events both unite and divide society. The War-
saw Uprising and the Masin brothers’ actions are today primarily
symbols. How to speak about them?

Magdalena Grzebatkowska and Pavel Kosatik presented their
stories of national history while the discussion focused on what
picture of the past reports and essays can deliver and how per-
ceptions of our own history are being transformed today.
Magdalena Grzebatkowska is a Polish writer and reporter. She
received the Polish-German Tadeusz Mazowiecki Prize for
journalism for her book 1945: War and Peace. Her Stories from
the 1944 Warsaw Uprising was published in Czech by Ob¢anské
sdruzeni PANT in 2015.

12 May 2016

Margo Rejmer’s Edge of Europe

Meeting with the writer Margo Rejmer, who has spent the last
number of years in Romania and Albania and is the author of Bu-
charest: Dust and Blood, a literary report on Romania buffeted
between the legacy of the Ceausescu era and a dream of the
“West”. The book, translated into Czech by Jarmila Horakova,
was issued in Czech in 2015 by publishers Dokoran — Jaroslava

| Pawe Smolenski
Il
Irak

Peklo v riji

! -'j.in. 1 Tilkrow= MAT

Pawet Smolenski: Iraq: Hell in Paradise. (10 February 2016)

»

Margo Rejmer
v 3
Bukurest

Prach a krev

Margo Rejmer: Bucharest: Dust and Blood. (12 May 2016)
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Fenomén:
Polska literarni reportaz

Phenomenon: Polish Literary Reporting. (26 October 2016)

Jiskrova Maj. René Kubasek, former director of the Czech Centre
in Bucharest, moderated a debate with Rejmer on romantic
stereotypes, present-day realities and the growing appeal of
Southeast Europe. Lucie Zakopalova moderated.

14 September 2016

Romanies, or Gypsies?

In post-communist countries the Romany minority face constant
discrimination and social exclusion. At the same time they are di-
vided by disputes over their own identity, their traditional culture
is subject to external interference and an educated Romany elite
is only slowly emerging. The situation of the Roma in the Czech
Republic, Poland, Slovakia and other European countries was
discussed by reporter Lidia Ostatowska and journalist and Roma
Studies expert Sasa Uhlova.

Lidia Ostatowska is the author of two books of reportage fo-
cused on the Roma, their culture, history and current situation.
A Czech translation of the collection A Gypsy is a Gypsy (Cikan
je Cikan, Dokoran a Jaroslava Jiskrova — Maj), in which the writer
visits Romanies in north Bohemia, Bulgarian villages and Ro-
manian ghettos was published this year. A second book, Water
Colours (Akvarely pro Mengeleho, 2014) returns to the for-
gotten Roma Holocaust and, against that backdrop, Romanies’
understanding of the past and the changing interpretation of
European history.

26 October 2016

Phenomenon: Polish Literary Reporting
Presentation of the book Fenomén: Polska literarni reportaz
(Phenomenon: Polish Literary Reporting, Karolinum, 2016), the
first publication of Polish literary reporting for Czech readers
and the result of a conference and debate of the same title that
took place in 2015. The title explores the genre’s history and
present and features interviews with leading Polish reporters.
The book was presented by its co-authors, Igor Borkowski,

a professor at the University of Wroclaw, and Polish Studies ex-
pert Michala BeneSova. A discussion between Ewa Winnicka and
Petra Prochazkovéa on migration in contemporary Europe, both
between individual states and from outside, followed.

Ewa Winnicka is a Polish reporter who previously worked at

the daily Gazeta Wyborcza and currently writes for the weekly
Polityka. Among her achievements is the book Angole (The Brits,
2014), a collection of reports on the wave of Polish migration

to the UK, where in the last decade over 700,000 have gone for
work. Winnicka recorded dozens of stories, from successful City
managers to disillusioned rubbish sorters without futures.
Petra Prochazkova is a Lidové noviny reporter, war
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correspondent and the author of the reportage novel Frista
(2004) and other prose straddling documentary and literary
fiction. Prochazkova is primarily focused on the countries of the
former Soviet Union but also travels to crisis spots throughout
the world. In 2015 she mapped the journey of a group of Syrian
refugees, travelling with them from Turkey to Greece.

24 November 2016

The Assassination from Apricot City

Does Turkey belong to East or West? Are we capable of com-
prehending its contemporary face? The Polish reporter Witold
Szabtowski and the Turkish Studies expert and first Czech
ambassador to Turkey Tomas Lané discussed a dynamic country
where Islam meets Islamophobia, conservatism meets postmod-
ernism and a thirst for Europe meets euro-scepticism. Witold Sz-
abtowski’s reportage debut The Assassination from Apricot City:
Reportage from Turkey met with great success in Poland and
internationally and was translated into English, German, Russia
and now Czech (Dokoran a Jaroslava Jiskrova — Maj, 2016). Bara
Gregorova introduced the book, which drew on the author’s ex-
perience of a year-long stay in Turkey.

Vaclav Havel and the transformation of
Czech society in photographs

The series Vdclav Havel and the transformation of Czech society
in photographs presents the work of documentary photogra-
phers who captured Vaclav Havel in their work over many years.

26 January 2016

Alan Pajer: Vaclav Havel in Photographs
Evening with photographer Alan Pajer, who captured Vaclav
Havel in photographs over many years, but above all during his
time as President. Pajer’s pictures provide an insight into key
moments of Czech politics in the 1990s.

24 February 2016

Bohdan Holomicek:

Vaclav Havel in Photographs

Evening with photographer Bohdan Holomicek, a distinctive
chronicler of independent goings-on. Anna Farova: “Bohdan
Holomicek is a precious phenomenon in Czech culture. A pho-
tographer of meetings of friends, capturing positive situations,
moments of grace, flashes of love for the magical succour of
light.”

The Vaclav Havel Library Club
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Alan Pajer with JGchym Topol at the evening Vdaclav Havel in Photographs.
(26 January 2016)

Bohdan Holomicek: Vdclav Havel in Photographs. (24 February 2016)
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Lubomir Kotek discusses how This Was Husdkland with Jachym Topol.
(16 November 2016)

Jiri Sédlo reads from his book Prague and Brno. (21 January 2016)

The Vaclav Havel Library Club

HIN\N=II

25 May 2016

Evening with Photographer Pavel Hroch

Pictures from contemporary Cuba, the Velvet Revolution, the
wild 1990s and a previously unpublished photo essay exploring
the depths of rural Mexican religiosity.

Jachym Topol interviewed Pavel Hroch, a photographer, traveller
and expert on the Hispanic world.

17 October 2016

Karel Cudlin: Journeys and Pictures

Evening with the photographer Karel Cudlin, whose series cap-
ture journeys he has made to the East, in particular to Carpathi-
an Ruthenia, Poland, Russia, Ukraine, and later to the US and
Israel. He has documented, for instance, Valdice prisoners and
the departure of Soviet troops and entered the public conscious-
ness as the personal photographer of President Vaclav Havel.

16 November 2016

Lubomir Kotek: This was Husakland

Evening with the photographer Lubomir Kotek, who document-
ed everyday life through the sacred symbols of the Communist
regime, as well as capturing everyday reality on shabby streets,
on gloomy squares, in school classrooms, at compulsory public
meetings, at military reviews and also in private. Jachym Topol
hosted a discussion about the adventurous life of Lubomir Kotek,
covert chronicler of socialism.

Literary evenings

14 January 2016

Ladislav Heryan: An Earth Without a Horizon
Presentation of the book Zemé bez obzoru (An Earth Without

a Horizon), which was issued by the VySehrad publishing house
in 2015. The book’s author, Roman Catholic priest Ladislav
Heryan, discussed the Bible and the songs of U2 with its editor,
radio journalist Petr Vadura.

21 January 2016

Sadlo and Prague and Brno

Reading by Jiff Sadlo from his latest book Praha a Brno (Prague
and Brno).

Jachym Topol hosted the evening.

2 February 2016

Sylvie Richterova: Essays on Czech Literature
Essayist and novelist Sylvie Richterova presented her new book,
Eseje o Ceské literature (Essays on Czech Literature) (Pulchra,
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2016), which is essentially an anthology of her texts from 1975
to 2015. Editors Jan Sulc and Petr Sramek discussed the author
and her work.

8 February 2016

Jifi Cieslar: Matous

Presentation of the diary of academic, critic and essayist Jifi
Cieslar, who for years headed the Institute of Film Studies at the
Faculty of Arts at Charles University. The diary, which dates from
the close of his life, is written with a deep knowledge of the diary
genre; however, it is also completely sincere and truthful, written
without any hidden agendas or pretence.

The book was presented by its editor Jan Sulc, the writer’s son
Jiri §. Cieslar and other guests.

17 February 2016

Daniela Hodrova: Winding Sentences

Reading by writer and literary theoretician Daniela Hodrova from
her most recent books Tocité véty (Winding Sentences) (Mal-
vern, 2015) and Co se vyjevuje: Eseje o Adriené Simotové (What
is Revealed: Essays about Adriena Simotovd), in which she
focuses on long-term friends who are simultaneously important
figures in her books, Bohumila Grogerova and Adriena Simotova.
Literary theoretician Blanka Cinatlova conducted an interview
with Daniela Hodrova.

22 February 2016

Hi, Sweetheart

Presentation of the book Ahoj mdj milacku (Hi, Sweetheart)
(Torst, 2015) comprised of correspondence between Juliana
Jirousovéa and Ivan Martin Jirous between 1977 and 1989.
FrantiSka Jirousova, Marta Vesela Jirousova, Daniel Degtév, Jiri
Gruntorad, Martin Machovec, Tomas Bursik, Marta Kordikova,
Petra Poukarovéa and Daniela Iwashita took part in the reading
and discussion. Hosted by Martin Valasek.

7 March 2016

Magnesia Litera |

Series of readings by finalists in the 2016 edition of the Mag-
nesia Litera literary competition. Daniela Hodrova: Tocité véty
(Winding Sentences) (prose category), Marie Iljasenko: Osip
mirina jih (Osip Heads South) (best newcomer), Robin Kral:
Viyndlezarium (The Inventionarium) (children’s and young adult
fiction).

The Vaclav Havel Library Club
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The cover of Daniela Hodrovd'’s book Winding Sentences.
(17 February 2016)

From the launch of Hi, Sweetheart, correspondence between Juliana and
Ivan Martin Jirous. (22 February 2016)

Abnousse Shalmani introduced visitors to the VHL to the Czech
translation of her book Khomeni, Sade and Me. (9 March 2016)
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Monika Naceva and Karel Dobry read the poems of world-famous
Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish. (10 March 2016)

9 March 2016

Abnousse Shalmani: Khomeni, Sade and Me
Author Abnousse Shalmani visited Prague on the occasion of the
publication of the Czech edition of her book Khomeni, Sade and
Me. Khomeni, Sade and Me is a pamphlet combining anecdotes
from the writer’s life with reflections on social and political
questions.

The discussion was moderated by Alexandre Pajon. The event
was organised in cooperation with the French Institute in
Prague.

10 March 2016

Mahmoud Darwish, World-Renowned
Palestinian Poet

Celebration of the 75th anniversary of the birth of Mahmoud
Darwish, the most eminent Palestinian poet, that featured
readings of his poems in several languages: Czech, English and
French. The special guest was the renowned Syrian literary critic
and expert on Darwish’s oeuvre, the Paris-based Subhi Hadidi,
who discussed the Palestinian poet’s significance in the global
context. Associate Professor FrantiSek Ondras from the Institute
of Near Eastern and African Studies at the Faculty of Arts of
Charles University, a seasoned specialist in Arabic literature,
discussed Darwish in the Czech context.

The poems were read by actors Sara Arnstein, Héléne Genet,
Karel Dobry, Jifi Simek, Daniel Brown and others, while Monika
Naceva and Marwan Alsolaiman provided musical accompani-
ment. The evening concluded with a tasting of Levantine cuisine.
Event organised in cooperation with the Friends of the Poetry of
Mahmoud Darwish.

15 March 2016

Magnesia Litera Il

Series of readings by finalists in the 2016 edition of the Magne-
sia Litera literary competition.

Jiri Dynka: Kavdrny (Cafés) (poetry category), Renata Fucikova:

Prague v srdci (Prague in the Heart) (children’s and young adult
fiction), lva Pekarkova: Pecend zebra (Baked Zebra) (prose)

and David Zabransky: Martin Juhds ¢ili Ceskoslovensko (Martin
Juhds or Czechoslovakia) (prose).

16 March 2016

Roma Women Write Differently

Intimate meeting with four regular Vaclav Havel Library guest
writers, Eva DaniSov4, Irena ElidSova, Jana Hejkrlikova and Iveta
Kokyova, represented in the anthology Slunce zapadd uz rdno
(The Sun Sets in the Morning) (VHL, 2014).
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Excerpts from the anthology, new work and the role of Roma
women in the family and the arts.
Evening hosted by Karolina Ryvolova and Alena Scheinostova.

21 March 2016

Magnesia Litera lll

Series of readings by finalists in the 2016 edition of the Magne-
sia Litera literary competition.

Anna Bolava: Do tmy (Into the Dark) (prose category), Olga
Cernéa: Kldrka a 11 babicek (Kldrka and the 11 Grannies)
(children’s and young adult fiction), Blanka Jedli¢kova: Zeny

na rozcesti (Women at the Crossroads) (best newcomer) and
Ladislav Zednik: Mésto jeden kamen (City One Stone) (poetry).

29 March 2016

Magnesia Litera IV

Series of readings by finalists in the 2016 edition of the Magne-
sia Litera literary competition.

Pavel Busta: Sigmundovy mury (Sigmund’s Nightmares) (prose
category), Daniel Petr: Straka na Sibenici (Straka on the Gal-
lows) (prose), Lucie Raskovova: Samota neni zlej (Solitude Ain’t
Bad) (best newcomer) and Irena Stastna: Zvykdni jader (Chew-
ing Kernels) (poetry).

31 March 2016

Sursum Babylon

The publishers and supporters of the arts and society review
Babylon, which has been published in Prague since 1992, pre-
sented their new internet magazine project focused on political
and arts news. Babylon writers commented on the project
pithily: Twenty-five years after the fall of communism, there’s no-
where to write.

11 April 2016

Akram Ajlisli: Meeting with the Author

of Stone Dreams

Meeting with the Azerbaijani novelist Akram Aylisi, whose hotly
discussed novel Stone Dreams was published in a Czech trans-
lation in 2015.

In the book Aylisi describes the persecution of Armenians in
Azerbaijan at the turn of the 1980s and 1990s, leading to an ava-
lanche of bitter criticism and even the burning of his books.
Hosted by Emil Souleimanov.

Co-organised by the Vaclav Havel Library, the Czech Association
of Ukrainian Studies Specialists, the Department of Russian and
East European Studies at the Bratislava Faculty of Arts, the East
European Club and People in Need.

Petr Placék Sursum Babylon. (31 March 2016)

7
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Jan Sokol signs Debt to Life, a volume of his selected essays.
(25 April 2016)

18 April 2016

Film Evening: Nazi and Communist Film
Propaganda

Presentation of Richard Taylor’s book Film Propaganda: Soviet
Russia and Nazi Germany coupled with a screening of propa-
ganda pictures. The Nazis and Soviet Bolsheviks used more than
terror to force the obedience of the societies they controlled. A key
instrument of their power was propaganda. And in the first half

of the 20th century film was the most powerful propaganda tool,
afact on which Lenin and Goebbels agreed. Taylor’s book summa-
rises how in their countries the Bolsheviks and the Nazis subjugat-
ed film companies and later many filmmakers, as well as exploring
the production of the most striking works of propaganda.
Translator Petrugka Sustrova presented the publication.

19 April 2016

Vladimir 518 - Tribes

Evening with Vladimir 518, editor of the successful books Kmeny
(Tribes) and Kmeny O (Tribes O), which characterise Czech pre-
and post-revolution urban subcultures succinctly. They compare
the analogies and differences between individual groups, map
the behaviour of marginal cultures in changing times and look
for common denominators at the centre of such social struc-
tures.

Jachym Topol introduced the evening and chaired a discussion
with the author.

25 April 2016

Evening with Jan Sokol

Meeting with the philosopher, teacher and translator Jan Sokol
focused on his new publications that took place just days after
he reached the personal milestone of his 80th birthday. The writ-
er presented a 600-plus page collection of his essays entitled
Dluh Zivota. Cldnky, eseje, glossy (Debt to Life: Articles, Essays,
Glosses) (and his “trilogy” Moc penize a prdavo (Power, Money
and Law) (2014), Etika, Zivot, instituce (Ethics, Life, Institutions)
(2015) and Clovék jako osoba (Man as a Person) (2016).

TV presenter Jifi Podzimek hosted the evening.

2 May 2016

Thoughts in a Quiet Pause While the Firing
Squad Recharges Their Weapons

An evening with author Radka Denemarkova. On the literature
and mentality of Central and Eastern Europe, the dissent prior
to 1989 and its significance today, and present-day issues such
as racism and anti-Semitism, as well as the current political
situation.
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Readings from the writer’s “most personal book” Penize od
Hitlera (Money from Hitler) (Host, 2006) and her ironic latest
novel Prispévek k déjinadm radosti (Contribution to the History of
Joy) (Host, 2014).

3 May 2016

On Timothy Snyder’s Bloodlands

and Black Earth

On the occasion of the release of Czech language audio books
of Bloodlands and Black Earth by US historian Timothy Sny-

der, translator Petrugka Sustrova, historian Tomas Bursik and
Michael Zantovsky discussed historical events on the territory of
today’s Poland, Ukraine, Belarus and Baltic States in the 1930s
and 1940s.

) ) ) Lenka Dusilovd, Jifina Siklovd, Marie Stipkové and Roman Tyc at the
The discussion was complemented by excerpts from the audio presentation of Nadezhda Tolokonnikova’s How to Make a Revolution.
books, read by Jifi Plachy. (6 June 2016)
26 May 2016

Vaclav Havel’s Prague

Festive inauguration of Zdenék Lukes$’s book Praha Vdclava
Havla (Véaclav Havel’s Prague) (Vaclav Havel Library, 2016)
highlighting buildings in the metropolis connected to the life of
the playwright, dissident and president. In several chapters it
presents, in photographs by Pavel Hroch and other photogra-
phers, buildings constructed by his grandfather and father (the
Lucerna Palace and buildings at Barrandov), as well as places
linked to Havel's childhood and youth, his years as a playwright
and dissident period.

The evening was be hosted by the VHL's head of production and
editor Pavel Hajek.

2 June 2016

Joseph Roth: The Tale of the 1002nd Night

The Austrian journalist and novelist Joseph Roth, whose best-
known works include the novels The Radetsky March and The
Emperor’s Tomb, was an astute observer and perceptive witness
of the decline and demise of Austria-Hungary, of the end of the
“old days”, when the deep-rooted and conventional gave way

to fear and uncertainty sparked by the “new order”. The Tale of
the 1002nd Night, which is set in Vienna at the end of the 19th
century, was translated from the German by Miroslav Stuchl.
Excerpts from the novel were read by Lukas Jtza, an actor

with the Kaspar theatre company, while Jana Du$ek Prazakova
discussed Roth’s oeuvre. Szomoru Vasarnap and other songs
evocative of Austria-Hungary were performed by Zdenek Zavod-
ny and Michal Hruby.
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Paul Wilson introduces his book of translations of Bohumil Hrabal’s
short stories Mr. Kafka and Other Stories from the Time of the Cult.
(7 June 2016)

6 June 2016

Presentation of Nadezhda

Tolokonnikova’s How to Make a Revolution

How to Make a Revolution is a book by Nadezhda Tolokonnikova,
the Russia philosophy student, independent artist, political ac-
tivist, prisoner and former member of the street-art group Voina
and political punk group Pussy Riot.

The book was presented by Marianna Placakov4, translator
Milan Dvorak, political commentator Libor Dvordk, Roman Tyc
and Michael Kocab.

7 June 2016

Visegrad Reads and Debates

Literary gathering with writers from the Visegrad states: prose
author, poet, translator, critic and musician Roland Orcsik
(Hungary), poet, prose author and publisher Jan Tésnohlidek

Jr. (Czech Republic), journalist Joanna Szczepanik (Poland) and
editor, translator and children’s books author Barbora Skoviero-
va (Slovakia). Tereza Semotamova moderated.

Organised by the Arts and Theatre Institute in cooperation with
the Véaclav Havel Library.

The gathering was part of the Visegrad literary residency programme.
Partner organisations: Art and Theatre Institute, Villa Decius, Petéfi
Irodalmi Mizeum and the Centre for Information on Literature.

7 June 2016

Bohumil Hrabal’s Short Stories in English
Translation by Paul Wilson

Presentation of Bohumil Hrabal's short stories translated by Paul
Wilson and issued under the title Mr. Kafka and Other Tales from
the Time of the Cult. The evening was hosted by Jachym Topol,
who read excerpts in both the original and translation.

8 June 2016

Who's at Home Here and Who's a Guest

Now traditional poetry reading held within the festival Stranou
2016 — European Poetry Live.

Guests: Esad Babaci¢ (SLO) / Andrej Brvar (SLO) / Jelena Ciri¢
(SRB/CR) / Irena Douskova (CR) / Giovanni Fierro (IT) / Irena
and Vojtéch Havel (CR) / Markéta Hejna (CR) / Petr Hejny (CR) /
Hana KnieZova (SK/CR) / UrSka Kramberger (SLO) / Cvetka Lipus
(SLO/A) / Michael Lorenc (CR) / Mikotaj tozinski (PL) / Simona
Rackova (CR) / Marian Mil¢ak (SK) / Josef Mlejnek (CR) / Emma-
nuel Moses (FR) / Tanja Petelinek Hohler (SLO) / PrimoZ Repar
(SLO) / Vladimir Vaclavek (CR) / Magdalena Wagnerova (CR).
Music: Vesna Caceres & Sjarhej Supa (HR/CR/BY)

The evening was hosted by Lenka and Peter Kuhar.
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29 June 2016

Jaroslava Hercikova: Dress

It is very difficult to characterise either the poetry collection Saty
s picou (Dress with a Twat) or its author. Those who attended
Jaroslava Hercikova's reading experienced a remorseless poetic
maze of the soul bearing traces of absurdity, hopelessness,
anger and black humour. Some may have called call it under-
ground. But when they started to drown in depression and
mental sludge they, just in time, got the chance to breathe and,
unharmed, reach passages seamlessly infused with cheerful-
ness and playfulness, even a tribute to life.

15 September 2016

- : Svatava Antosovd reads from her poetry collection Performance.
Svatava AntoSova: Performance (15 September 2016)

Evening dedicated to the Teplice poet, prose writer and journal-

ist Svatava AntoSova. She wrote the poetry cycle Performance

in 2014, dedicating it to the then seriously ill performer Milan
Kozelek (1948-2014). Alongside that collection, the author read
from the prose Skoby/Punkt Memory (Staples/Punkt Memory)
(Milan Hodek, 2012), an allegory of the state of the world today
and its problems — all with the musical accompaniment of mul-
ti-instrumentalist Iveta Kratochvilova.

Mirek Kovarik and Radek Blaha provided a guest performance of
Anto3ova’s reworking of Allen Ginsberg’s famous poem A Super-
market in California.

19 September 2016

Zafer Senocak: Between Two Worlds

Zafer Senocak is a renowned German poet of Turkish origin
whose creative language also straddles two worlds. In his essays
and media work he explores the situation of several genera-
tions of migrants living in Europe and the concepts of home and
borders. The discussion focused on the turmoil in Turkey and the
situation of those searching for freedom beyond their homeland.
Senocak’s work has been translated into many languages. His collec-
tion In the New World came out on the Czech Fra imprint in 2008.
Evening held as part of the accompanying programme of the 36th
World Congress of Poets and in connection with the 115th anniver-
sary of the birth of Jaroslav Seifter.

26 September 2016

Jifi Dédecek: Ballads from the Banking Sector
The poet and songwriter read from his upcoming tragicomic
collection Balady z bankovniho sektoru (Ballads from the
Banking Sector). In addition he performed a number of songs
and chansons (including his own translations of Jacques Brel,
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Ladislav Heryan
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The cover of Ladislav Herydn’s book Oddball on this Earth, which the
author presented at the VHL on 16 October 2016.
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Georges Brassens and Boris Vian). Followed by a reading from
the legendary book Obéznik (Circular), which first came out in
Munich in 1988 and was most recently issued by the publishers
Limonadovy Joe.

Hosted by JAchym Topol.

3 October 2016

Wendy Holden: Born Survivors

Presentation of the Czech version of the book Born Survivors
(Narodili se, aby preZili, 2016), the incredible story of three
women from Poland, Bohemia and Slovakia and their children,
who were born in the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp
and all survived.

Attending the evening in person were the author of the book,
British writer Wendy Holden, and the three surviving children
(Eva, Mark and Hana), aged 71. The book was “baptised” by Hana
Hnatova, sister of the novelist Arnost Lustig.

The book’s translator Miroslav Jindra also took part. Journalist
and writer Judita MatyaSova hosted the evening.

6 October 2016

And Everything Around is so Russian

it Makes Your Head Spin

Russian Studies experts Alena and Jan Machonin presented an
anthology of poetry by Russian poets of the Lianozovo School,
Zlodéji vsednich okamZik( (Thieves of Every Moment), issued in
2016 by the publishers Arbor vitae. The work of Yevgeny Kro-
pivnitsky, Genrikh Sapgir, Igor Kholin, Vsevolod Nekrasov and
Jan Satunovsky from the turn of the 1950s and 1960s is close

in its poetics to Western experimental or minimalist poetry; at
the same time, however, it grew out of the domestic avant-garde
from the start of the century and the realities of Moscow’s pe-
ripheries. The Russian originals were heard in period recordings
and in renderings by the Russian minimalist poet and performer
German Lukomnikov.

13 October 2016

Varujan Vosganian: The Book

of Whispers

Presentation of a Czech version of Varujan Vosganian’s novel
The Book of Whispers (published as Kniha Sepott, 2015), in
which the author traces the history and complicated fate of Ro-
mania’s Armenian minority — massacres of Armenians at the end
of the 19th century, genocide during WWI, subsequent flight of
Armenians to Romania, communist nationalisation, deportation
of Armenian elites to Siberia and voluntary repatriation back to
Armenia. The writer, who was present in person, is the chairman
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of the Armenians’ Union of Romania and deputy chairman of the
Writers’ Union. The evening was hosted by the Romanian Stud-
ies expert LibuSe Valentova.

In cooperation with the Romanian Cultural Institute in Prague.

19 October 2016

Ladislav Heryan: Oddball on this Earth

Exotem Na Této Zemi (Oddball on this Earth, 2016) by Ladislav
Heryan, which is subtitled O boZim milosrdenstvi mezi nami (On
God’s Mercy Among Us), centres on an understanding for peo-
ple’s life stories. With a feel for Greek and Hebrew as well as for
a witty point, Heryan, a priest known as “the pastor of the under-
ground”, takes us on a tour of unexpected corners of the fates

of particular individuals. Regarded by many as unconventional,

. i i i X Josef Kordik and Tereza Dubinova: Priest by Profession.
the cleric has written a book that is completely exceptionalin the (1 November 2016)

context of Czech spiritual literature. Ladislav Heryan accompa-
nied the reading and discussion with songs performed on guitar.
The evening was hosted by Jaroslav Kuchar, director of the
Portal publishing house.

20 October 2016

Tereza Bouckova: Life is Wonderful

Celebration of the publication of writer Tereza Bouckova’s novel
Zivot je nadherny (Life is Wonderful), which came out on the Odeon
imprint in autumn 2016. A reading by Bouc¢kova was complement-
ed by the singing of Bedfich Ludvik and the ensemble MiSpacha.
Katerina and Yaros Loginov inspired the audience to dance with
Cuban-style Salsa.

25 October 2016

Aluze Review Evening: Literary Magazines as
a Cultural and Social Focal Point

From the beginnings of modern Czech literature, through the
1960s era, into the more recent samizdat period and even up
to the present day, we have seen the publication of numerous
literary magazines, small and large, brand new and unknown,
and renowned and based on long tradition. What are they like?
Do they comprise a vibrant intellectual focal point? Or are they
becoming a relic in the internet age?

Bianca Bellova, Michal Sanda, Irena Douskova and others ap-
peared at the evening organised by the Olomouc review Aluze.
Aluze editor Lucie Faulerova hosted the event.

27 October 2016

Alexej Sevruk: A Theatre of Dancing Puppets
Evening with Alexej Sevruk, a prose author, translator of among
others Yuri Andrukhovych and Serhiy Zhadan and editor of the
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Baby Jesus with Krchovsky. (9 December 2016)

magazine Plav, who presented his new debut book, the short
story collection Divadlo tancicich loutek (A Theatre of Dancing
Puppets, 2016). In fantastical prose he explores the blending of
the internal and external. Wanderings in exotic countries. A fas-
cination with sex and death. The ego and the id. And the world

perceived as a theatre for whirling puppets.

1 November 2016

Josef Kordik and Tereza Dubinova:

Priest by Vocation

The book Svoboda jit s Bohem (The Freedom to Live with

God) captures Roman Catholic priest Josef Kordik’s (1948)
recollections of his youth, vocation to the priesthood, studies
at a seminary in Litomérice, parish work in the impoverished
Sudetenland, involvement in the circle around Charter 77 and
signature of the document, subsequent loss of state permit to
perform religious activities, civilian employment as a locksmith
and joiner, return to religious duties after November 1989, work
as a chaplain at Valdice and building of a vibrant community at
Zeleznice near Ji¢in. Tereza Dubinova, who also contributed to
the book, is a Culture Studies expert and Hebraist.

Jachym Topol chaired the discussion and read excerpts.

7 November 2016

Visegrad Writes, Reads and Debates

Literary gathering with writers from the Visegrad states: poet,
translator and teacher Radek Maly (Czech Republic), poet,
translator and teacher Katalin Szlukovényi (Hungary), poet and
translator of Czech/Slovak literature Zbigniew Machej (Poland)
and prose author and film/television director Peter Kristufek
(Slovakia). Chaired by Tereza Semotamova.

Organised in cooperation with the Arts and Theatre Institute.
The gathering was part of the Visegrad literary residency
programme. Partner organisations were the Art and Theatre
Institute, Villa Decius (coordinator), the Petéfi Irodalmi Mizeum
and the Centre for Information on Literature.

21 November 2016

Edgar Dutka: Mother Took Off

The screenwriter, director, dramaturge and novelist Edgar Dutka
presented his Matka Vzala Roha (Mother Took Off), a collection
of short stories with an autobiographical tone capturing the fate
of a family marked by the Communist regime.

The evening was launched by editor Denisa Novotna and Ale$
Lederer, owner and director of the Prostor publishing house,
while the writer was accompanied by singer-songwriter Jir{
Dédecek and actor Michal Pavlata.
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30 November 2016

Jana Krejcarova: This is Reality

Jana Krejcarova-Cerna — femme fatale of the Czech under-
ground, muse of Egon Bondy and author of shocking erotic poet-
ry as well as noteworthy prose. The publication of her collected
works, the book Tohle je skutecnost (This is Reality) (2015), was
presented by its editor and the author of a biography of Krej-
carova-Cerna, Anna Militz, and editor Jan Sulc.

The discussion was chaired by literary critic Radim Kopac¢

9 December 2016
Baby Jesus with Krchovsky

Unique appearance by poet J.H. Krchovsky. A poetic evening full of

Christmas motifs specially put together for the Vaclav Havel Library.

World premiere of the staged reading of the Pavel Havel tragicomedy
Rr.(5 May 2016)

19 December 2016

Poet Refugee - Refugee Poet

Reading and debate with Adin Ljuca.

Adin Ljuca left Bosnia for Prague shortly after he was injured in
the defence of his hometown of Maglaj during the war in Bosnia
and Herzegovina. He graduated in comparative studies from
Charles University’s Faculty of Arts in Prague and has worked as
a librarian for 20 years, first at the Slavonic Library at the Czech
National Library and later as the head of the historical collection
at the National Technical Library.

How does a 1990s refugee view the current refugee crisis? How
does the current situation of refugees in Europe differ from the
refugee wave of the 1990s, and what are the similarities be-
tween the situation of refugees from the former Yugoslavia and
that of refugees today?

Frantiek Sistek, a Balkans history specialist from the Institute of
History at the Czech Academy of Sciences, and Jifi Hrabal, a liter-
ary theorist from Palacky University in Olomouc, took part in the
gathering and read their own translations of Ljuca’s texts.

Theatre performances

5 May 2016

Pavel Havel: Rr

“Pavel Kohout always noticed my rhotacism and, it seemed to
me, was even excited by it. I'm not too excited by my rhotacism
because I don't hearit.”

Vaclav Havel, Rozrazil 2008/no. 4

A trragicomedy on the desirre of Rroberrt Chrroust, who strrug-
gled to prronounce his r's, to become an actorr. Authorrs Pavel
Kohout and Véaclav Havel completed the play in 1973 and it was
perrformed just once, at a meeting of the banned wrriterrs at
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Vdclav Havel: Ela, Hela and the Hitch. (16 June 2016)

Hrradecek the following yearr. The Vaclav Havel Librrarry prre-
sented a staged rreading in a worrld prremierre.

Doctorr: Ivan M. Havel

Patient: Pavel Kohout

Dirrectorr: Michael Zantovsky

Broadcast live by Czech Television.

16 June 2016

Vaclav Havel: Ela, Hela and the Hitch

Old ladies are hitchhiking for the first time. They have their
ethical principles, their flowerpots, their planter boxes, their
rollmops, their crosses and habits, their social position...
Featuring: Tereza Sobéslavova, Lenka Skalicka and Katerina
Urbankova — Charlieho foxici, Gymnazium Jifiho z Podébrad
grammar school, Podébrady.

“With the repetition, variation, entanglement and disintegration
of speech in the sketch Ela, Hela and the Hitch from 1961, Vaclav
Havel revealed the stylistic devices of his dramatic trademark,”
said the literary and theatre theoretician Lenka Jungmannova,
who was the evening’s second guest and discussed Vaclav Hav-
el's earliest dramatic texts.

25 June 2016

Pavel Havel: Rr in Brrno

Rroberrt Chrroust (Pavel Kohout) and doctorr Horrorr (lvan
M. Havel) move to Brrno to perrforrm, under the direction of
Michael Zantovsky, a rreprise of the of the trragicomedy on the
desirre of Rrobert Chrroust to become an actorr.

Doctorr: Ivan M. Havel

Patient: Pavel Kohout

Dirrectorr: Michael Zantovsky

Held as part of the Brrrno Night of Literrraturre, organised by
publisherrs Vétrrné mlyny.

30 June 2016

Pavel Havel: Rr

At the close of the 2015/2016 season at the Vaclav Havel Library
we presented, following a successful premiere in May, a reprise
of the trragicomedy Rr.

Authorrs Pavel Kohout and Vaclav Havel completed the play in
1973 and it was firrst perrforrmed at a meeting of the banned
wrriterrs at Hrradecek in 1974.

Doctorr: Ivan M. Havel

Patient: Pavel Kohout

Dirrectorr: Michael Zantovsky
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9 October 2016

Rr at the National Theatrre

A trrragicomedy on the desirre of Rroberrt Chrroust to become
an actorr. Authorrs Pavel Kohout and Vaclav Havel completed
the play in 1973 and it was perrforrmed just once, at a meeting
of the banned wrriterrs at Hrradecek the following yearr. Afterr
many yearrs of silence, the Vaclav Havel Librrarry decided to
brring it to life officially.

Doctorr: Ivan M. Havel

Patient: Pavel Kohout

Dirrectorr: Michael Zantovsky

Performance held within the Prague Crossroads theatre festival,
co-organised by the National Theatre and the Vaclav Havel
Library.

22 April 2016

KineDok I: School Time for Miss Roma

We launched the first evening at the Vaclav Havel Library or-
ganised in cooperation with KineDok, which is focused on the
alternative distribution of authorial documentaries in Central
and Eastern Europe, with a screening of the film School Time for
Miss Roma (Croatia, 2015). The film follows the stories of three
Roma girls and their search for their own identity at secondary
school.

Participants in the subsequent debate were Michal Kryl from the
non-profit Nova $kola, which supports inclusive education for
minorities, foreigners and other socially or culturally disadvan-
taged children and youths, Michal Dord, a lawyer in the field of
Romany integration in the CR (Otevrenéa spole¢nost) and Roma-
ny Studies student Michal MiZigar.

17 June 2016

KineDok Il: Domino Effect

Second evening at the Vaclav Havel Library prepared in cooper-
ation with KineDok, which is focused on the alternative distribu-
tion of authorial documentaries in Central and Eastern Europe.
This time we screened Domino Effect (Elwira Niewiera, Piotr
Rosotowski, 2014), which is about the current situation in Abk-
hazia, a state that does not exist according to international law.
Work on the film began in 2008, shortly after the end of the war
in South Ossetia, and it captures the difficult situation of a small
state living in the shadow of a large neighbour.
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Poster for the first edition of the Prague Crossroads festival, within which
the VHL performed Pavel Havel’s Rr on stage at the New Stage of the
National Theatre. (9 October 2016).
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Alongside the permanent exhibition, which is open to the public every day except
Monday, the Library’s educational programme focused on several areas in 2016.
The oldest established in 2009, is the Vaclav Havel Library Prize for Best Student
Essay, a competition for secondary school students. The second consisted of tours
of the exhibition and workshop Havel in a Nutshell, which again were led by
instructor Nina Rutova last year. The third key area is a freshly created e-learning
programme dedicated to Vaclav Havel and human rights. Other elements of the
education programme in 2016 included specialised thematic lecture series and
numerous lectures in the fields of history, human rights, culture and politics.

Vaclav Havel Library permanent
exhibition

The permanent exhibition Havel in a Nutshell introduces visitors
to the life of Vaclav Havel through a collage of photographs and
quotations. Via detailed information and audio recordings, touch
screens place individual chapters of his life — family, theatre,
dissent and presidency — in the broader cultural and historical
context. A large interactive map allows visitors to acquire a nu-
anced idea of Vaclav Havel's global, world “footprint”.

Within guided tours combined with workshops elementary
school and secondary school groups are acquainted with the
life and philosophy of Vaclav Havel. In the form of group work,
the pupils and students attempt to use photographs to recreate
a given period in Vaclav Havel's life. Interest was highest in the
guided tours in autumn 2016 in connection with the 80th anni-
versary of Vaclav Havel's birth.

Best Student Essay competition 2016

Dear Mr. President,...

One of the key genres of Vaclav Havel's work is essays — on
literary, artistic, social, political, and spiritual topics. His essays,
such as the The Power of the Powerless and A Word About
Words, have become classic texts of Czech literature; they have
been translated into tens of languages, and are among the few
truly world-famous works of Czech culture. This is also why it

is necessary to keep cultivating the essay genre in the Czech
language — not in the sense of imitating Vaclav Havel's writing,
but in the spirit of his courage to name unpleasant problems and
search for unconventional solutions to them.

The subject of the eighth year of the competition, held in the year
of the 80th anniversary of Vaclav Havel's birth, was open. Stu-
dents had to address their essay to Vaclav Havel with the words
“Dear Mr. President” but the actual theme was of their choosing.
In 2016 the Vaclav Havel Library received a total of 75 student
essays from 45 schools in 13 regions of the Czech Repubilic.

In 2016 the best work was selected by a five-member jury com-
prised of well-known figures in Czech public life: Vaclav Cilek,
Ondrej Hausenblas, Roman Joch, Hana Kofrankova and Petra
Soukupova.
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Overview of winners

1st place: Thuy Ly Leova, The English College in Prague

2nd place: Simona Lanska, Grammar School and Pedagogy-Fo-
cused Secondary School, Nova Paka

3rd place: Anna Datiashvili, Lauder Prague Jewish Community
kindergarten, elementary and secondary school

The jury also bestowed two special mentions:

1. Jakub Samal from Grammar School and Pedago-
gy-Focused Secondary School, Nova Paka

2. Grammar School and Pedagogy-Focused Secondary
School, Nova Paka for teaching support to students
and cultivating the essay genre

The ceremonial presentation of diplomas and prizes took place
at the Vaclav Havel Library in the presence of the jury on 7 De-
cember 2016.

Havel in a Nutshell workshop

Havelin a Nutshell is an interactive workshop for secondary
school students and elementary school students from 9th grade.
Itis held at the Vaclav Havel Library and takes around 180 minutes.
By themselves or in groups, the students read and work with
Havel texts, share their views on subjects close to Havel (e.g.,
dissent, conscience, the absurd) and connect them to their own
experience. The programme’s instructor Nina Rutova has many
years’ experience in the media, editing and teaching, including
as the head of a teaching programme for teachers entitled “Criti-
cal thinking through reading and writing”.

e-learning course Human rights, civil
society and civic responsibility through
the life and work of Vaclav Havel

The Véaclav Havel Library is creating an online education course
that introduces young people in particular to the philosophy
and work of Vaclav Havel, with an emphasis on human rights
and civic society and responsibility. It is aimed at introducing
Vaclav Havel and his period context in an attractive form using
modern technology and video. The course is primarily aimed
at secondary school and third-level students but will also be
available to others. The English version is aimed at the foreign
public, be they students interested in Central Europe and human
rights issues or those from countries where human rights are
still a pressing issue today.

Education 83

Vaclav Havel, Here and Now

Are the ideas of the first post-1989 president still alive? Do they
really have something to say today? How should we actually
approach Vaclav Havel's legacy? And what role does the Vaclav
Havel Library play in promoting the life and work of one of the
most important figures in Czech 20th century history?

A series of debates with the VH Library’s executive director,
Michael Zantovsky, took place in the regions.

7 - 8 March 2016 | North Bohemia

Lepar Grammar School, Ji¢in

Turnov Grammar School, Turnov

Zidovska 100, Ji¢in

Liberec Technical University, Liberec

Unveiling of Vaclav Havel's Place in front of Regional Science
Library, Liberec

Municipal Library, Jablonec nad Nisou

Fry¢ bookshop and antiquarian bookshop, Liberec

24 March 2016 | Brno

Scala Masaryk University cinema
Debate with Michael Zantovsky on Vaclav Havel, his biography
Havel and the transformation of values in Czech society and
Czech foreign policy.
Moderated by the dean of the Faculty of Social Studies, Bre-
tislav Danc¢ak.
Organised by the Student Section of the International Insti-
tute of Political Science and the Vaclav Havel Library.

Jifi Mahen Library
Talk with Michael Zantovsky, Petra Dvorakova, Alice Horack-
ova and Ales$ Palan on writing and more, moderated by
Czech Television journalist Petr Vizina.
Organised by the Kosmas bookshop and the Jifi Mahen
Library in Brno.

Vila Tugendhat
An intimate discussion with Michael Zantovsky in the inspi-
rational setting of the Glass Room on the legacy of Vaclav
Havel, the role of the Vaclav Havel Library, the book Havel
and other issues.
Organised by Vila Tugendhat and the Vaclav Havel Library.

Husa na provazku Theatre, Vesela Husa club
A special evening — interview with Michael Zantovsky con-
ducted by Petr Oslzly and Milan Uhde as part of the project
Cabinet Havel 2016.
Organised by Husa na provazku Theatre and the Vaclav
Havel Library.
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9 May - 11 May 2016 | Northern Moravia
Silesian University, Opava

Klub Fiducia, Ostrava

Olga Havlova Grammar School, Poruba, Ostrava
Ostrava University, Ostrava

Dum knihy, Ostrava

Municipal Library, Havirov

Palacky University, Olomouc

24-25 May | Southern Bohemia
Faculty of Education, University of South Bohemia,
Ceské Budé&jovice
Vitézslav Novak Grammar School, JindFichtv Hradec
Ceremonial opening of exhibition marking 80th anniversary
of Vaclav Havel's birth, Czech Radio, Ceské Budé&jovice
Pierre de Coubertin Grammar School, Tabor
Pisek Business Academy and Language School
Prachen Museum, Pisek

Vaclav Havel for students
A series of lectures by Anna Freimanova
12.January 2016 Secondary Hotel School, Karlovy Vary
— talk for students, Divadlo na tahu
theatre — performance of Protest at the
town’s Husovka theatre

7. April 2016 Horni Pocernice Secondary School, talk
for students following a performance of
The Beggar’s Opera

14. April 2016 Talk at Tfebori Grammar School

23. November 2016 Book Culture Secondary School Prague,
Perunova

19. and 20. December 2016
Ostrava, Pant — club launch, talk with
audience members

14. December 2016  Mozaiky, Prague, Zitna 29
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Russian culture through the eyes of
Tomas Glanc

Living Souls II: Contemporary Russian Culture in Words and
Images was a series of lectures given at the VH Library club by
Tomas$ Glanc (Universitat Zirich) that built on a very successful
first series in 2015.

23 March 2016

Is Russia Anti-Western or Not? - From the
Utopia of Cybernetic Romanticism to Pjotr
Pavlensky

The lecture explored the paradoxical possibilities, or the impos-
sibility, of free art in repressive conditions, then and now.

20 April 2016

Words and Pictures Unleashed - Forms

of Ecstasy in Russian Culture

In 2016 an exhibition was held at Prague’s Letohradek Hvézda
(Star Summer Palace) by the Museum of Czech Literature in co-
operation with the VHL in connection with what would have been
Vaclav Havel's 80th birthday. Perhaps surprisingly, it offered

the first major presentation in the Czech Republic of the work of
Dmitri Prigov, one of the most famous poets, visual artists and
performers of Russian Conceptualism.

11 May 2016

The Secrets of Our Age - Russia Through the
Prism of Hallucination

A week before the opening of an exhibition by the Russian artist
and graduate of Prague’s Academy of Performing Arts Pavel
Pepperstejn at Ostrava’s PLATO centre for contemporary art,

we explored, among other things, his as yet unpublished novel.
Entitled The Secrets of Our Age, it sees Pepperstejn describe the
reality of Russia in a manner unparalleled in previous literature.
Where does the artist, who heard the cartoon characters Kifemil-
ek and Vochomurka in the voice of Vaclav Havel in 1991, draw
inspiration?

25 October 2016 Memorial of National Literature, Hvézda
Summer Palace, Hvézda Game Park, Prague 6

Havel - Prigov and Czech Experimental Art
Curatorial tour of the exhibition and discussion about art and
politics in contemporary Russia with Tomas Glanc, a literary
theorist and expert on Russian culture and cultural theory.

In connection with the 80th anniversary of the birth of Vaclav
Havel we presented his work in an unusual manner. In the first
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significant phase of his work, Havel also went in for experimen-
tal poetry and its expressive possibilities, which he rendered

in several series of Anticodes. We presented his minor works

in two contexts and predominantly in connection with the art
of his Russian contemporary Dmitri Prigov, who in the 1970s
used similar approaches to Havel, even though his extensive
oeuvre took a different direction in general to Havel's and there
were no direct connections between the two or their artistic
contexts. The second context explored Havel's Anticodes and
Prigov’s work in relation to the strong Czech tradition of visual
poetry and experimental art.

A mutsrall Elearsing

el: e-Learning
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Front page of the VH Library’s e-learning course Human Rights, Civic

Society and Civic Responsibility Through the Life and Work of Vaclav

Havel.
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Poster for a talk held within the series Vaclav Havel, here and now in
Pisek. (25 May 2016)
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Invitation to the opening of the exhibition Havel-Prigov and Czech
experimental art. (26 October 2016)
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Occasional lectures and discussions

13 January 2016

The Holocaust and Other Genocides

Martin Smok of the USC Shoah Foundation and Petr Panek,
director of publishers Pant, presented the Czech translation of
the book The Holocaust and Other Genocides and spoke about
the importance of education and about the mechanisms of
genocide.

16 February 2016

Ladislav Kudrna: In the Wild North:

The Underground in Teplice, 1965-1985

Along with Prague, the North Bohemia region, especially Teplice,
was a leading centre of the opposition community known by the
later appellation of underground. The non-conformist communi-
ty soon found itself in conflict with the communist regime. A pe-
riod characterised as a breeding ground of the underground

(a proto-underground) began in 1965; 20 years later, in 1985,
there was a revival of the underground movement following the
harsh repression of the early 1980s.

21 April 2016

Czech Normalisation Pop

Today we look at the 1970s and ‘80s in Czechoslovakia in disbe-
lief: How could an everyday lie prove so successful?

The then entertainment culture played a role in this — and its
popularity endures to this day, transcending the totalitarian era.
The regular output of the day, as well as pop as propaganda,
ranks as an acrid and bizarre phenomenon of modern Czech
history. Vaclav Havel described the media situation in such terms
in the essay Zpiva celd rodina (The Whole Family Sings) (1975),
which remains pertinent.

Pavel Klusék selected normalisation pop gems and recreated
their story.

26 April 2016

Media and Transparency - How to

Acquire Information from the State
Administration?

The Embassy of the Kingdom of Norway in Prague, in coopera-
tion with the Department of Media Studies at Prague’s Metro-
politan University, organised a Norwegian-Czech media seminar
entitled Media and transparency — how to acquire information
from the state administration?

The seminar was intended for specialists, students and mem-
bers of the general public.



71

16 May 2016

Allen Ginsberg as King and Pariah

Translator and beat generation aficionado Josef Rauvolf dis-
cussed US poet Allen Ginsberg’s visit to spring-time Prague in
1965, which was significant both to the writer and to the local
arts scene, his subsequent StB-managed deportation, and how
both the poet and officialdom reflected on his Czech sojourn.

18 May 2016

Tomas Tozicka: Why Doesn’t Helping Poor
Countries Change the World for the Better?

A great many resources - investments, cheap loans and develop-
ment grants — flow from the wealthiest countries on the planet
to the poorest. Despite all of this, little progress is apparent. The
world continues to face extreme poverty, escalating differences
and huge waves of internal and external refugees. Is there any
way out of this vicious circle? Tomas Tozic¢ka's lecture drew on
his expertise in the field of regional development and interna-
tional developmental cooperation, as well as his experiences of
working in Angola, Bangladesh, Nicaragua and Zambia.

19 May 2016

Pyotr Savitsky: Co-Founder of the

Euroasianist Movement

Seminar focused on the turbulent fate of Pyotr Nikolayevich
Savitsky, co-founder and ideologue of the Euroasianist move-
ment. Savitsky emigrated to Czechoslovakia in 1921 but was
taken away to the USSR after 1945 and imprisoned in the Gulag.
After his return in 1961 he was also convicted in Czechoslovakia.
We will also explore the inter-war Euroasianist movement and
its significance today, in particular the philosophy of the founder
of neo- Euroasianism, Alexandr Dugin. The seminar was helmed
by Jan Dvorak and Jan Hornik from the Institute for the Study of
Totalitarian Regimes.

22 August 2016

Opening of the Exhibition The Longest

Night - 21. 8. 1968

The exhibition presenting freshly discovered information about
the military occupation of Czechoslovakia on the night of 20 and
21 August 1968 that showed visitors individual phases of the
military preparation and political execution of the operation.
The curators drew on previously unpublished pictures from the
Austria-based Dutch photographer Okky Offerhaus acquired

by the National Archive in 2011. Other photos used came from
the organising institutions: the Police Museum and the Military
History Institute, as well as the Central Military Archive in Prague
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Cover of the book The Holocaust and Other Genocides. (13 January 2016)

Daniel Povolny and Milan Bdrta at the opening of the exhibition The
Longest Night - 21. 8. 1968. (22 August 2016)
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From Are Western, Christian Values in Ruins?, a speech by Roman
Catholic priest and writer Vaclav Vacek. (29 September 2016)

= —

Teplice 12. - 20. listopadu 1989

Usp@sné demonstrace za z[°
zivotniho prost™-i

Development specialist Tomdas ToZi¢ka explains who is served by
sustainable development. (4 October 2016)
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and the Czech Army’s Administrative Archive in Olomouc. The
exhibition was organised in cooperation with the Police of the
Czech Republic and the Office for the Documentation and Inves-
tigation of the Crimes of Communism.

8 September 2016

Martin Nekola: Czechoslovak Exiles After 1948
The world of exiles after 1948 and the fates of Czechoslovaks
who strove to return freedom and democracy to a homeland
where power had been seized by the Communists are an
essential part of our modern history. However, there is margin-
al research into the subject and the public has no more than
fragmentary information about it. On the basis of his own long
years of research in domestic and foreign archives, the speaker
outlined the most important émigré organisations, personalities
and newspapers and placed Czechoslovak exiles in the context
of the broader European situation and international develop-
ments at the turn of the 1940s and 1950s.

29 September 2016

Vaclav Vacek: Are Western, Christian Values

in Ruins?

Do we know them? Don’t they appeal to us? Do we live by dif-
ferent ones? Are we abandoning them? Are we foreigners in our
own culture? Evening with the Roman Catholic priest and writer,
who was once active in the dissent and Charter 77 circles and
ranks amongst the most progressive voices in the contemporary
church.

4 October 2016

Tomas Tozicka: Who is Served by Sustainable
Development?

All of the states in the world agreed at the UN to bring about
sustainable development. The majority of world governments,
including the Czech government, are now preparing a strategy
to achieve that. Tomas Tozic¢ka, an expert on development issues,
discussed our chances of being able to deliver sustainable devel-
opment for all of the people on the planet and how development
maintains the status quo of a divided human race.

18 October 2016

Conference: Country Houses, a Communal Way
of Life in the Underground

After the court trials of Czech underground figures (1976) and
the subsequent proclamation of Charter 77, the normalisation
regime began to carry out repression against the opposition.
Underground types believed that if they were less “visible” they
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would be able to live freely. They were mistaken. The retreat to
the countryside, generally to devastated farm buildings, seemed
to be the last acceptable move to the margins.

Conference held in cooperation with the Institute for the Study
of Totalitarian Regimes.

18 October 2016

Jana Kopelentova: Czech Political Prisoners
Evening with Jana Kopelentova Rehak, a cultural anthropologist
at the University of Maryland who has long been focused on
social and urban ecology and social inequality as well as the
cultural history of Eastern Europe. In the 1990s she worked in
the Czech Republic with refugees from the Chernobyl disaster
and with the community of former political prisoners. At the
VH Library she presented her book Czech Political Prisoners:
Recovering Face (2012), which focuses on the fates of political
prisoners in the 1950s.

19 October 2016

On Dying

Dying is a subject that is complicated and, for many, hard to
comprehend and tabooised. Should we speak about dying at
all? Why do we avoid even mentioning it, or at least try to tiptoe
around it? Is it at all possible (and how) to prepare for the fact
that departure from this world will also one day also affect us
and our loved ones?

We sought answers to these and other questions with sociolo-
gist Jitina Siklova, palliative medicine specialist Irena Zavadova,
hospice director Jifi Krej¢i and moral philosopher and theologian
Jaromir Matéjek. The discussion was chaired by Stara LekeSova.
In cooperation with the Committee of Good Will, Olga Havlova
Foundation.

3 November 2016

Czechoslovak Exile Media: Between Reality,
Propaganda and Myth

During the Communist regime in Czechoslovakia, the exile
media created a specific milieu. A reaction to the difficulty of
critical discussion, it contributed to the continuity of independ-
ent Czechoslovak journalism and also strove to bring about the
end of repression in the homeland. The transformation of the
exile media sphere after August 1968 was discussed by former
exile journalists Lida Rakus$anova, Petr Brod and Martin Schulz,
as well as media historian PhDr. Petr Orsag, Ph.D, who has
thoroughly explored the subject in his new book Mezi realitou,
propagandou a myty: Ceskoslovenskd exilovd média v zdpadni
Evropé v letech 1968-1989 (Between Reality, Propaganda and
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Invitation to the conference Country Houses, a Communal Way of Life in
the Underground. (18 October 2016)

Historian Petr Orsdg presented his study Between Reality, Propaganda
and Myth: Czechoslovak Exile, 1968 —1989 at the VH Library.
(3 November 2016)
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Band: The Background to the Operation that Produced Charter 77.
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Myth: Czechoslovak Exile Media in Western Europe, 1968—-
1969), which was issued in 2016 by publishers Lidové noviny.

8 December 2016

The Band: The Background to the Operation
that Produced Charter 77

1976. Amid the harsh normalisation regime dozens of rock mu-
sic fans, independent artists and members of the “unwholesome
youth” are arrested. Vaclav Havel, Jifi Némec and other dissi-
dents organise support in their defence. And Charter 77 is born.
The background and details of this now legendary, foundational
story are explored in the book Kapela (The Band) by historian
Ladislav Kudrna.

FrantiSek Starek, who lived through those times, projected
unique photos from the underground.

Jachym Topol hosted the evening and asked the questions.
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Media coverage

The Vaclav Havel Library was referred to in 1,494 articles and programmes in
media outlets monitored by Newton Media. Compared to previous years this
represented a marked increase (2015 - 1,015, 2014 - 1,059, 2013 - 881).

The greatest attention was sparked by the 80th anniversary of Rr — 22 and Madeleine Albright — 21. Of VHL produced books,
Vaclav Havel's birth. The following events were most associated most mentions were received by Hey, It’s Havell - 98 and Notes
with the Vaclav Havel Library: Havel@80 — 70 references, Prague of the Accused - 39.

6 and film marathon - 50, the visit of Ai Weiwei — 49, Pavel Havel:
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Visits and social networks

During 2016, a total of 16,636 people attended the Library’s club events. This
represented year-on-year growth of 4,056, a roughly one-third rise. The increase

was thanks to constant efforts to improve the programme and patient work in
the field of communication and PR, which the VHL does in-house. Most events are
recorded on video with the results posted on the Library’s own YouTube channel.
At the end of 2016 it had registered 374,388 views (in 2015 the channel received
126,469 views, while the previous year the figure was “only” 71,064).

The best-attended event organised by the library in 2016 was

a concert celebrating what would have been Vaclav Havel's 80th
birthday at Prague’s Lucerna Palace on 15 October. Three thou-
sand people bought tickets for the concert and its accompanying
programme.

The Library was also active on social media. At the end of the
year its Facebook profile had 22,299 followers (for comparison,
at the end of 2015 the figure was 15,621 and at the end of 2014
it was 11,893). The Library had 3,195 Twitter followers at the end
of the year (compared to 2,574 at the end of 2015).

The Library’s website delivers monthly events programmes,
news, information about the Library’s projects and video and
photo documentation of individual events, as well as providing

access to the Documentary Centre’s electronic archive. In 2016
monthly visitor numbers hovered around 10,000 (in 2015

the figure was 8,000 — 10,000). In addition, the Library ran

the www.havel80.cz website and www.facebook.com/Have-
|At80 Facebook profile in 2016, offering information on events
connected to the 80th anniversary of Vaclav Havel's birth, in so
doing expanding its “fan base” domestically and internationally
by several hundred.

The Library sends out a weekly e-newsletter with the pro-
gramme and occasional teasers for forthcoming events to
registered subscribers; people can register to receive it on the
website. In 2016 the total number of e-newsletter subscribers
was 13,020.
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Financial donations, grants and revenues from

own activities 2016

Documentation Centre 4161

Publications 3054 Revenues from own activities

The World of Vaclav Havel 787 Revenues from sales of own products

Vaclav Havel European Dialogues 524 (books, postcards) 1338

Vaclav Havel Prize 628 Revenues from sales of other products 22

Club 4 260 Sale of services 1878

Havel@80, Hey, It's Havel! 890 of which institutional cooperation 525

Launch of Hey, It's Havell + 80 well-wishers 15. 10. 1580 of which crowdfunding 189

Education 679 Interest and differences in exchange rates 78

Administration and overheads 3121 Other revenues 39

TOTAL 19 684 TOTAL 3 355

Overview of development in overall Financial donations received 2016

expenditures
Fondation Zdenek et Michaela Bakala 13000

2010 7 553 Other donors 381

2011 10952

2012 14 423 TOTAL 13 381

2013 17 877

2014 17 881

2015 17 369

2016 19684 | Grants 2016
City of Prague — club programme 250
Czech Ministry of Culture - literary evenings 200
Czech Ministry of Culture — essay competition 30
Czech Ministry of Culture — Havel80 at Lucerna 24
Czech Ministry of Culture — cultural minority evenings 20
Czech Ministry of Culture — Burgtheater exhibition 20
State Culture Fund — Burgtheater exhibition 70
State Culture Fund — VH Interviews Prior to 89 10
Rockefeller Brothers Fund — e-learning programme 209
Embassy of the French Republic — programme 27
TOTAL 860
TOTAL INCOMES 17 595
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Fundraising and own revenues

In 2016 the Vaclav Havel Library intensified its efforts to acquire financial
resources via fundraising with the aim of diversifying its income streams.

The Véaclav Havel Library’s main source of finance in 2016

was support for programmes and operations provided by the
Fondation Zdené&k et Michaela Bakala. The foundation reduced
its contribution last year to CZK 13 million a year. There was an
increase in the amount acquired in the form of donations from
small donors, which climbed to CZK 381,000 in 2016.

The Véaclav Havel Library enjoyed success with a number of grant
applications in 2016. The City of Prague provided the Vaclav
Havel Library with a total of CZK 250,000 in the form of an arts
grant, which allowed for an intensification of the Library’s pub-
lic programme in 2016. A grant that the Library acquired from
the Czech Ministry of Culture was intended for public evenings
devoted to literature. This grant expanded the offer of evenings
focused on the field of literature. The Czech Ministry of Culture
also contributed via its grants programme to Library evenings
focused on Polish, Belarusian, Ukrainian and Romany culture,

as well as contributing to the eighth edition of the Best Student
Essay competition, which the Library runs for secondary school
students around the Czech Republic every year. In addition, the
Ministry of Culture provided a grant for a concert at Prague’s Lu-
cerna marking the 80th anniversary of Vaclav Havel's birth and
the exhibition His Freedom, Our Freedom: Premieres of Works
by the Playwright, Dissident and President at Vienna’s Burgth-
eaterin the Years 1976-1986. That exhibition was also support-
ed by a targeted grant from the Czech State Culture Fund, which
provided a total of CZK 70,000 toward the project, which ran
from September 2016 to April 2017. In addition the State Culture
Fund supported the project VH's Interviews Prior to 1989, which
aims to gather, analyse and publish all the interviews that Vaclav
Havel gave while still a playwright and dissident between the
end of the 1950s and 1989. The Embassy of the French Republic
in Prague also supported the latter project with a grant.

In 2016 the Library began work on its own educational e-learn-
ing programme entitled Human rights, civil society and civic re-
sponsibility through the life and work of Véaclav Havel. The pro-
ject is targeted at older elementary school pupils and secondary

and third-level students and has been created in both Czech and
English versions. It was launched in 2016 thanks to a generous
grant from the US foundation the Rockefeller Brothers Fund. The
total of CZK 885,000 acquired has served to get the project up
and running and to record the first lessons in 2016-2017.

In 2016 the Library made its first efforts to raise money by
means of crowdfunding. Via the website Hithit it raised a total of
CZK 228,100 from a total of 241 donors toward a book com-
prised of amateur photographs of Vaclav Havel collected by the
Library in the first months of 2016. The figure raised meant the
VHL more than met its target of CZK 220,000.

Revenues generated from the Library’s own activities reached

the record amount of CZK 3,238,000 in 2016. Its own products,
in the main books, brought in a creditable CZK 1,338,000. Suc-
cessful titles published in 2016 — Vdclav Havel’s Prague, Notes
of the Accused, Hey, It's Havel! and The Power of the Powerless
and Other Essays — accounted for the greatest part of this sum.

The year 2016 also saw an increase in revenues generated by
the Library’s own services, which also includes institutional
cooperation. As part of this it was successful in acquiring the
cooperation of the company Sekyra Group for the international
conference Vaclav Havel European Dialogues. Sekyra Group
contributed to the event financially alongside the Representa-
tion of the European Commission in Prague, which has been the
project’s partner from the beginning.
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BALANCE SHEET

BALANCE SHEET by 504/2002 Sb. amended in 2016

Business name
asat..31.12.2016 KnihovnaViclava Havia, op.s.
Ostrovni 129/13
in thousands CZK Registered office
Praha 1
I 27 619 4 1 3 . 11000 .......................................
Seal
Ident. ASSETS line Accounting period
at the first day balance at the last day
A Fixed assets Als sty | 001 +2,795 +2,623
Al Intangible assets Alte. sAlx | 002 +2,140 +2,369
A.l. 1. |Research and development et 012 003
2. |Software wetors | 004 +825 +825
3. |Valuable rights (patents, copyrights,trademarks and brands) Gget 014 005
4. |Low-value intangible fixed assets GEet 018 006
5. |Other intangibles asetors | 007 +1,315 +1,544
6. |Intangible assets under construction Geet 041 008
7. |Advances for intangible assets Intangible assets aetos1 | 009
Al Tangible fixed assets Allie. +Alx | 010 +2,706 +2,748
A.ll. 1. |Land et 031 011
2. | Artworks and collections setose | 012 +1,277 +1,277
3. |Buildings and structures aget 021 013
4. |Machinery, equipment, vehicles, fixtures and fittings csetone | 014 +1,429 +1’471
5. |Orchards and vineyards aget 025 015
6. |Livestock (herd and draught animals) GEet 026 016
7. |Low-value fixed assets acetozs | 017
8. |Other tangible fixed assets GEet 029 018
9. |Tangible fixed assets under construction acetosn | 019
10. |Advances for tangible fixed assets Get 052 020
AL Financial assets Alll A+ +Alx | 021
A. Il 1. |Investments in subsidiaries et 0641 022
2. |Investments in associates weetoee | 023
3. |Bonds, debentures and similar securities held until maturity GEet 063 024
4. |Loans to organisations teams GEet 066 025
5. |Other long-term loans acetoe7 | 026
6. |Other financial assets acetoss | 027
A.IV.  |Accumulated depreciations of long term property total ANA+ oAl | 028 -2,051 -2,494
A.IV. 1. |Depreciations to immmaterial results of sciene survey et 072 029
2. | Accumulated depreciations of software etors | 030 -825 -825
3. |Accumulated depreciations of valuable rights et 074 031
4. |Accumulated depreciations of long - term immaterial property Gget 078 032
5. | Accumulated depreciations of other long - term property setore | 033 -184 =444
6. | Accumulated depreciations of buildings et 081 034
7. | Accumulated depreciations of movable assets and sets of movable assets setoge | 035 -1,042 -1,225
8. |Accumulated depreciations of cultivated areas aeetoss | 036
9. |Accumulated depreciations of lifestock et 086 037
10. |Accumulated depreciations of small long - term property acetoss | 038
11. |Accumulated depreciations of other long term property et 089 039
B. Short-term property total Ble sBly. | 040 +7,667 +6,858
B.1. Inventory Bli+.+Blx | 04 +2,793 +3,020
B.l. 1. |Materials in store acet 112 042
2. |Materials in transit acet 119 043




Accounting period

Ident. ASSETS line
at the first day balance at the last day

3. |Work-in-progress qget121 | 044 +404 +152

4. |Semi-finished products aeet 122 | 045
5. |Finished products set 123 | 046 +2,250 +2,717

6. |Livestock (herd and draught animals) GEet 124 047
7. |Merchandise in store eet132 | 048 +139 +151

8. |Merchandise in transit aeet 130 | 049

9. |Advance payments for inventory et 314 050
B.Il. |Receivables total Bil1s 4Bl | 051 +892 +1,109
B.Il. 1. |Customers acetats | 052 +269 +385

2. |Bills of exchange to be collected aet3iz | 093

3. |Receivables for discounted securities aeetats | 054
4. |Advance payments made acetatd-r 51 | 055 +623 +712

5. |Other receivables aeetats | 096
6. |Receivables from employees et 335 057 +1

7. |Receivables from social security and health insurance institutions Geet 336 058

8. |Income taxes acetaar | 099

9. |Other direct taxes aeetaap | 060
10. |Value added tax asetaas | 061 +11

11. |Other taxes and fees acet34s | 062

12. |Subsidies receivable from state budget aet3as | 063

13. |Subsidies receivable from self-governing local area's budgets aeetasg | 064

14. |Receivables from participants in an association Ucet 358 065

15. |Receivables from fixed-term financial transactions et 373 066

16. |Receivables from issued bonds GEet 375 067

17. |Sundry receivables aetsze | 068

18. |Estimated receivables acet3ss | 069

19. |Depreciations to receivables aeetaor | 970
B.Ill.  |Short-term financial assets total Biil1e. 4Bk | 071 +3, 734 +2,495
B. Ill. 1. |Cash on hand aeetonn | 072 +75 +54

2. |Stamps and vouchers aeet213 | 973
3. |Bank accounts seton | 074 +3, 659 +2,44 1

4. |Shares and similar securities for trading et 251 075

5. |Bonds, debentures and similar securities for trading GEet 253 076

6. |Other bonds, debentures and securities wcet2se | 077

7. |Cash in transit acetoet | 078
B.IV.  |Other assets total BIV1s sBIVx | 079 +248 +234
B. IV. 1. |Deferred expenses Gget 381 080 +248 +234

2. |Accrued revenue et 385 081
TOTAL ASSETS A+, | 082 +1 0,462 +9,481




Accounting period

Ident. LIABILITIES line
at the first day balance at the last day
Own resources Als.+An, | 001 +4,531 +2,236
Ll Equity Ald+e.+Alx | 002 +4,415 +2,070
I. 1. |Own equity setgor | 003 +66 +66
2. |Funds aceton | 004 +4,349 +2,004
3. |Gains or losses from revaluation of assets and liabilities azetoo1 | 005
L |Profitor loss Allts. +Allx | 008 +116 +166
II. 1. |Profit and loss account acet 41963 | 997 XXXXXXXXXXX +50
2. |Profit or loss to be approved et +1-031 | 008 +27
3. |Retained earnings, accumulated losses from previous years et 4+/-932 009 +89 +116
B. Not-own capital total B+ +Blv. | 010 +5,931 +7,245
B. I Reserves Total Bli+.4+Blx | O1
B.I. 1. |Reserves ucetoar | 012
B.II. Long - term payables total Blis 4B | 013 +3,744 +3,744
B. Il. 1. |Long-term bank loans asetost | 014
2. |Own bonds issued aeetosa | 015
3. |Payables of lease acetoss | 016
4. |Long-term advances received Geet 955 017
5. |Long-term bills of exchange to be paid azetoss | 018
6. |Estimated payables aeetage | 019
7. |Other long-term payables setose | 020 +3, 744 +3, 744
B.Ill.  |Short-term payables Billl1+. +B.l1x | 921 +1,880 +2,682
B.IIl. 1. |Suppliers eetaot | 022 +228 +739
2. |Bills of exchange to be paid et 302 023
3. |Advance payments received 024

ucet 324




Accounting period

Ident. LIABILITIES line
at the first day balance at the last day
4. |Other payables aetses | 025 +1 +300
5. |Employees aeetast | 026 +383 +363
6. |Other payables to employees acetass | 027
7. |Payables to social security and health insurance cetazs | 028 +218 +201
8. |Income taxes cetaar | 029 +30
9. |Other direct taxes ucetaan | 030 +82 +65
10.|Value added tax ucetass | 031 +22
11. |Other taxes and fees aeetads | 032
12.|Payables to state budget ucet 346 033
13.|Payables to self-government local area's budgets acetaas | 034
14.|Payables for unpaid subscribed shares and participations GEet 367 035
15. |Payables to participants in association et 368 036
16.|Payables to fixed-term financial transactions GEet 373 037
17.|Sundry payables setaze | 038 +220 +100
18. | Short-term bank loans aeet2at | 039
19. |Credits for discounted securities acet232 | 040
20.|Short-term bonds issued acet2ar | 041
21.|Own bonds issued aetoss | 042
22.|Estimated payables aeetage | 043 +726 +884
23. | Other short-term financial assistance Getoag | 044
B.IV. |Other liabilities BIVAs +BIVx | 045 +307 +819
B. IV. 1. |Accrued expenses setass | 046 +241 +88
2. |Deferred revenue setasa | 047 +66 +731
LIABILITIES asp. | 048 +10,462 +9,481

Date of compilatio  16.06.2017

Signature of statutory bady

Legal form

Entrepreneurial activity




PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT

PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT by 504/2002 Sb. amended ir

Business name

asat..3.1:12.2016  Knihovna Véclava Havia, o.p.s.
Ostrovni 129/13
from 1.1.2016 1o 31.12.2016 | T T
in thousands CZK Registered office
Praha 1
o (217170198173} w000
Seal
Ident. PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT line Accounting period
Main Business Total
A Expenses AleocAVIL. | 001 +19,674 +10 +19,684
Al Consumed spendings total Alds.+Alx | 002 +11,360 +10 +11,370
A. 1. 1. | Consumed materials, energy consumption, consumption of other non-inventory itemsﬂéw 501,502,503 | 003 +266 +266
2. | Merchandise sold aeets04 | 004 +0 +10 +10
3. | Repairs and maintenance Gt 511 005 +22 +22
4. | Travelling expenses azets12 | 006 +281 +281
5. | Representation expenses aets13 | 007 +409 +409
6. | Other services acet518 | 008 +10,382 +10,382
Al Change in work-in-progress and activation Al 1+ 2A I | 009 -606 -606
A.ll. 7. | Change in work-in-progress Géty 561, 562, 563,564 | 010 -378 -378
8. | Aktivation of material, goods and internal services ey 571,572 | 011 -228 -228
9. | Aktivation of intangibles Géty 573,574 | 012
AL Personal expenses total Alllie. +Allx | 013 +8,129 +8,129
A. l1l. 10.| Wages and salaries aeetseq | 014 +6, 162 'l'6, 162
11. | Legal social insurance aetsea | 015 +1,967 +1,967
12.| Other social insurance Getses | 016
13.| Legal social security expenses GEet 527 017
14.| Other social security expenses aeetses | 018
A IV [NExesito] Al sAlx | O19 +2 +2
A. IV. 15| Taxes total uéty 531, 532,538 | 020 +2 +2
A.V. Other expenses total AVA+.+AVx | 921 +316 +316
A. V. 16. | Contractual fines, interest on late payments, other fines and penalties Gty 541, 542 022
17.| Write-off of receivables set543 | 928 +5 +5
18.| Interest expense Geets4a | 024 +1 +1
19.| Foreign exchange losses acetsas | 925 +33 +33
20. | Gifts getsas | 026 +159 +159
21.| Shortages and damage getsas | 027 +64 +64
22.| Other expenses getsag | 028 +54 +54
A. VI Depriciations, sold property, aditions to reserves total AVI1s. +AVIx | 929 +443 +443
A. VI. 23.| Depreciation expenses of intangible and tangible fixed assets s | ©F0 +443 +443
24.| Net book value of intangible and tangible fixed assets sold aeetss2 | 031
25. | Shares and ownership interests sold &t 553 032
26.| Materials sold aeetssa | 033
27.| Additions to reserves and provisions Gty 556, 559 034
A. VIl Membership fees total AVIL1+. +AVILx | 935
A. VII. 28| Membership fees and operating contributions paid to branch ity 581,582 | 036
A.VIIl. | Income tax AViie.+AVIx | 037 +30 +30
A. VIIl. 29 Income tax agetsor | 038 +30 +30
Expenses Total 039 +19,674 +10 +19,684
B. Revenues 040 +19,712 +22 +19,734
B. I Operating subsidies Bli+. +Blx | 041 +860 +860
B.I. 1. | Operating subsidies aeeteol | 042 +860 +860
B. Il Accepted contributions total BlIL14+.. +B.ILx 043
B. Il. 2. | Received operating contributions &t 681 044
3. | Received donations Gcetege | 045
4. | Received membership fees Gsetegs | 046
B. Il Revenues from own efficient sty 601, 602,603 | 047 +3,2 16 +22 +3,238




Ident. PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT line Accounting period
Main Business Total

B.IV. | Other revenues total BIVA+.4BIVx | 048 +15,636 +15,636
B. IV. 5. | Contractual fines, interest on late payments and other fines and penalties ety 641, 642 | 049
6. | Revenue from written-off receivables Gzeteaz | 050

7. | Interest Gset6aa | 951 +6 +6

8. | Foreign exchange gains uceteas | 952 +72 +72

9. | Accounting for funds aceteas | 953 +15,519 +15,519

10.| Other revenues aeeteag | 094 +39 +39
B.V. Revenues from sales of property BVi+.+BVx | 055
B. V. 11. | Revenues from sales of intangible and tangible fixed assets Gzetese | 056
12.| Revenues from sale of shares and ownership interests et 653 057
13.| Revenues from sales of materials Geetess | 098
14.| Revenues from short-term financial assets aeetess | 999
15.| Revenues from long-term financial assets aeetes7 | 060

Total revenues 061 +19,712 +22 +19,734

C. Profit (loss) before taxation (r. 63 - 33) B.-All-.-AVix +C.x | 082 +68 +12 +80

D. Profit (loss) after taxation B.-A+D.x | 063 +38 +12 +50

Date of compilatio  16.06.2017

Signature of statutory body

Legal form

Entrepreneurial activity




The Vaclav Havel Library

Notes to financial statements

Year ended on 31 December 2016
(in thousands of CZK)

1.

Characteristics and main activities

The establishment and characteristics of the company

Knihovna Viaclava Havla, o.p.s. ("the Company"or “The Vaclav Havel Library”) was
established on 26 July 2004.

The main purpose of the Company is archive, research, documentary and library activities
focused on the works of Vaclav Havel and documents or items associated with his
activities, expert analysis thereof, and the related educational and popularising
activities.

Company'’s registered office

Knihovna Vaclava Havla, o.p.s.
Ostrovni 129/13, Nové Mésto
110 00 Praha 1

Czech Republic

Company registration number

271 69 413

Members of the Board of Trustees as of 31 December 2016
Gabriel Eichler (chairman)
Michaela Bakala (vice-chairwoman)
Dagmar Havlova
Bozena Jirkli
Martin Palous
Jacques Rupnik
Nina Smitova
Iva Brozova
Milan Simecka
The statutory body of the Company is the Executive Director Mr Michael Zantovsky.
Members of the Supervisory Board as of 31 December 2016
Ludék Niedermayer
Mgr. Emil Holub
Ondiej Jonas
Company founders
Dagmar Havlova

Miloslav Petrusek



The Vaclav Havel Library

Notes to financial statements

Year ended on 31 December 2016
(in thousands of CZK)

Karel Schwarzenberg

Upon establishing, the Company founders pledged investment contributions at a total
amount of TCZK 3. These investment contributions have been paid in full and are no
entered in the Register of Public Benefit Companies.

Changes in the Register of Public Benefit Companies

On 15 September 2015 Mr Gabriel Eichler was appointed the chairman of the Board of

Trustees. This circumstance was entered in the Register of Public Benefit Companies on
14 April 2016.

2. Fundamental accounting polices applied by the Company
(a) The method of processing accounting records and the method and place of their
storage.

Account keeping is outsourced to VGD, s.r.o0. using the Byznys VR software system.
The accounting documents are stored with the aforementioned accountants.

(b) Fixed tangible and intangible assets

Fixed tangible and intangible assets are recorded at their acquisition price. Fixed
tangible assets with the acquisition price of up to TCZK 40 and fixed intangible
assets of up to TCZK 60 are not recorded in the balance sheet and are expensed in the
years of acquisition.

The following table sets out depreciation method and periods by asset groups:

Assets Method Period
Office equipment, furniture Linear 3 years
Software Linear S years
Other intangible assets Linear 6 years

(c) Conversion of foreign currencies

When converting foreign currencies, the Company uses the Czech National Bank’s
daily exchange rate. Only realised currency gains and losses are carried in the course
of the year.

Assets and liabilities in foreign currencies are converted as of the balance sheet day
according to the foreign exchange market rate published by the Czech National Bank.
Unrealised foreign exchange gains and losses are recognised in profit or loss.



The Vaclav Havel Library

Notes to financial statements

Year ended on 31 December 2016
(in thousands of CZK)

(d) Inventory

(e)

Unfinished products and finished products (books) include material, payroll and other
direct costs. Cost is determined using the weighted average.

The goods are valued at acquisition prices. The acquisition price includes the price of
acquisition and any secondary acquisition costs (e.g. transport). Cost is determined
using the weighted average.

Books acquired for the library’s archive are recorded off the balance sheet and
expensed over a period of 5 years.

Received and provided gifts

The Company carries the funds received on the basis of deeds of gifts on the Funds
account, from which the finances received are charged in the following manner
depending on the nature of their utilisation:

- in the Profit and Loss account, for the benefit of the Fund Accounting account up to
the amount of costs expended on the individual projects (centres) or on operating
activities in the relevant accounting period;

- in a bank account in the event of provision of funds for third-party projects selected
as part of the Company’s various projects..



The Vaclav Havel Library

Notes to financial statements

Year ended on 31 December 2016
(in thousands of CZK)

3. Fixed assets

(a) Intangible assets

Software Other intangibles Total
Acquisition price
Balance as at 1.1.2016 825 1315 2 140
Additions -- 229 229
Disposals -- -- --
Transfers -- -- -
Balance as at 31.12.2016 825 1 544 2369
Accumulated depreciations
Balance as at 1.1.2016 825 184 1009
Depreciation expense -- 260 260
Disposals -- -- --
Transfers - -- --
Balance as at 31.12. 2016 825 444 1269
Net book value as at 1.1.2016 - 1131 1131
Net book value as at 31.12.2016 - 1100 1100
(b) Tangible fixed assets
Machinery, Artworks and Total
equipment, vehicles, collections

fixtures and fittings

Acquisition price

Balance as at 1.1.2016 1429 1277 2 706
Additions 42 -- 42
Disposals -- - --
Transfers -- -- -
Balance as at 31.12.2016 1471 1277 2 748
Accumulated depreciations

Balance as at 1.1.2016 1042 -- 1042
Depreciation expenses 183 -- 183
Disposals -- -- --
Transfers - -- --
Balance as at 31.12.2016 1225 -- 1225
Net book value as at 1.1.2016 387 1277 1 664

Net book value as at 31.12.2016 246 1277 1523




The Vaclav Havel Library

Notes to financial statements

Year ended on 31 December 2016
(in thousands of CZK)

4. Bank accounts

Funds are held in current accounts denominated in the CZK, USD and EUR currencies.
The balance in bank accounts as of 31 December 2016 is TCZK 2 441 (2015 — TCZK 3
659).

5. Receivables and liabilities
(a) Receivables

Receivables amount to a total of TCZK 1 109 (2015 — TCZK 892), of which TCZK
53 is overdue (2015 — TCZK 53). Operating advances represent advances for lease-
related services in a total amount TCZK 441 (2015 — TCZK 351) and a principal to
the rent in a total amount of TCZK 271 (2015 — TCZK 271).

(b) Liabilities
Short-term liabilities amount to a total of TCZK 2 682 (2015 — TCZK 1 880), of
which TCZK 488 is overdue (2015 — TCZK 48).

The Company records a long-term liability as of 31 December 2016 based on an
interest-free loan of TCZK 3 744 (2015 — TCZK 3 744) provided to the Company in
January 2011 for operational purposes, which is due by 10 January 2018 at the latest.

6. Deferred expenses

Deferred expenses total TCZK 234 (2015 — TZCK 248) and represent primarily the
deferred cost of the insurance costs and the deferred cost of film production.

7. Inventory

The inventory of finished products as of 31 December 2016 totals TCZK 2 717 (2015 —
TCZK 2 250) and consists of the stock of the library’s own books production.

The inventory of goods as of 31 December 2016 totals TCZK 151 (2015 — TCZK 139)
and represents the stock of books and DVDs intended for sale as part of the “Vaclav
Havel in a Nutshell” exposition.

The work-in-progress as of 31 December 2016 totals TCZK 152 (2015 — TCZK 404) and
represents unfinished books from own production.

As of 31 December 2016 the total amount of inventory not posted in the balance sheet
was TCZK 1 144 (2015 — TCZK 1 139), of which TCZK 134 (2015 — TCZK 129) was
attributable to other parties’ goods in consignment sale, borrowed books represented
TCZK 460 (2015 — TCZK 460), and books registered in the archive amounted to TCZK
550 (2015 — TCZK 550).



The Vaclav Havel Library

Notes to financial statements

Year ended on 31 December 2016
(in thousands of CZK)

8. Own resources

10.

1.

Own equity Funds Retained Profit and loss Total
earnings account

Balance as at 1.1.2016 66 4349 89 27 4531
Transfer of profits -- -- 27 -27 --
Donations received - 13 381 -- -- 13 381
Donations provided -- -208 - - -208
Change in funds balance -- -15518 - - -15518
Profit of 2016 -- -- -- 50 50
Balance as at 31.12.2016 66 2 004 116 50 2236

Employees and executives

Average number of employees and personnel costs in 2016 and 2015:

2016 Average Wages
number of and Legal social Social
employees salaries insurance expenses
Employees 9 6162 1967 --
2015 Average Wages Social security and
number of and health insurance Social
employees salaries expenses expenses
Employees 11 6125 1993 --

Rewards and loans to statutory, boards and other members

During 2016 and 2015 company paid bonuses to the statutory body arising from the post,
these costs are reflected in the personnel costs. No rewards or loans were paid or provided
to the members of the Board of Trustees and Supervisory Board in 2016 and 2015. No
contracts binding the Company to pay out any benefits in the case of the termination of
the activities of individual members of the statutory and supervisory bodies were
concluded either in 2016 and 2015.

Payables to social security and health insurance

Payables to social security and health insurance amount to TCZK 201
(2015 — TCZK 218), of which TCZK 141 (2015 — TCZK 152) is attributable to social
liabilities, and TCZK 60 (2015 — TCZK 66) is attributable to health insurance liabilities.
None of the above liabilities are overdue.



The Vaclav Havel Library

Notes to financial statements

Year ended on 31 December 2016
(in thousands of CZK)

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Other direct taxes and subsidies

Other direct taxes representing advances for natural person income tax amount to TCZK
65 (2015 — TCZK 82). None of the above liabilities are overdue.

In 2016 the Company consumed subsidies in total amount TCZK 860 (2015 — no
subsidy), of which TCZK 624 are represented by the state subsidies and remaining TCZK
236 from other donors.

Deferred revenues

In 2016 the Company received subsidies and grants in total amount TCZK 1 691, of
which TCZK 731 (2015 — 0 CZK) will be consumed in 2017; the amount is reflected in
position Deferred revenues.

Information on the Company’s projects

As in the previous period, the Company organised a number of public and club meetings
in 2016. The “Vaclav Havel in a Nutshell” exhibition in Ostrovni street in Prague’s New
Town in open to public.

All if the Company’s activities are described in detail in the Annual Report. All of the
received and provided gifts are listed in the Annual Report as well.

Information on the rewards to the statutory auditors

Total rewards received by the auditor total TCZK 1 (2015 — TCZK 1) and represent
statutory audit fees of the financial statements.

Income tax

The Company reported tax liability from its activities subject to the corporate income tax
TCZK 30 (2015 - TCZK 0).

The provisions of the Law on Income Taxes were employed in the calculation of
corporate income tax and the tax base was reduced by TCZK 300 (in 2015 this figure was
TCZK 202) under paragraph 20, article 7.

Savings on tax liability made through the utilisation of tax relief in 2015, amounting to
TCZK 38, went toward the organisation’s central activities in 2016. Savings on tax
liability for 2016, which will be used next year, amount to TCZK 57.



The Vaclav Havel Library

Notes to financial statements

Year ended on 31 December 2016
(in thousands of CZK)
17. Administrative costs

The Company’s administrative costs for 2016 total TCZK 3 121(2015 — TCZK 3 583).
Their structure is as follows:

2016 Of which
Total costs administrative costs
Consumed purchases and services 11370 1184
Change in work-in-progress and activation * -606 --
Personnel expenses 8129 1810
Taxes and fees 2 --
Other expenses 316 87
Depreciation, assets sold, creation of provisions and
adjustments 443 10
Corporate income tax 30 30
Total 19 684 3121

s This item is not stated in 2015 as, in accordance with Decree No. 504/2002 Coll. as amended, the change in the status of the organisation’s own

activities and activation was reported as revenue.

2015 Of which
Total costs administrative costs
Consumed purchases 292 104
Services 8459 924
Personnel expenses 8118 2413
Taxes and fees 3 3
Other expenses 177 81
Depreciation, assets sold, creation of provisions and
adjustments 320 58
Corporate income tax -- --
Total 17 369 3583

18. Material subsequent event

The company is not aware of any events that have occurred since the balance sheet date that
would have any material impact on the financial statements as at 31* December 2016.

Date: Signature of the govcmigg’ body or natural person whic

ccounting unit:

16 June 2017

Executive Director /




KPMG Ceska republika Audit, s.r.o.
Pobrezni 1a

186 00 Prague 8

Czech Republic

+420 222 123 111

www.kpmg.cz

This document is an English translation of the Czech auditor’s report.
Only the Czech version of the report is legally binding.

Independent Auditor’s Report to the Board of Trustees of
Knihovna Vaclava Havla, o.p.s.

Opinion

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Knihovna Vaclava
Havla, o.p.s. (‘the Company”), prepared in accordance with Czech accounting
legislation, which comprise the balance sheet as at 31 December 2016, and the income
statement for the year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, including
a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory notes. Information
about the Company is set out in Note 1 to the financial statements.

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements give a true and fair view of the
financial position of the Company as at31 December 2016, and of its financial
performance for the year then ended in accordance with Czech accounting legislation.

Basis for Opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with the Act on Auditors, and Auditing Standards
of the Chamber of Auditors of the Czech Republic, consisting of International Standards
on Auditing (ISAs) as amended by relevant application guidelines. Our responsibilities
under those regulations are further described in the Auditor's Responsibilities for the
Audit of the Financial Statements section of our report. We are independent of the
Company in accordance with the Act on Auditors and the Code of Ethics adopted by the
Chamber of Auditors of the Czech Republic, and we have fulfilled our other ethical
responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit
evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
opinion.

Other Information

In accordance with Section 2(b) of the Act on Auditors, other information is defined as
information included in the annual report other than the financial statements and our
auditor’s report. The statutory body is responsible for the other information.

Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information. In
connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the
other information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially
KPMG Ceska republika Audit, s.r.0., a Czech limited liability company and Obchodni rejstfik vedeny 1O 49619187

a member firm of tha KPMG netwark of independent member firms affiliated Méstskym soudem v Praze DIC CZ699001996
with KPMG ional Ci ive (“KPMG Ir ional’), a Swiss entity. oddil C, viozka 24185 ID datové schranky: 8h3gtra




inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the audit, or
otherwise appears to be materially misstated. In addition, we assess whether the other
information has been prepared, in all material respects, in accordance with applicable
laws and regulations, in particular, whether the other information complies with laws and
regulations in terms of formal requirements and the procedure for preparing the other
information in the context of materiality, i.e. whether any non-compliance with those
requirements could influence judgments made on the basis of the other information.

Based on the procedures performed, to the extent we are able to assess it, we report

that:

o the other information describing matters that are also presented in the financial
statements is, in all material respects, consistent with the financial statements.

In addition, our responsibility is to report, based on the knowledge and understanding of
the Company obtained in the audit, on whether the other information contains any
material misstatement. Based on the procedures we have performed on the other
information obtained, we have not identified any material misstatement.

Responsibilities of the Statutory Body and Supervisory Board for the Financial
Statements

The statutory body is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial
statements in accordance with Czech accounting legislation and for such internal control
as the statutory body determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the statutory body is responsible for assessing the
Company's ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters
related to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless the
statutory body either intends to liquidate the Company or to cease operations, or has no
realistic alternative but to do so.

The Supervisory Board is responsible for the oversight of the Company's financial
reporting process.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
statements as a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or
error, and to issue an auditor’'s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance
is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance
with the above regulations will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually
or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic
decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

As part of an audit in accordance with the above regulations, we exercise professional

judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also:

o Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements,
whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to
those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a



basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting
from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion,
forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal
control.

e  Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design
audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose
of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Company’s internal control.

o Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness
of accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the statutory body.

e Conclude on the appropriateness of the statutory body’s use of the going concern
basis of accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material
uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on
the Company’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material
uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor's report to the
related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are
inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence
obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions
may cause the Company to cease to continue as a going concern.

o Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements,
including the disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the
underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters,
the planned scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any
significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit.

Statutory Auditor Responsible for the Engagement

Petr Skoda is the statutory auditor responsible for the audit of the financial statements
of Knihovna Véaclava Havla, o.p.s. as at 31 December 2016, based on which this
independent auditor's report has been prepared.

Prague
16 June 2017

bua, bt il ot 4 %’*

KPMG Ceska republika Audit, s.r.o. Partner
Registration number 71 Registration number 1842
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